

Student Arrival: 

The building opens for students at 8:00 a.m.  Teachers are on post at this time to provide supervision for our students. We do not have supervision for students prior to this time and your child could be subject to inclement weather without shelter.  Please help us keep your child safe by adhering to the established policies and procedures. 

Morning Car Riders: 

Students arriving to school by car should be dropped off in the car line for their safety.  This is a one lane system and parents are asked not to drive around other vehicles. Students coming across the parking lot must be completely crossed by the adult bringing them to school. This is a serious safety issue as we have had several close calls when this policy is not followed.  

Visitor Passes: 

Parents are welcome to walk their children to class and observe during instructional time as long as students are not testing. A visitor’s badge must be obtained from the front office upon entering the building. This procedure is in place to ensure the safety of all students.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 
Tardy Policy: 

The first bell rings at 8:25 a.m.  The tardy bell rings at 8:30 a.m.  Students are considered tardy as of 8:31 a.m.  
Breakfast:

All students receive breakfast daily free of charge.  Students must arrive on time in order to participate in the BIC Program.  Teachers are instructed to begin instruction no later than 8:45 a.m. 

Early Pick Up Policy: 

The clerical staff has been asked to not call classes for student dismissal after 2:00 p.m.  If you need to pick your child up early, please do so prior to this time and only when absolutely necessary. Please note that students miss valuable information when their afternoon routine is disturbed. 
Student Departure: 

Students are organized according to their afternoon transportation.  Teachers are instructed to only honor written directions regarding changes in transportation. Verbal information received from students is not allowed.  Please allow us time to organize students and ensure that we can account for them.  If your child is a car rider, please remain in your vehicle and allow us to call for your child.  It is difficult to give attention to parents standing around the door and the cars at the same time.

School T-Shirts: 

School t-shirts are designed annually to support our theme.   All parents are asked to purchase this shirt as it will be worn on school field trips and school spirit days (Mondays).

Response to Parents:

Our school policy is to respond to parents within 24 hours.  In order to preserve instructional time, all phone calls are forwarded to voice mail between 8:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  Please utilize your child’s planner as a means of daily communication.  Parents are welcome to observe classrooms during non-testing periods.  Please obtain a visitor’s pass from the front office before coming to the classroom.  

Agendas:

Agendas are given to each student on the first day of school.  Your child’s daily conduct grade, homework assignments, and notes from the teacher will be recorded in the agenda.  Please be sure to check your child’s agenda daily, respond to any notes and sign to verify receipt of communication.  There is a $5.00 replacement fee for lost agendas.  Please contact your child’s teacher immediately if you are not receiving the agenda daily.
Tuesday Folders:

Each Tuesday your child will bring home a red Tuesday Folder.  On the inside you will find two pockets labeled “Keep at Home” and “Return to School”.  Please read the contents of the Tuesday folder each week.  The information inside is very important and may be time sensitive!  The parent signature sheet is housed in the sleeve on the front of the folder.  Please sign the folder and note if a conference is requested.  Please return the folder each Wednesday and contact your child’s teacher immediately if you do not receive a Tuesday folder.
Tuesday Talk:

Teachers will conduct “Tuesday Talk” every Tuesday at 8:45 a.m.  This is a school wide dedicated class discussion time.  Teachers will discuss Tuesday folder items with their class.  This ensures each student’s awareness of the information going home.  It will also help your child answer any questions that you may have.

Monthly Newsletters:

Newsletters are sent in the Tuesday Folder on the last Tuesday of the month.  The newsletter informs you of the following month’s academic focus in each subject area, the book of the month, study tips, and any other information that is pertinent to your child’s grade level.  

Progress Report Changes: 

Biscayne will be switching to an online progress report system for the 2010-2011 school year.  Parents will be able to log on to check and monitor their child’s grades.  There will be several computers in the Media Center for parent use.  Teachers will continue to send standard progress reports until the online system is fully functional.



Volunteers:

Volunteers are welcome at ANY TIME!  Please let your child’s teacher know if you are interested in volunteering and which days you are available.  Teachers can always use extra help in the classrooms as well as from home!  You can volunteer by participating in fundraisers, work the book fair, help cover cafeteria shifts, vision screening, etc.  There are also things to do for those parents who cannot come into the classroom.  Parents can help prepare items for crafts, make reminder calls to other parents, etc. 
Homeroom Parent:

Each classroom needs a homeroom parent or co-homeroom parents.  Homeroom parents can plan parties, volunteer in the classroom, go on field trips, work with students who need extra help, etc.  Homeroom parents also contact the other classroom parents with gentle reminders throughout the year. 

Parent Conferences:

Teachers want to meet with you to let you know how your child is doing.  We will try to work with your schedule as much as possible to make conferences convenient.  We do ask parents to refrain from conferencing with teachers when you are volunteering or observing in the classroom. This preserves instructional time.  Conferences are conducted during non-instructional time and require advance scheduling.  Please be considerate of your child’s learning time.

PTA

We welcome and encourage you to take part in your child’s educational journey.  Research has shown that students are more likely to succeed academically when parents are involved.  Please plan to join and support our PTA.  Our goal is 100% membership.  The first class to reach this goal will receive a special party and the school receives and award for increased membership.  Membership is $6.00 per family.  Joining the PTA does not require parents to serve on the PTA board.  There are several events scheduled for this school year that will require parent volunteers.  Please complete the enclosed volunteer form.  The PTA will contact you for the events you choose.  
Reading Expectations

Developing successful readers is key to improving all academic performance.  Students learn to read in grades K-2 and read to learn in grades 3-5.  Our expectations for reading ensure that students are ready to handle the curriculum at the next grade level.  Parents will receive notification of their child’s current reading level on each progress report.  The best way to improve reading is to READ.  Please schedule time for focused reading nightly. Students who are taking the FCAT will need to read independently for a minimum of 45 minutes.  Let’s work together to build reading stamina!  Remember, reading includes comprehension and not mere “word calling.” 

      *Grade Level Reading Expectations

	Grade Level
	1st Quarter
	2nd Quarter
	3rd Quarter
	4th Quarter

	K
	Pre-A
	A
	B (2)
	B (3)/C

	1st
	C/D
	E
	G
	I

	2nd
	I/J
	J
	K
	L

	3rd
	L/M
	M
	N
	O/P

	4th
	O/P
	P
	Q
	R/S

	5th
	S
	T
	U/V
	W


       * These are minimum expectations and denote “on grade level” performance.
Million Word Standard

The best way to improve reading is to READ!!!  Each student is required to read a minimum of 1 million words over the course of the school year.  This may appear to be an unrealistic goal, but it can be achieved very easily. A special reading celebration has been planned for all students meeting the Million Word Standard for the 2009 – 2010 school year.  The deadline for submitting all reading logs is Friday, May 2, 2010.  Students who are reading daily should not only meet, but exceed this standard.

PK = 100 Books
   K = 100 Books
  1st = 
100 Books
  2nd = 100 Books              

3rd =  30 Books
  4th = 25 Books
  5th = 25 Books


Biscayne Elementary will participate in the school wide implementation of CHAMPs this year.  CHAMPs is a proactive and positive approach to school and classroom management.  Simply stated, practical strategies are used to help teachers and students maximize instructional time and eliminate distractions and disorder by focusing on the appropriate behavior for a given time and setting/transition.  Students will receive explicit teaching of rituals and routines for the entire school day.  All practices will contribute to a safe and nurturing learning environment.
Teachers will:

· Structure their classrooms to prompt responsible student behavior.

· Overtly teach students how to behave responsibly (i.e., be successful) in all situations and transitions.

· Focus more time, attention, and energy on acknowledging responsible behavior and respond to students in a brief, calm, and consistent manner.

Students will:

C            Conversation
Learn when they are allowed to talk and the appropriate volume level for various activities and transitions.

H           Help
Learn how to ask for help and get answers to their questions during activities and transitions.
A           Activity
Know the task/objective of each activity/transition and understand the expected end product.

M           Movement
Learn when it is appropriate to move about during various tasks and transitions.
P            Participation
Learn what active and responsible participation looks and sounds like for each activity/transition.

GRADE LEVEL BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION SYSTEMS
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KINDERGARTEN: DAILY CHART SYSTEM

                    WHITE (3 points)
  [image: image2.wmf] =
Excellent Day

                    GREEN (2 points)
       ( =
Good Day (Warning)

                    PINK (1 point)
                ( = 
Fair Day (10 minutes off recess)

                    BLUE (0 points)
                ( =
Poor Day and/or Referral (No recess)
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FIRST GRADE: CARD FLIP SYSTEM

                      White = Great Behavior       (4 points)

REWARDS

                      Yellow  = Warning

(3 points)

treats/stickers

Green = Time Out
 
(2 points)

positive praise/good notes

Blue = Phone Call Home 
(1 point)

recess time

Pink = Office Referral
(0 points)

lunch with teacher

Fun Friday
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SECOND GRADE: CARD FLIP SYSTEM
 White = Warning    Green = A    Orange = B     Yellow = C     Blue = D     Red =F  

    Consequences

· Lose free time or outside time

· Lose Fun Friday

· Unable to be Student of the Week/ Month

· Note home in planner

· Phone call home to parents

· Conference with parents

· Referral to the principal

· Lose field trip or other school activities
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THIRD GRADE: CARD FLIP SYSTEM

(Yellow)
A
=
Great Day!

(Purple)
B
=
Warning!

(Green)
C
=
Loss of Privileges or Recess

(Pink)

D
=
Parent Contact

(Blue)

F
=
Principal’s Office/Referral
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 FOURTH & FIFTH GRADE: CONDUCT CARD
A+  
   A
  B+
    B
 C+
C
 D+
   D
    F

99
   94
  89
    84     79
74
 69
  64
   59

98           93
  88
    83     78
73
 68
  63
   58

97
   92
  87
    82     77
72
 67
  62
   57

96
   91
  86
    81     76
71
 66
  61
   56

95           90
  85
    80     75
70
 65
  60
   55

Discipline Code
1. Needed school supplies missing…………………………………………………5 pts.

2. Planner returned without parent signature…………………………………….....5 pts.

3. Leaving seat without permission…………………………………………….......5 pts.

4. Individual area not clean……..…………………………………………………..5 pts.

5. Not following directions the first time they are given………..…………….........5 pts.

6. Patrol referral………………………………………………………………….....5 pts.

7. Homework not turned in………………………………………………………..10 pts.

8. Dress Code infractions (pants below the waist, short skirts, etc.) ….………. ...10 pts.            

9. Inappropriate or unsafe behavior (i.e. classroom, hall, café, resource) ………..10 pts.

10. KNIGHTS infractions outside of class………………………………………....10 pts.

11. Disrupting the class……………………………………………………………..15 pts.

12. Talking while the teacher is talking…………………………………………….15 pts.

13. Showing disrespect to teachers and/or school personnel…………….…………20 pts.

14. Threatening, touching, or putting hands on another student……………………20 pts.

15. Conduct card or any other correspondence not returned….…………………….20 pts.

16. Discipline referral to principal or detention…………………………………….50 pts.

***Habitual offenders of the discipline code will be given a referral to the principal or         

      vice-principal, which may result in suspension.

(
Wanted:  Smiling Volunteers
(
Volunteers are needed throughout the year for various functions at Biscayne Elementary.  We rely on volunteers like you, to make our school a success.  Can we count on you?  Please be kind with your time.
Volunteer’s name:  










Child’s name:  











Teacher:  












Home telephone number:  









Please circle your available times.

Call anytime, you just never know. _____ yes
_____ no

I can volunteer on the following day(s):

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

I am available:
morning

afternoon

evening

I am interested in serving on the following committee:
PTA – Parent Teacher Association
SAC – School Advisory Committee
I would especially like to volunteer with the following:

__ Vision screening (TBD)                                  __ Spring School Pictures (Feb) 

__ Hearing screening                                           __ Family Fun Day (March )                                                                                                                                    __ Classroom Readers (ongoing)                        __ Spring Book Fair (April
__ Yearbook (ongoing)                                       __ Staff Appreciation Week (May)
__ Fall Book Fair (September/October)                  __ Play Day (May)                                                                                                                   

__ Fall School Pictures (October)                  __ Reading Celebration (May)               

__ Red Ribbon Week (October)                                          

Please return this form to your homeroom teacher.  Thank-you!  (
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PTA MEMBERSHIP FORM

2010 - 2011
Parent Name_______________________________

Student Name _________________    Teacher ______________

Student Name _________________    Teacher ______________

Student Name _________________    Teacher ______________

Student Name _________________    Teacher ______________

Student Name _________________    Teacher ______________

Membership is $6.00 per family.  CASH ONLY.
The first class on each grade level obtain 100% member ship by September 30th will receive a special party courtesy of PTA.

PLEASE JOIN TODAY!  OUR MEMBERSHIP DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 30TH. 
Biscayne Elementary School

School Advisory Council (SAC)

SAC's Purpose

To provide parents, citizens, faculty, staff, and students an opportunity to participate in the development of educational priorities, assessment of a school’s needs, and identification of local resources.

 Q & A


Q - What is SAC?


A - SAC is a group of parents, community members/business partners, faculty, PTA  
       

                   representative(s)...who meets to discuss and offer advice for our school's improvement.


Q - Would I be able to serve any usefulness?


A - Yes!  Any and all ideas are discussed and voted on.


Q - Are decisions honored or are there remade decisions?


A - Yes! Decisions are honored.  Every member (except Mrs. Lewis, Principal) votes on all issues discussed.  


Q - Does every school have a  SAC?


A - Yes!  Every Duval County school has a  SAC.

SAC's Goals

· Approval of School Improvement Plan

· Allocation of School Improvement Funds

· Tutoring  and Safety Nets for all grade levels

· School Safety and Discipline

Potential members 


Your opinion matters to us and we would love to hear from you.  Please complete the attached membership form and return to the main office. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please print all information clearly.

Name: ____________________________ 

Address_____________________________________

Phone #______________________________   E-Mail___________________________

Child's name: ____________________Grade____________________________

_____ Yes!  I'm interested in becoming a SAC member

______No, Thanks!  I'm unable to commit, at this time.



I have read this Welcome Packet and understand the material enclosed.

Child’s Name______________________________________

Teacher__________________________________________

Parent Signature ___________________________________
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