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Secondary Intensive Reading 
 

Subject Student focus: 
 

MS 

 

 

READ 

180 

 
 

HS 

6:  Unit 1 The New Americans - Main idea, 

details and context clues. Discovering the main 

ideas in text.  

                  

7-8:  Unit 1:  Creatures of the Deep - Cause and 

effect; Descriptive language. Identifying cause 

and effect relationships. 
 

9:  Unit 1: Who’s Watching You? - Main idea, 

details, and multiple meaning words.  

 

Plugged-

in to 

Reading 

(PITR) 

9:  Unit 1: Bronx Masquerade - Identifying 

author’s perspective, descriptive and figurative 

language.  

 

10:  Unit 1: The Juvie Three - Monitoring 

understanding. Tier 2 and Tier 3 words.  

 
Academic 

Literacy 

11-12:  Unit 1: Pitching Anxiety - 

Organizational pattern and context clues; 

Analyzing the organizational pattern of text 

promotes a clearer understanding of the author's 

purpose and the main idea. 

 

 

Notes 

It is essential for all reading teachers to establish 

rituals and routines the first few weeks of school 

to build community within their classes.  In 

addition, the reading teachers will need to 

introduce the protocols for READ 180, Plugged-

in to Reading (PITR), or Academic Literacy.   

 

Elementary Reading & Writing 
(Grades K-5) 

All elementary schools in Duval County schedule a minimum of 

90 uninterrupted minutes for reading instruction.  This includes a 

60 minute Readers Workshop and a 30 minute Skills Block.  

Writers Workshop occurs during an additional 60 minute block of 

time. 
 

Readers and Writers Workshop includes an Opening Instruction, 

Work Time and a Closing.   

 The Opening Instruction (mini-lesson) is a group 

activity with a focus on a skill or reading/writing 

strategy through a shared and modeled approach with 

students having an opportunity for guided practice 

before applying the new learning to independent work. 

 The reading Work Time is for small group instruction 

including guided reading, differentiation and 

independent application of new learning into literacy 

activities.  During the work time in Writers Workshop, 

students write independently applying previously taught 

strategies and skills.   

 The Closing is a whole group activity where 

connections are made to the Opening Instruction and 

students reflect on their learning. 
 

Skills Block occurs within the uninterrupted 90 minute literacy 

block.  It includes: 

 2-3, 10-15 minute activities  

 Interactive 

 Explicit Instruction in: 

o K-2 Phonics, Phonemic Awareness, 

Vocabulary, Fluency, Comprehension 

o 3-5 Spelling, Grammar, Vocabulary, Fluency, 

Comprehension 
 
 
 

Grade Student focus: 
K-5 Teaching of the District Anchor Lessons 1-10 

Notes 
The District Anchor Lessons are used to establish the 

rituals and routines of the classroom for the 

implementation of the Workshop model. 

 

The DCPS Academic Looking Glass is produced bi-weekly 
to assist parents, principals, teachers, and district staff as a quick 
reference guide about what students are learning during a 
sliding two week window.   

 
Teachers are given flexibility in the speed of covering the listed 
learning schedules according to the individual needs of students.  
More information on the district’s curriculum and past issues of 
The Looking Glass can be accessed on the DCPS website at 
www.duvalschools.org by selecting “Know what’s being taught?” 
link under the “How Do I…” section. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) 
 

Subject  Student focus: 
English 

Language & 

Composition 

Course overview, class syllabus, course readings, 

timeline for practice essays and questions. Close 

reading and analysis of prose text.  

English 

Literature 

Course overview, class syllabus, course readings, 

timeline for practice essays and questions.  Close 

reading and analysis of literary text. Develop 

documents for college entrance submissions. 

Statistics Exploring Data 

US History 
Pre-Columbian Societies; Transatlantic 

Encounters and Colonial Beginnings. 

Human 

Geography 

Introduction and fundamental terms of Human 

Geography; Discussion of map projections and 

thematic maps. 

         

The DCPS Academic Looking Glass 
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Social Studies     
 

Grade Student focus: 
K 

My World 
Families and Friends: Families are made of adults 

and children. 

1 
School & 

Family 

People Everywhere: Families are made of adults 

and children who cooperate. 

2 
Neighbors 

People and Places: Neighborhoods are made of 

many different families. 

3 
Community 

Places We Live: The places we live are known as 

communities.  Land and Resources: The land and 

resources in the United States are diverse and 

plentiful. 

4 
Florida 
History 

The Geography of Florida: The geography of a 

place helps to shape the lives of the people who live 

there. 

5 
US History 

America’s Land: The land and climate of America 

are very diverse and provide many benefits and 

challenges.  

6 
World 

History 

Introduction to Social Studies/ Map Skills: Maps are 

used to analyze historical events and humans have 

adapted to and changed the physical environment.   

7 
Geography 

Basic Geography Skills: Geography and access/ use 

of natural resources influence the development of 

economies and where people live. 

8 
US History 

Native Americans: Humans have used various 

survival strategies and methods to adapt to different 

environments. 

10  
World 

History 

Prehistory Review: Humans could only create 

settled societies once they discovered agriculture 

and domestication of animals. 

11 
US History 

Colonial America Review: Nations may have 

several reasons for colonization:  religious, financial 

and social. 

12 
US Gov 

 
Economics 

Foundations of Government: The principle of 

democracy is the basis for American Government. 

 

Basic Economic Concepts:  All economic systems 

have economic goals and attempt to meet them in 

various ways. 

 

 
English Language Arts 

 

Grade Student focus: 

6 

Learn rituals and routines.  Demonstrate an 

understanding of Reader’s Workshop through reading 

skills and strategies including making predictions and 

inferences.  Examine word/phrase relationships and 

descriptive /figurative language. 

7  

Learn rituals and routines.  Explore Reader’s 

Workshop through reading skills and strategies 

including making predictions and inferences. Use 

context clues to determine word meaning. Examine 

the elements of plot including identifying relevant 

details that advance the story.   

8 

Learn classroom and school rituals and routines.  

Explore Reader’s Workshop through reading skills 

and strategies including making predictions and 

inferences. Examine relevant details to determine re-

occurring themes and the use of symbolism to 

construct meaning of text. Identify meaning of new 

words by analyzing word /phrase relationships.   

9 

Unit 1, Forming Identity: Begin delving into the idea 

that literature often reflects “turning points” and that 

these very same turning points have the power to 

affect us deeply and potentially change us.  Develop 

an understanding of how writers develop their ideas 

and how these ideas change over time is critical in 

this unit. 

10 

Unit 1, Shaping Identity: Begin to learn how crafty 

writers can be in their efforts to mold characters in a 

story and evoke certain feelings in readers.  Develop 

an understanding of diction, tone, mood, and 

syntactical structures in writing are critical in this 

unit. 

11 

Unit 1, The Continuous Search for Identity: Continue 

the search for identity by probing personal beliefs and 

attitudes as well as seek to understand how 

individualism and group identity shape who we are.  

Develop an understanding of multiple sources and 

how to synthesize information across texts are critical 

in this unit. 

12 

Unit 1, “Individual” in a Society: Learn how 

literature often reflects the role of “the individual” 

functioning within a society as well as how an 

author’s personal beliefs are made visible through 

writing.  Develop an understanding of how to draw 

valid conclusions and recognize higher-order patterns 

in thought and action are critical in this unit. 

Notes 

DCPS teachers are making the transition to Common 

Core State Standards and raising the expected levels 

for student achievement 

6-8:  Become familiar with the components of the 

FCAT Writing Rubric and complete District Writing 

#1 (expository essay). 

9-12:  The District Interim Benchmark #1 and 

District Timed Writing #1 will be administered. 
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Mathematics 
 

Grade Student focus:  

K 

 

Write numbers from 0-20. Represent a number of 

objects with a written numeral 0-20.  Read 

numbers up to 100. 

1 
Compare and order whole numbers up to 100.  

Order counting numbers compare their relative 

magnitudes & represent numbers on a number line. 

2 
Identify time to the nearest hour and half hour.  

Solve simple put-together, take-apart, and compare 

problems using information in a bar graph. 

3 
Represent, compute, estimate, and solve problems 

using numbers through hundred thousand. 

4 

Use and represent numbers through millions in 

various contexts, including estimation of relative 

sizes of amounts or distances.  Estimate and 

describe reasonableness of estimates; Determine 

the appropriateness of an estimate versus an exact 

answer. 

5 
Use the inverse relationship between 

multiplication and division to estimate and 

complete division problems. 

6 
MJ I 

Standard/ 
Advanced 

Understand how to add and subtract decimal 

fractions and common fractions.  Understand how 

to multiply and divide decimals efficiently. 

6-7 

MJ II 

Standard/ 
Advanced 

Read and write integers.  Find the absolute value 

of integers.  Use rules to add and subtract integers.  

Solve problems by looking for patterns. 

8 

MJ III 

Perform operations on real numbers (including 

integer exponents, radicals, percents, scientific 

notation, absolute value, rational numbers, and 

irrational numbers).  Solve multistep and real 

world problems. 

7-8 

Algebra I 

Know and understand set operations.  

8 

Geometry 

Pythagorean Theorem, Distance, and Midpoint. 

9-12 

Algebra I:  Know and understand set operations. 

Algebra II:  Literal equations and absolute value 

equations and inequalities in one variable. 

Geometry:  Pythagorean Theorem, Distance, and 

Midpoint. 

Pre-Calculus:  Polynomial and Rational 

Functions. 

 

 

Science    
 

Grade Student focus:  
K Observing and comparing objects, weather, and seasons. 

1 Making, describing, and recording observations. 

2 
Explorations that include scientific questioning, 

observing, measuring, and recording. 

3 
Explorations that include the use of scientific processes 

and tools. 

4 Explorations of the Solar System and the planets. 

5 
Observing, measuring, comparing, and classifying 

objects and experimentation with density columns. 

6 
Lesson 1 Lab exploring how scientists think. Lesson 2 

Lab exploring the development of theories and scientific 

laws. Lab safety should be reviewed.   

7 
Lesson 1 Lab exploring food webs.  Lab safety should be 

reviewed.  

8 
Lesson 1 Lab activities exploring matter. Lab safety 

should be reviewed.    

9-12 

Earth Space: Introduce to format of course, lab safety, 

and Earth systems science. Chapter Challenge 

(performance task.) introduced.  Content address causes 

and hazards of severe weather locally and regionally.    
 

Biology: Introduce to format of course, lab safety, and 

Nature of science. Begin Biochemistry Unit and 

Performance task.   Exploration on the characteristics of 

water.  

 

Chemistry: Introduce to lab safety and the inquiry 

format of the course. Students are introduced to the 

Nature of Science (Unit A) and how it relates to 

chemistry. Explore the chemistry of water by completing 

the foul water lab activity.   

 

Physics: Introduce to lab safety and the inquiry format of 

the course. Students will explore velocity and frame of 

reference.  All students are introduced to the 

performance task.   

Notes: 
6-8:  Advanced - Science project should be introduced. 

9-12:  Honors - Introduce Science Project requirement. 

 

 




