Third Grade Expectations

First Nine Weeks

2010-2011
	Reading 

	        Theme 1:  Off to Adventure               Theme 2: Celebrating Traditions

	Students will learn strategies that will enhance their comprehension (understanding what you read) and fluency (rate, expression and accuracy when reading).

What students should know:

Strategies

· Summarizing (retelling the main events in your own words)

· Monitoring/Clarifying (Notice if your reading makes sense/use strategies to help you understand what you are reading)

· Predicting (What do you think is going to happen?)

· Inferring (using information from the text and what you know to draw a conclusion)

· Cause and Effect (What happened and why?)

· Sequence of Events (the order in which the events take place)

· Evaluating Text and stories (make judgments about the stories/text you have read, for example, character’s feelings, theme, author’s purpose)

· Questioning (asking questions as you read to help your understanding)

· Author’s Viewpoint (what the author wants you to do or understand with what they have written)

· Categorize and Classify (group similar ideas to make meaning)



	What students should know:

Skills 

· Spelling – short vowels  and vowel consonant e patterns, long vowels
· Grammar – sentences, capitalization, punctuation, subjects and predicates, common nouns


	What students should know:

Study skills
· Using the dictionary
· Understanding different parts of a book
· Using graphic organizers (KWL chart, Venn Diagram, Story map, etc)


	In order to accomplish the million word goal, students will read approximately 8 or more chapter books per nine weeks by reading for 30 minutes daily at home and completing a reading log in addition to class work.




	Writing

	Rituals and Routines of Writer’s Workshop (what students should know and be able to do):

Daily Writing 

Writer’s Notebook/Sourcebook setup

Expectations for Turn and Talk

Conferencing (with both teacher and peers)

Mini lesson (introduction and modeling of strategy/skill)

Learning Log

	Narrative

A narrative is a recounting of events. Its subject may be a single event, such as a student’s first day in school, or a highly complicated sequence of events, such as the history of an entire nation. Regardless, narrative is always based on the passage of time. In virtually any narrative, one event leads to another … and another … and another. Those events may take just a few moments to happen, or they may take centuries. 

By third grade, writers should be able to provide context for their stories, clearly introducing the time, place, and characters of their narratives. Some writers may be able to vary story beginnings by jumping immediately into the action and supplying the rest of the necessary background

information later. For the most part, however, third graders will tell their stories in simple chronological order.



	Students will understand and be able to include in their writing:
· Orient or engage the reader (set and describe the time, indicate the location where the story takes place, introduce the character or enter immediately into the story line, describe an action or event)

· Create a believable world and introduce characters through the precise choice of detail (use dialogue, descriptive language, similes, exact word choice, strong adjectives, verbs, and adverbs) 
· Create a sequence of events that unfolds naturally (create a logical sequence of events, use transitional words and phrases, stay on the topic) 
· Provide pacing (use punctuation, precise words and time cue words)
· Develop a character often by providing motivation for action and having the character solve the problem (Show-Don’t-Tell, show motivation, actions and reactions, internal thoughts)
· Develop the plot or tell about the event by describing actions and emotions of the main characters, including descriptive details, using dialogue, story strategies, and/or supporting details (story structure: beginning, middle and end, developing plot, using supporting details, comparing and contrasting, onomatopoeia, internal feelings)
· Add reflective comments (author’s voice, personal feelings, message)
· Provide some kind of conclusion (wrapping it up, conflict resolution, share a feeling, surprise endings, a change in the character)

	Students should know and understand the following Grammar and Conventions:

· Punctuation

· Spelling

· Capitalization

· Indentation

· Complete Sentences

· Nouns/Verbs/Adjectives


	Math

	Rituals and Routines for Math:
· Math Logs/Math Journals (setting up and using)

· Question of the Day

· Math Counts/Calendar Math

· Working with Math Materials (ex. Interlocking cubes, Geoblocks, flash cards, hundreds chart, etc.)

· Introduction to standards and rubrics

· Accountable talk


· Format of the math workshop



	Students should be able to:

Weeks 1-6

· be fluent in basic addition and subtraction facts with sums to 20 (fact families)

· understand that skip counting represents multiples (the answers to multiplication facts)

· understand the relationship between multiplication and division (factor pairs/ fact families)

· have the multiplication fact families of 0-12 memorized by the end of the nine weeks

· recognize the relationship between multiplication and area of rectangles (arrays)

· develop and solve multiplication and division story problems

· be able to determine what operation is needed to solve story problems**

Weeks 7-9 

· describe motions as a series of flips, turns, or slides

· compare areas of rectangles with different dimensions

· find areas of complex shapes by identifying smaller units or area




	Science

	Week 1: Introduction to Science

Students should be able to:
Understand how the scientific process works

Understand the tools we use in science

	Vocabulary

	observe                                        classify

infer                                              measure
	estimate                                   predict

communicate                           variables


	Weeks 2-4: Plants

What Students Should Know…

The parts and characteristics of a plant

Plants use air, water, and energy from the sun to produce their own food (photosynthesis)

	Vocabulary

	seed                                             stored food                                      

coat                                              seed

germinate                                     leaf
	root                                            flower                                                photosynthesis                          stem

seedling


	Weeks 5-7: Animals

What Students Should Know…

The characteristics of vertebrate and invertebrate animals

The adaptations of animals that help them live in their environment

The difference between inherited traits and environmental adaptations

	Vocabulary

	vertebrate                                  invertebrate

fish                                             amphibian

reptile                                         mammal                                            

bird                                             behavior
	interaction                                 ancestor                                          environment                              learned                                              characteristic                             inherit 




	Week 8: Ecosystem

What Students Should Know…

Animals eat plants or other animals to get energy

Plants and animals live together in different ecosystems

Living things compete with other living things to get what they need to live

	Vocabulary

	energy

habitat

ecosystems
	


	Week 9: Energy flow and Living Systems

What Students Should Know…

Plants make their own food

Plants are producers

Animals are consumers

Energy from the sun flows through living things in food chains

	Vocabulary

	decomposer                                 energy

organism                                      producer

consumer                                     herbivore
	carnivore                                     omnivore

food chain                                   predator

prey


