FCAT Writing+ Holistic Rubric
Description of Grade 4 Writing Scores

6.0
The writing focuses on the topic, is logically organized, and includes ample development of supporting ideas or examples.  It demonstrates a mature command of language, including precision in word choice.  Sentences vary in structure.  Conventions are generally correct.

5.5
The writing was given a 5 by one reader and a 6 by the other reader.

5.0
The writing focuses on the topic with adequate development of supporting ideas or examples.  It has an organizational pattern, but lapses may occur.  Word choice is adequate.  Sentences vary in structure.  Punctuation, capitalization, and spelling are generally correct.

4.5
The writing was given a 4 by one reader and a 5 by the other reader.

4.0
The writing generally focuses on the topic, but it may contain extraneous information.  An organizational pattern is evident, but lapses may occur.  Some supporting ideas contain specifics and details, but others are not developed.  Word choice is adequate.   Sentences vary somewhat in structure, thought many are simple.  Knowledge of conventions is demonstrated, and commonly used words are usually spelled correctly.
3.5
The writing was given a 3 by one reader and a 4 by the other reader.

3.0
The writing generally focuses on the topic, but it may contain extraneous information.  An organizational pattern has been attempted, but lapses may occur.  Some of the supporting ideas or examples may not be developed.  Word choice is adequate but limited.  Sentences vary somewhat in structure, though many are simple.  Knowledge of conventions is demonstrated, and commonly used words are usually spelled correctly.

2.5
The writing was given a 2 by one reader and a 3 by the other reader.

2.0
The writing may be slightly related to the topic or offer little relevant information and few supporting ideas or examples.  There is little evidence of an organizational pattern.  Word choice may be limited or immature.  Sentences may be limited to simple constructions.  Frequent errors may occur in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 
1.5
The writing was given a 1 by one reader and a 2 by the other reader.

1.0
The writing may only minimally address the topic because there is little or no development of supporting ideas or examples.  Unrelated information may be included.  No organizational pattern is evident.  Ideas are usually provided through lists, and word choice is limited or immature.  Frequent errors in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and sentence structure may impede communication.

U
The writing is unrelated to the assigned topic or cannot be read. 


