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Happy December! I can‟t believe how quickly this year is flying by! I hope you all had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving, and quality time was spent with family, friends and some relaxation. The next several 
weeks tend to be frenzied and hectic, and my hope is that we will help our children slow down and enjoy 
every minute.  
 
Helping children mature and make positive progress requires the adults in their lives 
to celebrate the growth and gains they have made. As you meet with teachers for conferences, help us to 
find the sparkle within your child to keep them learning and achieving. Conferences are an important 
time. You find out how they are progressing and share information that will help us know them better. 
There are many things we have no control over during the school day, but we can surely celebrate 
growth in what our kids are doing. 
 
We so appreciate the support we experience with our parent community. Without you, our students could 
not be successful. I am above all thankful for each teacher and dedicated staff member on this campus. 
Every day they deal with challenges of every sort, maintaining their professionalism and loyalty to every 
student in our building. Their enthusiasm is to be commended. 
 
Our School Improvement Team and staff will update our School Improvement Plan (SIP) in January.  The 
SIP is designed to help all students achieve to grade level standards. Teachers use information from the 
FCAT, State assessments, report cards and benchmark assessments to write measureable goals in 
reading, writing, science and math. All the goals are articulated, meaning that they build on each other 
from one grade level to the next. The overall goal is to have all of our students‟ proficient on all the district 
standards, as well as on state tests. Our school improvement plan includes specific action steps and 
regular monitoring to reach each one of these goals.   
 
Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida is just around the corner!  The theme for this year is “Take the Lead 
and Read.” During the week of January 23-27, 2012, our district is being challenged to reach a goal of 
20 million minutes of reading in one single day along with other districts in the state of Florida.  On 
Monday, January 23rd, LSE faculty, staff and student body will read for an additional 20 minutes during 
the day to celebrate Literacy. This will be a fun-filled week of many activities and guest readers in our 
city.  We hope that you will support as we work to reach our goal.  Additional information will be sent 
home after we return from break. 
 
We appreciate that families are working hard to get their children to school on time. However, some of 
you will be receiving a letter of notification for extensive tardies and/or unexcused absences. It is very 
disruptive to our office as well as our school system. We have had more than 25 a day, which is not 
acceptable! Please do everything you can to leave a few minutes earlier to ensure a timely arrival. Thank 
you for working with us to ensure class begins on time with very few interruptions. 
 

Have a Blessed Holiday Season and Happy New Year to All!!! 
 

Anastasia Washington 
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Panther News 
Dr. Anastasia Washington, Principal 
Mariah Gaskins, Assistant Principal 
Edward Dutton, School Counselor-Extended Day Director 
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Message from the Superintendent 

Importance of Reading 
 

As we prepare for the upcoming Winter break, it is important to 

keep in mind that the school year will be halfway over once students 

return in January. For teachers, students and parents, as well as  

guidance counselors and administrators, this means that final FCAT 

exercises will be in full swing and juniors and seniors will be wrapping 

up SAT and ACT exams and narrowing down their college acceptance letters and admission 

applications. 

 

As we head into the Winter break, I’d like to challenge everyone who comes in contact with a 

student–from parents and grandparents to pastors and business leaders– to encourage them to read 

and support Read it Forward Jax! We can help spread the word about this unique reading initiative 

by asking, “What are you reading?” Board members and I recently held a Read it Forward Jax! 

Community conversation at the Deerwood Park Chick-fil-A to facilitate conversations about the 

importance of reading and discussed ways the community could help students improve literacy skills. 

 

It is my heartfelt desire to see our students’ value reading beyond the classroom. This can be 

accomplished by having books handy when traveling to visit relatives, running errands, sitting in a 

waiting room, or when waiting for a favorite holiday dessert to come out of the oven.  Research shows 

that when students read at or above grade level, it has a positive impact on their overall academic 

performance. We want our students to be recognized among the best and brightest in the state as well 

as the nation, but it will take an entire community effort to accomplish this goal. 

 

 
  

Calendar of Events 
Dec. 1    -Student Council field trip to Selva Marina 
Dec. 5-9 – Holiday Shoppe (call for times) 
Dec. 7    – Early Release 
Dec. 14  - School Wide ‘Polar Express Day’  
                (dress in your pajamas!) 
Dec. 15  – Student Council field trip to Atria/Castaway Island  
                Preserve 
              -1st grade program @ 7:00 
Dec. 16  -5th grade to AMC Theatre/Regency court for lunch 
Dec. 19-Jan. 2, 2012 – Holiday Break 
 
 
Jan. 1, 2012 
 
Jan. 11  – Early Release        
Jan. 13  – Dental Van 
Jan. 16  – No School-Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
Jan. 19  – 2nd grading period ends 
              - SAC meeting @ 7:30am 
Jan. 20  –Planning Day (no school) 
Jan. 23-27 –Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida!!!! 
Jan. 24  -2nd/3rd grade Parent Night (6:00-7:00pm) 
Jan. 25  -Early Release 
Jan. 30  -Report Cards go home 
 

           

 

Meet Ms. Aimee Kimball: 
Lone Star’s Teacher of the Year! 
 
How long have you been in education? 
This is my seventh year in Duval County and 
all have been here at Lone Star Elementary. 
What are your hobbies/interests? 
 I enjoy reading, scrapbooking, photography, 
shopping/fashion and painting. 
If you could give students one piece of 
advice, what would it 
be? 
Find something you are good at and 
continue to develop it. Always be positive 
and never give up! 
Do you have any hidden talents? 
I am good at karaoke and I am also a 
competitive scrabble and card player! 
What goals do you have for Lone Star? 
My goals for Lone Star are to help continue 
to maintain our „A‟ status, make AYP in all 
areas and continue to show Duval County 
how awesome we are! 

 



Meet Ms. Connie Mickelson: 
Lone Star’s School Related Employee of the Year! 
 
How long have you been in education? 
This is my 24th year in Duval County. I spent 4 years at Arlington Heights and the rest have been 
here at Lone Star Elementary. 
What are your hobbies/interests? 
 I enjoy reading, crafting and crocheting. 
If you could give students one piece of advice, what would it be? 
Look for the funny things in life and always laugh! 
Why did you pursue being the Box Tops, Campbell’s and Tyson labels coordinator? 
I saw valuable resources that we could use to improve student learning! I was bothered how they 
were just being tossed out. 
What goals do you have for Lone Star? 
My goals for Lone Star are to help continue to maintain our ‘A’ status, just like Ms. Kimball!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

NEW SCHOOL BOARD POLICY 
Students in kindergarten, first and second grades must score 54 percent or higher on the state 
reading test called F.A.I.R. in order to be promoted this year. Students who are 
retained based only on this F.A.I.R. assessment will be required to attend an intensive 
summer reading program for a minimum of 25 of the 29 instructional days. There are three 
administrations of F.A.I.R. and the second administration of the F.A.I.R. test begins this month. 
Do you know your child’s score? Please contact your child’s teacher for current scores and 
make sure you stay abreast of their results.  
 

FCAT 2.0-News to Know 

Education Commissioner Gerard Robinson submitted recommended achievement level and cut 
score changes for FCAT 2.0. On the next page down, you will see the previous developmental 
scale scores and the new proposed changes to be approved in December. As you can see, there 
is a significant difference in each level. The Commissioner said, “Our state has long-established 
high expectations for our students. As we move forward, it is vitally important that students 
are well prepared to move to the next level, whether it is continuing their K-12 experience, a 
postsecondary education or a career. Our students' ability to compete in an ever-changing 
global economy depends on the expectations state leaders set for them and the learning 
opportunities provided by schools. I have complete confidence in the capabilities of our 
teachers and students to meet these challenges.”  

As changes occur, the teachers and staff at Lone Star Elementary continue to strive to do the 
best for all children to succeed. We will achieve success as we work together! 

 



Cut Scale Scores 2011-2012 

FCAT 2.0 Reading developmental scale scores 
(140 to 302) for each achievement level: 

Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 

3 140-181 182-197 198-209 210-226 227-260 

4 154-191 192-207 208-220 221-237 238-269 

5 161-199 200-215 216-229 230-245 246-277 

6 167-206 207-221 222-236 237-251 252-283 

7 171-212 213-227 228-242 243-257 258-289 

FCAT 2.0 Mathematics developmental scale 
scores (140 to 298) for each achievement level: 

Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 

3 140-182 183-197 198-213 214-228 229-260 

4 155-196 197-209 210-223 224-239 240-271 

5 163-204 205-219 220-233 234-246 247-279 

6 170-212 213-226 227-239 240-252 253-284 

7 179-219 220-233 234-247 248-260 261-292 

 






