Ethics Scenarios

An educator discusses information from “Dave’s” cumulative folder while in the presence of another teacher, a school volunteer, and students.

A teacher has walked away from his computer without logging off.  A student sits down and, still logged in as the teacher, sends inflammatory e-mails to students and posts similar messages on the class newsgroup.

A teacher had shared with her students in one of her classes that she really wanted the new Jaguars poster. She was delighted to receive one in May from a senior in one her classes.  She felt that if he cared enough about her to give such a prized poster, she would give him extra make-up work so that he could pass her class and the other kids would never know the difference.

A teacher was driving home after a party at a friend’s house and was pulled over by the local highway patrol.  She was embarrassed as she went through the paces and was required to take a Breathalyzer test. Due to the reading she was arrested for DUI, taken down to the jail, arrested, and later released on bail. She was so glad that no one from work had seen her by the side of the road or knew about her arrest. She told no one.

A teacher has a standing offer for tutoring on Wednesdays, after school, in his classroom.  Generally there are four to five students who attend.  On the first Wednesday after winter break only one 8th grade girl comes to his room for tutoring after school.  The teacher continues the tutoring session as planned.

Several students have asked their teacher if they can stay in her room rather than going to the cafeteria for lunch.  They all had brought their own lunch from home.  The teacher agrees, although she tells them she will be in the room next door.  She instructs the students they must keep their voices down, cannot get on the computers, and should stay seated at the table where they are eating.  The teacher checks in on the students in her room every five to ten minutes.  

Over the winter holiday a student e-mails her teacher asking how the teacher’s holiday was.  The student shares a list of presents she received and a rundown of the activities she did.  The teacher sends a response indicating that she had a fun visit with her family in her home state and that she and her boyfriend also went to St. Augustine for a day.  As the year goes on, the teacher and the student continue to exchange casual e-mails filling each other in on simple events in their lives.     
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