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Reminders: 

f February 9 - 10                         

Magazine Sale  

f February 11                         

Ready to Learn, 6:00            

f February 15 - 19              

Black History Week  

f February 15                            

NO SCHOOL  

f February 17                            

Early Dismissal                         

Deposit Day for 1st & 2nd grade  

f February 18                             

Spring & Group Pictures               

Merrill Road Mealtime          

Resource Round -Up  

 f February 25                       

Marvelous Mustangs, 8:40          

SAC Meeting, 12:00       

f February 26                       

Cancer Prevention (wear pink)

Midterms go home                  

PreK to Zoo, 9 -12                     

Cookie Dough Sale Begins  

f February 26                       

Cancer Prevention (wear pink)

Midterms go home                  

PreK to Zoo, 9 -12  

f March 1 - 12                          

Cookie Dough Sale            

f March 3                                 

Early Dismissal                         

Deposit Day for 1st & 2nd grade  

f March 4                              

Merrill Road Mealtime                   

PTA Program, 7:00  

f March 5                                      

Flag Raising, 8:40                   

Box Tops, Pop Tops, Campbell 

Soup Labels Due  

Merrill Road Elementary  

Check out our website at 

www.duvalschools.org/merrillroad 

Save the Earth!  

Sign up to receive our newsletter via email! 

 

The new year is here and everyone is trying to maintain their New Years Resolution.  Well, I have one for you to 

add to your list!  Are you available to volunteer some time at our school?  We would love for you to join us at least 

thirty minutes a week in your childõs classroom.  I challenge each of you to make a commitment to be with us each 

week.  You will be amazed of what a positive impact this time will have on your child.  So, add to your list each 

weekñGo to Merrill Road Elementary each week to volunteer in your childõs classroom!    

We are half way through the school year!  I know it is hard for you to believe that your little one will soon be talk-

ing about summer plans.  Did you know that we have a Summer Camp at Merrill Road?  More details will be com-

ing out soon!  Our camp includes food, fun, and learning too!  So, stay tune for more information. 

 

Have a great month!   

Growingly Yours,  

Mrs. Hudson & Ms. Bartley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helping Your Kids Talk about Feelings 
Sometimes the toughest thing about feelings is sharing them with others.  Sharing your feelings helps you when your feelings 
are good and when they aren't so good.   Sharing also helps you to get closer to people you care about and who care about 
you.  When people talk about feelings, they sometimes use the word "emotions." 

Focusing on Your Feelings 

You can't tell your friends what's inside your backpack if you don't know what's in there yourself. Feelings are the same way.  
Before you can share them with anyone, you have to figure out what feelings you have.  Making a list of your feelings can help.  
You can do this in your head or by writing it out on a piece of paper or even by drawing pictures.  Is something bothering 
you?  Does it make you sad or angry?  Do you feel this emotion only once in a while or do you feel it a lot of the time? 

When you're trying to figure out your feelings, it might help to remember something that happened and think about how it 
made you feel.  Then you can say, "I feel sad when my friend doesn't play with me" or "I feel angry when my brother always 
wins at baseball."  This can help you figure out your own feelings.  It also gives the person you're talking with more informa-
tion about what's bothering you. 

Why Talk About Your Feelings? 

The way a person feels inside is important.  It can be really hard not to tell anyone that you're feeling sad, worried, or upset.  
Then, it's just you and these bad feelings.  If you keep feelings locked inside, it can even make you feel sick! 

But if you talk with someone who cares for you, like your mom or dad, you will almost always start to feel better.  Now you're 
not all alone with your problems or worries.  It doesn't mean your problems and worries disappear magically, but at least 
someone else knows what's bothering you and can help you find solutions. 

Your mom and dad want to know if you have problems because they love you and they want to know what's happening in 
your life.  But what if a kid doesn't want to talk with mom or dad?  Then find another trusted adult, like a relative or a coun-
selor at school.  Maybe this person can help you talk with your mom and dad about your problem or concern. 

For more information on this topic, go to:  http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/thought/talk_feelings.html 

http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/thought/sadness.html
http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/emotion/anger.html
http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/school/school_counselors.html
http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/school/school_counselors.html
http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/thought/talk_feelings.html


A Spotlight on First Grade 
Submitted by Mrs. Rainey 
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First grade students are expected to be able to read on level fiction and nonfiction text. The 
components of fiction text include stories with characters (real or make-believe), detailed pictures, 
setting, beginning, middle, ending, and sequenced events. Nonfiction text consists of facts, photo-
graphs, maps, diagrams and captions. 

  The purposes for reading these two genres differ. Students are expected to read fictional sto-
ries, comprehend and retell the events and details in sequence.  In comparison, the purpose for read-
ing nonfiction is to gain knowledge from reading all parts of text, including the diagrams, maps, 
charts, captions and photographs.   

  

     
      Nonfiction Text                   Fiction Text 

 

Parent Tips 

Before reading: 

discuss the genreõ (fiction or nonfiction) 

discuss the purpose for reading a fiction or nonfiction story 

 

After reading: 

a fiction book, have your child retell the story making sure he/she includes the set-
ting, characters and sequenced events.  

a nonfiction book or article, discuss what he/she learned from reading the text and 
examining the photographs.  
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Pre-Kindergarten  While we continue with our Pre-K program we are also looking ahead to next 

year. If your child will be going to Kindergarten next year (must be 5 by Sept. 1, 2010) there are several things you 

need to know: 

Children return to their neighborhood school, or to the closest school that offers their special program, for 

Kindergarten.  

The program for developmentally delayed does not have a self-contained class for Kindergarten, these 

children will be served in a regular education classroom with support.  

The developmentally delayed program ends when children turn 6. Children with more severe disabilities will 

be sent to schools which offer a program to fit their needs.  

Your child will receive the services he or she needs in the school that is assigned. All the programs we offer 

at Merrill Road are available where the district sends your child.  

 

If you are concerned about your childõs readiness for Kindergarten, here are some great websites to explore: 

http://illinoisearlylearning.org/tipsheets/readykindergarten.htm 

http://www.schoolfamily.com/school-family-articles/article/816-get-ready-for-kindergarten 

http://parenting.ivillage.com/gs/gslearning/0,,9tlp,00.html 

http://www.state.ar.us/childcare/services/printedmats/pdf/GettingReadyKindergarten.pdf 

 

This last website is from the state of Arkansas. It will give you a booklet to print out that has lots of good ideas for skill develop-

ment before Kindergarten begins.  Remember that our Pre-K teachers are available if you have questions or concerns. Do hesitate 

to ask! 

Kindergarten  Did you know that kindergarten sight words make up about half the words your child reads on a daily 

basis?  Here are some ideas on ways to work on sight words with your child.  As children are introduced to new sight words, they 
should see them ð say them ð spell them!  Research shows that the more senses we use when learning new material it helps retain 
and recall that material.  So have your child stand up and shout (when possible) as they enjoy some of these òspellingó activities: 

Imaginary Chalkboard:  Children pretend they are writing on a large chalkboard.  As they say each letter, they òwriteó it as 

large as they can.  After each word is spelled, children say the word as they òeraseó it. 

Blast-Off:  Children start spelling the word while squatting.  With each successive letter they stand higher and higher.  When 

the word is said in its entirety, the children jump into the air. 

Pumping Iron:  Children pretend to be lifting òweightsó ð one repetition for each letter.  When they have chanted all of the 

wordõs letters, they can pretend to mount the barbell on its stand and sound exhausted as they say the word. 

Lumber Jack:  Children pretend to swing an ax as they chant each letter.  Then they pretend that the tree is falling down as 

they shout out the word (instead of TIM-BER). 

First Grade  See Previous Page! 

Second Grade  Please continue to have your child read at home each night.  We are trying to build up 

reading stamina.  Being able to read for 30 minutes without stopping will help your child perform with more confi-
dence on the FCAT. 

 

 

 

Book-of-the-Month 

Check out the brief summaries of our featured text in each monthõs newsletter!  Although, you may not have a copy at home, 

you may still enjoy some great conversation during your home reading time with your child.  Titles are usually available through 

the public library system.  

Students are expected to give opinions of a book; to connect the story or book with a personal experi-

ence; to respond to the book in some way; to glean facts and information and to retell a story.  Book 

discussion ideas to enhance reflection: 

Ask your child about his/her opinion of the book and reasons for the opinion. 

Did the book remind the student of something from his/her own life? 

What does your child think the author was trying to teach him/her? 

 

Januaryñ The Night Before the 100th Day of School by Natasha Wing; illustrated by Mindy Pierce 

 

FebruaryñRosa by Nikki Giovanni; illustrated by Bryan Collier 

Nurturing in Progress 
Grade Level Highlights 

The Curriculum Garden 
Janet Heartsill, School Instructional Coach 
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Photo of the Month 

Mallet Madness in Music 

Did you know BOX TOPS and CAMP-

BELL SOUP LABELS give back to our 

school directly?  Clip, tear, or cut and 

return them to your childõs teacher.   

Simply POP those TOPS off your bever-

age cans, as well as soup cans, and be a 

part of helping everyone who relies on 

The Ronald McDonald House.   

Each of the items above are collected on 

the first Friday of each month!   

When everyone helps,           

everyone wins! 

Box Tops, Pop Tops, and 
Campbell Soup Labels 

 

 

Merrill Road is  

òA Good Place to Grow!ó 

http://illinoisearlylearning.org/tipsheets/readykindergarten.htm
http://www.schoolfamily.com/school-family-articles/article/816-get-ready-for-kindergarten
http://parenting.ivillage.com/gs/gslearning/0,,9tlp,00.html
http://www.state.ar.us/childcare/services/printedmats/pdf/GettingReadyKindergarten.pdf


Exceptional Student Education  
Submitted by Mrs. Silkert 

The Exceptional Student Education team will continue to 

work diligently to prepare our students for success and 

personal growth.  We work within the classrooms to pro-

vide support to the students and teachers.  In addition, 

Pull-Out services are provided for those ESE students 

who need intensive small group instruction throughout the 

day.  We would like to remind parents the importance of 

supporting what we do within the classrooms.  For exam-

ple, please make sure your child is bringing home his/her 

homework folders daily to ensure communication with the 

teacher and verifying completion of homework assign-

ments.  The ESE department is also in need of supplies 

such as wipes, Lysol, soap and low- sugar snacks. Your 

participation will increase the success and personal growth 

of your child.  We appreciate all that you do!!   
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Thank YOU! 
Thank you! 

Thank you to everyone who was able to assist with 

our Souper Bowl Can Drive in connection with the 

100th Day of School.  We collected over 2,500 

items.  We are so grateful for all of the food that will 

benefit our community! 

                           

Book of  the Month 

ROSA                                                             
Child Magazine  

Luminous watercolor and collage pictures by an award-winning 

artist and and seamless storytelling by an equally acclaimed poet and 

activist shed light on the civil rights era. Their book focuses on the 

engrossing personal account of Rosa Parks, the seamstress who, in 

1955, refused to give up her seat to a white passenger on a crowded 

city bus in Montgomery, AL. Meshing Parks's individual experience 

with the historic events that followed (the boycott and subsequent 

Supreme Court ruling against bus segregation), Giovanni and Collier 

affirm the effect one person's quiet act of courage can have on the 

world: "She had not sought this moment, but she was ready for it." 

(ages 6 to 8) 

Child magazine's Best Children's Book Awards 2005 

Getting to School on Time 

Parents, we need your assistance in getting your child to school on time each day.  School begins at 8:15.  Believe it or not, 

your child is missing a very important part of the day if he/she is even five minutes late.  As the saying goes, òBe here by 8 

and you wonõt be late!ó  Here are some tips to help you get moving in the morning: 

 1.  Have your child pick out his/her clothes the night before. 

 2.  Plan with your child what he/she will have for breakfast.  Go as far as even laying the spoon and bowl out if 

      he/she is having cereal. 

 3.  Have the morning routine be just that.  Have your child perform each task in order as to assist in him/her     

      remembering the order 

 4.  Set a goal with your child.  If he/she is able to get up and get ready in a timely manner he/she will be able to 

      have something special for breakfast or have five minutes of play time prior to leaving. 

 5.  Pack the car the night before. 

Maybe you, as the parent, are the one struggling to get up and moving.  Use some of the same strategies for yourself.  You 

and your child will begin the day with a brighter start when you are on time. 
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Show Your School 

Spirit!  

Friday is Spirit Day!  On the 

first Friday of each month, 

PTA will also recognize 

students.  So, have your 

child wear our school 

colors, red, white, and blue.  

Letõs show our school 

spirit! 

Student of  the Week  
January 

Jose Arismendy 

Darion Duncan 

Antoreis Graham 

Kasey Jones 

Selena Jones 

Lelae Saleem 

Brandon Scarbrough 

Rianna Zimmerman 

Derek "D.J." Alford 

Maksid Avdic 

Brianna Baltimore 

Sayvion Blount 

Quincy Booker 

Roberto Cabrera-
Rodriguez 

Trinity Claudio 

Kayden Collins 

Khaniya Cook 

Evan Culin 

Gregory Cummings 

Keshawn Downs 

Alexander Duggan 

Johnny "J.J." Evans 

Alejandro Fiallo 

Jessica Garcia 

Leilani Harris 

Sonay Masline 

Isabella Matos 

Joshua Moffett 

Aundrey Mosley 

Daniel Nekrasov 

Shavelli Rodriguez 

Joshua "Ethan" Walls 

Dylan Williams 

Andrew Willis-Valle 

Desiree Baker 

Elijah Branch 

Azhia Crosby 

Rod Daniel 

Abigail "Abbi" Robinson 

Kiona Scroggins 

Skylar Smith 

Uyen Vo 

Ashley Wilson 

Elijah Labordeaux 

Tony Little 

Chaunacey Love 

Mason McCoy 

Mikayla Mottinger 

Summer Peavey 

Jonathan Pompa 

Mikail Rayes 

Christian Lane 

Johnathan Lane 

Jalyn Leggett 

Daniel Scott 

JaCari Turner 

Joshua Ragland 

Edwin Villa 

Benjamin Webb 

Michael Whitehurst 

Hunter Wright 

Jacob Zanders 

Levi Albaol 

Antwonniya Bethel 

Kamari Brown 

Jesse Canl 

Colby Conyers 

Seth Darby 

Cinque Davis 

Janay Dorest 

Megan Francois 

Jaylen Ford 

Tramaine Griffin 

Deacon Henderson 

Madison Knight 

Alloye' Lanier 

Taylor McIntrye 

Semaj Edwards 

Anna Hamrick 

Michael Mora 

Kayla Mundy 

Chastity Negringonzalez 

December 

Regina Lloyd 

Elijah Malczak 

Quentin Adams 

Exavior Brothers 

Samantha Cruz 

Nyasia Gray 

D'Mitri Henderson 

Anthony Hill 

Ethan King 

Mia Mitchell 

Jo'Vel Moore 

Dreyaun Mosley 

Jordan Barrett 

Trinity Dailey 

Nicholas Geiger 

Sarah Hamrick 

Daniel Henderson  

Dion Hannah 

Summer O'Dea 

Tamarian Osakue 

Ayak Rihan 

Taylon Williams 

Alice Baker 

Thomas Batchelor 

Zoe Dossey 

Elliot Fernandez 

Blake Fulkerson 

John-George Garcia 

Sarah Leavitt 

Antonia Lucas 

Christian Richberg 

Erline Robles 

 

 

 

Music is in the Air with Mr. Hyder! 
Well the New Year kicked right off in Music! It 
has been my pleasure to be your childõs music 
teacher for the first half of the 2009-2010 school 
year and I look forward to the last half of this 
year. We have been incredibly busy exploring 
melody, sol-fegge, and of course lots of Orff 
Instruments! Speaking of Orff, we started our 
Mallet Madness during the month of January. 
During Mallet Madness your child has received 
an intensive look (and feel!) at all of the barred 
percussion instruments, as well as the other 
members of the percussion family. Woods, Met-
als, Skins Oh My! Check the Merrill Road web-
site, 

www.duvalschools.org/merrillroad, for any up-
dates about what is going on in music class this 
year. 

Symphony of Students 

Communities in Schools  

20th Anniversary Celebration! 

 

Times-Union Center  

Jacoby Hall 

8:00 P.M. 

March 11, 2010 

Ticket Prices 

$40 Show Only or                       

$100 Dinner & Show 

 

 

 

 

To Purchase Tickets 

Visit cisjax.org or call 904.354.5918 

http://www.duvalschools.org/merrillroad



