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Reminders:

May 18
New Parent Orientation, 9:00

May 19
Blood Drive, 1:30 -5:30

May 20
Talent Show, 7:00

May 24 -27
Volunteer Appreciation Week

May 25
PreK Family Day

May 26
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon,
12:00

May 27

Marvelous Mustangs, 8:40
PreK Playday, 9:00 -10:00
SAC Meeting, 12:00

May 28 & 31
NO SCHOOL

June 1
1st Grade Playday, 9 -10:30

June 2
Kindergarten Playday, 9  -10:30

June 3
2nd Grade Playday, 9 -10:30
PTA Program, 1st, 7:00

June 4

PreK Awards, 9:00

Box Tops, Pop Tops, Campbell
Soup Labels Due

Information from Administration
Mrs. Hudson

Here we are at the end of the school year! As you receive this newsletter, there are only 17 days of school rel
ing! Your little one is growing! Yes, itis all hard to believe!

As you plan your summer, make sure to allow your child to have fun. But, make sure you include some educati
experiences too! We dondt want your child to | os:¢

We would love for your child to join us at the
Merrill Road Elementary Summer Camp

June 14August 6. Each week is $125 which includes breakfast, lunch, .

shack, Extended Day, and field trips. The weeks are themed and inclu

such activities as water games, various presenters, and educational lea
as well. Please contact Talitha Harris a4 4% ext. 210 to sign up.

Thank you to everyone for a great year!

Growingly Yours, Thank you to the
Mrs. Hudson | Arlington Chamber
for supporting Check out our website at
our school! www.duvalschools.org/merrillroad

Save the Earth!

GU/dance Mrs. Victor Sign up to receive our newsletter via email!

As this school year winds down with thoughts of summer plans, you are encouraged to include some
academics in the mix. Many children lose learning skills over the summer months; especially readir
and mat h. Summer programs that include acad

achievement. There are windows of opportunity for learning even for those who will spend time

visiting relatives, or at home. With access to a computer, the websites listed below are most helpfu
Ask your childds teacher for others.

http://www.readingrockets.orgReading Rockets, teaching children to read and helping those who
struggle.

http://www.dositey.com/Dosi t eyds Language Arts |links has
bet games, word finds, and writing opportunities.

http://www.starfall.com/ Where children have fun learning to read.

Despite budget cuts and recession, windows of opportunity and countless teachable moments exist
for you to help us to help your child be academically successful.


http://www.readingrockets.org/
http://www.dositey.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
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A Spotlight on Phonics
Submitted by Ms. Finnegan

Breaking The Soundlt-Out Barrier
).b What is reading?

Reading is understanding what the printed words mean.

For children to become strong, independent readers, they must use a variety of strategies to figure out
known words. By doing this, good readers are able to understand what is written on a page.

What are the strategies good readers use?
Good readers use the knowledge they have in their head to help them make sense of reading.

For example, good readers would figure out that the underlined word in the sentence, "Mary likgs'to hioisdyendtdisesm Sajooth
reader knows that a person would ride a horse, not a house.

Good readers also use the way sentences are put together to figure out what sounds right.

For example, good readers would know that the underlined word in the sentence above would notsbie tideribky, becat
horrible on Saturday," wouldn't be a word that would fit in that sentence.

Good readers use what they know about the sounds of letters and groups of letters to help them figure out words.
For example, good readers would look at horse and be able to see that the soungs of the letters would be h
By using all three strategies, good readers are able to read and understand written language.

How can parents help?

Parents can help their children learn to use the following process to figure out unknown words. This process enseofrages the u
three strategies.

When children are stuck on a word they don't know, have them:

Look at the picture and think about the story.

Go back and read from the beginning of the sentence. When they get to the unknown word, have them say the beginning sound
slide to the end of the word.

Read on to the end of the sentence.
Go back and try saying the word.

Ask:

"Does it make sense?"
"Does it sound right?"
"Do the letters match the sounds?"

If the answers are yes, go on reading. If not, go back and try the process agau.

What else?

Try not to interrupt your child if the error he or she makes does not change the meaning of the text. For examjil sifbatuir ch
tutes home for house in the sentence, "Let's go to her house," the meaning is unchanged. Those interruptions onigigar dnadte the
reading is saying words correctly rather than getting the meaning.

When your child uses good strategies, compliment him or her for thinking and for making sense of what is beind, rbad i\fter al
what reading is all about.
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Important Dates to Remember

The end of the year i s
celebration!

Mark your calendar and join us!

The last day of school is June 11th. We will begin
day with a Flag Raising at 8:30. Photo of the Month

Dismissal will be at 11:30 for Kindergarten, First, | A great Golden Scepter recipignt!
Second Grade Students.

Box Tops, Pop Tops, and
Campbell Soup Labels

Playday Parties Awards Ceremony

Did you know BOX TOPS and CAMP-

PreK May 27, 9:0610:00 June 10 June 4, 9:009:45 BELL SOUP LABELS give back to our
school directly? Clip, tear, or cut and

Kindergarten | June 2, 9:0610:30 June 10 June 7, 8:45 West Ranch return them to your <ch

9:45 East Ranch Simply POP those TOPS off your bever-
First Grade | June 1 9:0010:30 | June 10 June 8, 8:45 West Ranch age cans, as well as soup cans, and be a
9:45 East Ranch part of helping everyone who relies on

The Ronald McDonald House.

Second Gradegl June 3, 9:0610:30 June 9 June 9, 8:45 West Ranch )
10:00 East Ranch Each of the items above are collected on

the first Friday of each month!

When everyone helps,
everyone wins!

The Curriculum Garden

Janet Heartsill, School Instructional Coach =

Announcing the Merrill Road Elementary School entrants for the

2010 DCPS Deputy Superintendent 'd Poet
Second GraderAbbi Robinsami Caroline Lerp-

resented our school i n the : of 0

The girls are students of and
winning poem will be published this spring and district win
ners were honored during a ceremony held ApribR¢on-

test entrants and their
were honored at school with a special lunch treat. C
and Abbi both shared th
OHi storydé, on the Mornni

of their work and the efforts of their teachers! OA Good Pl ac

(95}

Merrill Road is
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Exceptional Student Educatio
Submitted by Ms. Silkert

Special Education is the education of students with 3
needs. I't addresses the
needs. The process includes arrangement of teachi
cedures, adaptive equipment, setting, and interve
designed to assist special need learners. Common
needs include learning difficulties, communication de
cies, and emotional disorders, developmental, physi
abilities and gifted. Gifted student services include, & .
not limited to, enrichment activities that challenge From School lerary Journal

within the school setting. In addition, an Individua In this goofy story, a duck and goose mistake a big spotted ball
Educational Plan (IEP) or Educational Plan (EP) is w| an egg. Each one claims it and they fight over taking care of it
to address the services the student will need. Belo the end, they realize their foolishness and become frienf

few sites that will provide additional information and enj;;)yingl_their ball (tjqu?ether. The themes of ?etgng zlorpg, shar
. and settling one's differences come across loud and clear, ang
port to parents of Exceptional students. author does a good job with the subject without becoming nl
www.ed.gov www.bellaonline.com didactic. While the narrative is fairly straightforward and hH
touches of childlike humor throughout, it's the bright and colorfl]
artwork that will attract youngsters' attention. The castgtan
www.seriweb.com/ www.napcse.org oil paintings set against doftus, almost impressionistic
backgrounds keep Duck and Goose center stage, and t
expressions are priceless. A sweet addliiem.S. Schindler,
Remember summer ds al most Eathage | Fublic Libzary, NYConyiight: @ Ree:dl Zisiness
are available that are specifically geared towards spe information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
cation students. A great place to start your summer

search issww.jax4kids.com

www.parentpals.com  www.wrightslaw.com

www.kidshealth.org

Thank you to our Girl Scouts!

EHave you seen the beautification that
{‘has been completed around our
Ischool? Thanks to a local Girl Scout
ITroop, our grounds have nicely
(planted flowers.

{ Thank you ladies!

What a great way

- to give back to

““the community!



http://www.ed.gov
http://www.bellaonline.com
http://www.parentpals.com
http://www.wrightslaw.com
http://www.seriweb.com/
http://www.napcse.org
http://www.kidshealth.org
http://www.jax4kids.com

