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Reminders: 

f March 1 - 12                          

Cookie Dough Sale            

f March 3                                 

Early Dismissal                         

Deposit Day for 1st & 2nd grade  

f March 5                                      

Box Tops, Pop Tops, Campbell 

Soup Labels Due  

f March 11                             

Ready to Learn, 6:00  

f March 15 - 19                        

Literacy Week  

f March 16                              

Character Dress -Up Day         

PreK Family Day, 1:00  

f March 17                              

Blood Drive, 1:30 -5:00  go to 

www.igiveblood.com to sign up  

f March 18                            

Merrill Road Mealtime, 6:00 

Literacy Night, 6:30  

f March 22 - 26                         

Book Fair  

f March 24                                   

Early Dismissal  

f March 25                                

Marvelous Mustangs, 8:40       

SAC Meeting, 12:00  

f March 26                               

Cancer Prevention  

f March 29                                

Last Day of 3rd Nine Weeks  

f April 1 - 9                             

Spring Break  

f April 12                                   

Return to School  

 

Merrill Road Elementary  

Have you heard?  Duval County Public Schools budget could be cut by $125,000,000.  
This would be devastating to our school district.  This would be a HUGE   effect to our school.  And, most im-

portantly, this will have an ENORMOUS  impact of the education of YOUR child!  Yes, we are telling you the 

truthñYOUR CHILD!!!  

How can you assist?  Join us at Sandalwood High School (2750 John Prom Blvd., 32246)                      

Thursday, March 11th at 6:00 for a Budget Community Meeting.  We ask that you make a sign that says:                      

Save Merrill Road Elementary!   

We need our voice to be heard.  If we donõt speak up now,                                                                                    

our children will be heard loud and clear after it is too late. 

Other meetings around the community will take place according to the dates below. 

Tuesday, March 16 - Frank H. Peterson Academies of Technology, 7450 Wilson Blvd., 32210 

Thursday, March 18 - Jean Ribault High School, 3701 Winton Dr., 32208 

Tuesday, March 23 - Mandarin High School, 4831 Greenland Rd., 32258 

 

Have a great month!   

Growingly Yours,  

Mrs. Hudson & Ms. Bartley 

Check out our website at 

www.duvalschools.org/merrillroad 

Save the Earth!  

Sign up to receive our newsletter via email! 

Get Involved:  Tips for Parents of Elementary School Students 

1.  Read to and with your children every day.  Discuss the characters, events, and what you like best about the book. 

2.  Demonstrate how much you value reading by keeping books, magazines, and other reading materials in the house.  Take trips to the library. 

3.  Keep pencils, paper, crayons, and washable markers handy for notes, lists, and schoolwork.  Writing takes practice, and it starts and is rein-
forced at home. 

4.  Teach your children to do things for themselves.  It takes practice to learn to do things correctly. 

5.  Limit the time children spend watching television.  Studies indicate that achievement drops for children who watch more than 10 hours of 
television a week. 

6.  Establish a regular time for homework each afternoon or evening.  Set aside a quiet, well-lit place, and encourage children to study. 

7.  Review your children's homework with them.  Point out errors, but let them correct their own work. 

8.  Have a dictionary available (age-appropriate), and let your children look up words they aren't able to spell. 

9.  Talk to your children, and listen to them as well.  Find out about their day, friends, and the things that are really important to them. 

10.  Encourage your children.  Praise them for the things they do well. 

11.  Keep in touch with the school.  Attend parent conferences and meetings. 

12.  Last but not least, please help us to make your childrenõs school experience the best by having them attend school regularly.  Have your 
children here by 8:00 am to ensure they can arrive to class on time! 



A Spotlight on Kindergarten 
Submitted by Ms. Finnegan 
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Phonemic Awareness 
Phonemic awareness is the understanding that words are made up of a series of sounds. It is 
the ability to consciously hear and manipulate the sounds in words. Most children who de-
velop this skill in the early stages of reading development will read more easily and effec-
tively. Becoming aware of the relationships of sounds in the spoken language will ultimately 
enable children to use these sounds in reading and written language. 

Phonemic awareness deals with sounds in spoken words. It is a precursor to Phonics. Phon-
ics deals with learning sound- spelling relationships and is associated with print. Most pho-
nemic awareness activities are oral. 

Phonemic awareness begins with: 

1. The ability to recognize the sounds in the environment. 

 Activity - The child recognizes the sound and can name or find the picture of the 
    animal or object that made it. 

2. The ability to recognize words as separate units. 

 Activities ð Build a block house using one block for every word heard. 

   - Climb a rung of a ladder for each word heard. 

   - March to each word heard ð i.e. trip, trap, trip, trap! 

3. The ability to hear rhymes and alliterations. 

 Activities - The child can identify the rhymes in a nursery rhyme. 

   - Using the cloze technique the child supplies the missing rhyming word ð 

   i.e.-Five loaves of bread cooling by the door, John took one and then there were__ 

    - The child identifies the repetitive beginning sound: Six silly snakes sell sodas. 

4. The ability to do oddity tasks. 

 Activity- Look at these pictures, sock, sun, man. Which picture name begins with a different sound? 

  Some easy beginning exercises: 

   Sound hunts ð  find objects in the house beginning with the /t/ sound 

     find pictures in magazines beginning with the/t/  

   Puppet food ð  Tacky can only eat foods that start with his /t / sound. 

    Can Tacky eat tuna? Tomatoes? Toast? Marshmallows? 

   Sound snack ð  We can only eat foods that begin with Tackyõs /t/ sound. 

    We can tea and toast with Tacky. Can we have popcorn? 

Other listening games: 

 Music Box Hunt ð Hide the music box and have child follow its sound. 

 Guess Who Called - Another child calls out his name 

 First, Middle, Last ð using animal sounds and pictures, or musical instruments the child sequences the sounds 
heard. 
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Kindergarten  See Previous Page 

First Grade  First grade is exploring the non-fiction genre in both Readerõs and Writerõs Workshop!  They 

have begun to look closely at the different conventions located within non-fiction books. These items help the 

reader gather new information on a topic.  Examples of conventions include photos, labels, captions, maps, table of 

contents, index, close-ups, etc.  In Writerõs Workshop they are continuing the study of non-fiction by researching 

and writing their own animal reports.  First Graders will find information such as; what the animal looks like, what 

the animal eats, where the animal lives, interesting facts, etc.  The reports will include facts written in their OWN 

words as well as conventions we have created.   

Help at Home:  

     Talk to your child about their animal of study.  Ask what he or she already knows and tell them facts you know. 

     Go to the library and see if you can find books about the topic to read together. 

     Browse the internet with your child to find info, photos, or video of their animal.   

Second Grade  Second graders have been busy in writerõs workshop learning the elements of persuasive 
writing.  In this genre of writing, a child is trying to persuade someone to agree with their opinion.  Their writing 

should begin with an introduction which is stating their opinion.  The sentence can begin with words like:  In my 

opinion, I believe or I think.  It should be followed with three reasons that explain their thinking and are supported 

with additional details.  Finally, they should write a conclusion that restates their opinion and moves the reader.  

The children enjoyed writing these persuasive writings and we hope you have an opportunity to see some of them 

displayed in the hallways. 

 

Go Green and Share a Book!  

Hereõs howé 

For our upcoming Literacy Week-March 15-19, 2010, we are asking students/families 
to consider donating a gently used childrenõs book to the school.  In exchange for the 
donated book, your student will be able to pick out another gently used book to enjoy! 

 

Character Dress-Up Day is Tuesday, March 16th. 

Have your child dress in his/her favorite book character. 
 

Additional Literacy Week information is forthcoming.   
 

Merrill Road Mealtime is Thursday, March 18th at 6:00.   

Reservation will only be accepted.    
 

LITERACY NIGHT  is scheduled for  

Thursday, March 18, 2010 at 6:30. 
 

Nurturing in Progress 
Grade Level Highlights 

The Curriculum Garden 
Janet Heartsill, School Instructional Coach 
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Photo of the Month 

Celebrating the                            

100th Day of School 

Did you know BOX TOPS and CAMP-

BELL SOUP LABELS give back to our 

school directly?  Clip, tear, or cut and 

return them to your childõs teacher.   

Simply POP those TOPS off your bever-

age cans, as well as soup cans, and be a 

part of helping everyone who relies on 

The Ronald McDonald House.   

Each of the items above are collected on 

the first Friday of each month!   

When everyone helps,           

everyone wins! 

Box Tops, Pop Tops, and 
Campbell Soup Labels 

 

 

Merrill Road is  

òA Good Place to Grow!ó 



Amazing Art is in the Air! 
Submitted by Ms. Rieger 
Step inside the art room and you will see paint splashing 
on paper and pencils scratching out ideas!  Art is in full 
swing at Merrill Road and students are continuing to add 
t o t h e i r  r ep e r t o i re  o f  s cu lp tu r e , 

clay, drawing, painting, collage, and other 
mediums. 

  

Different grade levels are in the midst of making special and 
unique art. Pre-K is currently working on an Eric Carle-inspired 
ocean scene.  So far, they have made their seaweed with a wax-
resist technique and are gearing up to make sand, the ocean, and 
ocean creatures.  Kindergarten is working on a sculptural hat.  So 
far, they've made their fish, and are now going to sculpt and 
collage some seaweed to surround the fish.  First grade is hard at 
work finishing their Romare Bearden-inspired city scape.   So far, 
they have collaged buildings, and have painted and texturized 
paper that will be used to create the sky.  The next step is to use 
pastels and watercolor together to make a large building for their 
scene.  Expect to see this colorful art coming home soon!  Sec-
ond grade is working on a Gustav Klimt-inspired self portrait. So 
far students have looked in mirrors to draw their face, have 
painted a colorful background, and are now using collage to add 
detail to their backgrounds. 

  

Have you ever taken your child to the Cummer Museum?  If not, 
consider going.  They have a wonderful area at the museum 
called Art Connections that offers hands on art activities for 
children.   
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Thank YOU! 
Thank you! 

Thank you for all students, family and friends who 
supported our 1st Annual Math-A-Thon. It was a 
huge success!  With your help we have raised over 
$2,500 to buy math games, materials and supplies 
for our students community! 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended our      
Chuck E. Cheese Night.  The PTA earned 
$345.50.  This is awesome!  Thank you! 

 

                           

Book of  the Month 

ROSA                                                             
Child Magazine  

Luminous watercolor and collage pictures by an award-winning 

artist and and seamless storytelling by an equally acclaimed poet and 

activist shed light on the civil rights era. Their book focuses on the 

engrossing personal account of Rosa Parks, the seamstress who, in 

1955, refused to give up her seat to a white passenger on a crowded 

city bus in Montgomery, AL. Meshing Parks's individual experience 

with the historic events that followed (the boycott and subsequent 

Supreme Court ruling against bus segregation), Giovanni and Collier 

affirm the effect one person's quiet act of courage can have on the 

world: "She had not sought this moment, but she was ready for it." 

(ages 6 to 8) 

Child magazine's Best Children's Book Awards 2005 

Book Fair at the Diner! 

Welcome to this year's Book Fair "Diner"!  We will have a great 
time picking out wonderful books for our spring time read-
ing.  Parents will be able to explore our Diner before the children 
begin to purchase books this year.  Please attend Literacy Week 
and shop at the Book Fair Thursday night March 18, 2010.  The 
Book Fair will remain open until 6:30 on Thursday, March 25, 
2010.  Please remember you must add 7% sales tax. If there are 
certain items that you would like for your child to buy or not buy 
please write it on the outside of an envelope. Checks must be writ-
ten for the exact amount of purchase.  

Book Fair Schedule 

March 17 Preview 
March 18 Preview  
                 Open, 4:00-8:00 p.m. 
March 19 Preview 

March 22-24   Book Fair  7:30- 4:00 
March 25        Book Fair  7:30-6:30  
March 26        Book Fair  will end at 10:00 a.m. 
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Show Your School 

Spirit!  

Friday is Spirit Day!  On the 

first Friday of each month, 

PTA will also recognize 

students.  So, have your 

child wear our school 

colors, red, white, and blue.  

Letõs show our school 

spirit! 

Student of  the Week  
Noelle Davis 

Jayden Etienne 

Joshua Longmore 

Elijah Malczak (sp?) 

Anila Patterson 

Henry Reynolds 

Nejla Alagic 

Renoir Ballard 

Rachel Barnes 

Mariana Boswell 

Samiha Brown 

Ethan Cramer 

Ranya Daniels 

Anaiya Darius 

Jeremiah Fleming 

Christopher Francois 

Mason George 

Zarriana George 

Caitlin Gore 

Celeste Halavin 

Tyreek Hicks 

Maryam Hoosain 

Alissa Hulsey 

Elbert Jackson 

Corey Johnson 

Madyson LaValle 

Mikese Marshall 

Connor Menefee 

Evan Merrill 

Hayden Mestas 

Mia Mitchell 

Gabriel Mora 

Jer'hydi Reed 

Nicholas Schofield 

Nadia Shelton 

Kareem Stokes 

David Terry 

Breyaun Tunsil 

Victoria Wates 

Cassie Young 

Angel Baez 

Alexis Barnes 

Jenessa Barnes 

Ashley Barrow 

Jesse Canl 

Sabrina Coriell 

Jaquan Dennis 

Markus Dunham 

Gabriel Duran 

Jaylen Gassant 

Janssen Gutierrez 

Reagan Heaton 

Chardonnae Hinton 

Haylee Jones 

Emilie Jouhaud 

Ja'Niya Lewis 

Jaylynn Lizzmore 

Jakem Nelson 

Travius Nixon  

Aysia Omar 

Jramond Pratt 

Margaret Radloff 

Kason Rogers 

Gabriella Romero 

Cross Rosamond 

Raheem Sands 

Gerniah Scott 

Laila Scroggins 

Ethan Simpson 

Bryce Turner 

Charlotte Westbrook 

Jaydan Allen 

Frank Bacon 

Klaudio Bashaj 

Jae'Lyn Brooks 

Lillian Browder 

Hanna Bryan 

Aaryn Cook 

Cory Coster 

Marcus Darsey 

Andrew Diaz 

Ja'Niah Fountain 

Sara Frank 

Jessica Frayer 

Sydney Hoskins 

Divine Hunter  

Zachary Love 

Antonia Lucas  

Leon Merrill  

Joshua 
Newkirk 

Marcus Noizy 

J'Darrius Prunty 

Christine Raysor 

Alexya Russell 

Jaiden Schofield 

Anthony Shakes 

Arya Sharifai 

John Shurelds 

Landon Sigler 

Kamaree Singleton 

Razarro "Reese" Stark 

Teneille Sutherland 

D'Antra Toombs 

Dylan Vance 

Jazmin White 

El'vershon Williams 

Logan Williamson 

Oliver Williamson 

Running with Ms. Brown-Smith! 
We have finished The President's Physical Fitness 
Challenge practice tests. The 10 Minute Endurance 
Jog is the "grand finale". The students (and some of 
our teachers) had a great time and received star 
badges for jogging the entire ten minutes without 
walking at all. 
             
Our last Saturday Jog at the Ed Austin Regional Park 

(former Dunes Golf Course) is March 13 at 10:00 a.m. We meet at the Senior Build-
ing (beige building with green awnings) by 9:55 a.m. and begin our jog or walk 
promptly at 10:00. Come join us and do the distance you are comfortable with. 
 
Please see our school's website under P.E. for more details. 

Symphony of Students 

Communities in Schools  

20th Anniversary Celebration! 

 

Times-Union Center  

Jacoby Hall 

8:00 P.M. 

March 11, 2010 

Ticket Prices 

$40 Show Only or                       

$100 Dinner & Show 

 

 

 

 

To Purchase Tickets 

Visit cisjax.org or call 904.354.5918 



8239 Merrill Road  

Jacksonville, Florida  32277 

Merrill Road Elementary  

Phone: 904-745-4919 

Fax: 904-745-4943 

www.duvalschools.org/merrillroad 

"A Good Place to Grow!" 

Branches of  Information 
Children should not arrive to school prior to 7:50  

unless they are enrolled in Extended Day.   

If the orange flag is out, children should remain with their parent. 

Extended Day Hours 

6:45-7:50, 2:45-5:45 

School Hours 

8:15-2:45 

Tardy slips are written at 8:20.  

If a child is late, he/she should come to the front office with his/her parent. 

Our PTA needs you!  
We would love for you 
to become more in-
volved!  Please contact 
Mrs. Hudson or Ms. 
Bartley if  you are inter-
ested in serving as a 
PTA Board Member for 
the 2010-2011 School 
Year! 
 

Cafeteria Information 

Breakfast Cost 

Full Priceñ$1.00 

Reduced Priceñ$.30 

Lunch Cost 

Full Priceñ$1.50 

Reduced Priceñ$.40 

Please keep track of whether your child has lunch 

money or not.  If he/she does not have money, he/she 

will not be given a hot lunch.   

Marvelous Mustangs 
Congratulations Students! 

The character trait for                      

February was  

òCHARITYó! 

 

Michael Hernandez 

Caleb Kuczka 

Arianna              
Phomvongsa 

Malachi 
Witherspoon 

Grace Mann 

JailenLewis-Hillman 

Dreyaun Mosley 

Aiden Mosley 

Evan Culin 

Maya Evans 

Reagon Heaton 

Lauren Mettle 

Amber Thomason 

Zackhia Collier 

Eric Medellin 

Daniel Nekrasov 

Binta Bajo 

Victoria Crespo 

Maggie Radloff 

Nathaniel Jackson 

Shallah Smith 

Jessica Frayer 

Samantha Hagen 

Cory Coster 

Gabriela Isaac 

Zoe Schwarz 

Emmanuel Ulerie 

JaeLyn Brooks 

Lilly Browder 

NaJa Williams 

Remember that beautiful coat you 
bought your child at the beginning 
of the cold season?  Wonder where 
it is now?  Well, it may be in our 
lost and found.  Please take the 
time over the next week to peruse 
our Lost & Found in the cafeteria.  
We have recently had everything 
displayed on the stage to see if they 
recognize it as theirs.  If items are 
not claimed by Friday, March 19, 
they will be donated to the City 
Rescue Mission.   

 

We encourage you to put your 
childõs name in everything he/she 
may remove at school.   

 

 

http://pta.org/Index.asp

