An Overview of Florida Writes!

Florida Writes is a statewide writing assessment given to all 4th graders in the state of Florida.  Students are given either a narrative (to tell a story) or an expository (to explain) prompt.  The students are given 45 minutes to write to the specific given prompt.  The tests are graded holistically, meaning the papers are graded by trained readers who issue scores to each piece of writing.  The scores range from Unscorable to 6 points.  This timed writing assessment measures the areas of focus, organization, support and conventions.  A score of 4 is considered acceptable by the state for “passing” Florida writes.  In addition, the students will respond to a multiple-choice assessment which measures prewriting, drafting, revising and editing scales.  The editing portion assesses capitalization, punctuation, spelling, usage, and sentence structure.

