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Sandalwood: Yesterday’s School of the Future

by
Steve Hendrix
Sandalwood Class of 1976

On September 7, 1971, Sandalwood Junior — Senior High School, Public School Number 237, opened its doors for the
first time.

The students who made up the very first student population at Sandalwood got to select the school’s colors and mascot
in a vote taken the previous year. The colors blue-and-gold were chosen over burgundy-and-gold, and black-and-orange. The
mascot “Saints” was chosen over “Gators” and “Cobras.”

An architectural and engineering innovation of its day, the school featured central air conditioning, wall-to-wall car-
peting, movable walls, and an open floor plan in the classroom areas. There was even a different language used to describe the
school: it was the field house, not the gymnasium; the dining commons, not the cafeteria; modules (or “mods” for short), not
periods; the classrooms were grouped together in pods, not wings; and the library was referred to as the media center.

Sandalwood was not only new and innovative, it was big. At the time of its construction, the school was the largest
single-story public high school built under one roof in the state of Florida.
Constructed on a 62-acre site, the building itself covered 270,000 square feet
(over 6 acres), featured 120 teacher stations, and was built (in 1971 dollars) at a
cost of over $4.5 million.

Despite its size and modern design, the school had serious problems in
its first few years. St. Johns Bluff Road was not paved until the school’s third
year, creating traffic tie-ups in the residential communities along Cortez Road,
which was the only paved route to the school. The overcrowding at the school
was of such proportions that extra time had to be allotted to the class change to
accommodate the movement of over 4,000 students trying to get from one class
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Meet Ms. Coleman!

By: Azsae Jones and Paige Hockaday

A new teacher is occupying room
111A this year at Sandalwood. She ditched
the campfires and tents that came with being
a camp counselor and decided she wanted to
teach Earth Space science. Her name is Ms.
Julia Coleman, and she is very proud to be a
Sandalwood Saint!

Ms. Coleman has been teaching for
three years now. She originally wanted to be a
fashion designer, but when she went to col-
lege she decided the fashion industry wasn’t
for her. She came to realize teaching was the
way to go, and then started teaching geogra-
phy. This is her third year teaching and now
she’s teaching earth space science. When
asked why she wanted to teach science, she
answered: “Science is very interesting! And |
was good at science in high school.”

So far Ms. Coleman is enjoying San-
dalwood and she is happy to be a part of the
great staff we have. “I love working here! It's
fun getting to know all of the different stu-
dents and a new subject.” She is not only
book smart, but she also loves sports. “In the
future, | would like to coach a sport, hopefully
softball, but any sport would be fun!”

Outside of school, she is very active!
She loves to go to the gym, spend time with
her family and friends. “l also like to bake.”
Ms. Coleman played softball in college and
now she plays golf. “My name is Julia, which
means youthful. It really describes my person-
ality because I'm silly, | love to have fun, and |
never want to grow up!”

(continued from page 1) The dining commons was overwhelmed at
lunchtime, and some classes were so large it sometimes took two teachers to
cover them. The teachers, students, parents, and administration were
constantly at odds over how the school should be run. It got so bad, that on
February 16, 1972, students simply got up and walked out of the school in
protest over the schools policies.

A change in leadership at the school came with the new Principal,
James C. Roberts, in Sandalwood’s second year, the 1972-73 school year.
Under Mr. Roberts’ leadership, Sandalwood outgrew its growing pains and
went on to achieve full accreditation and was even awarded National Model
School status several years later. The school’s reputation improved so
quickly that Florida Governor Reubin Askew paid a visit to Sandalwood in
1974.

Today Sandalwood is known as a senior high school only. Growth
in Jacksonville’s Southside and Arlington areas along with changes in the
Duval County Public Schools in the late nineteen eighties necessitated
Sandalwood being re-designated for the ninth through twelfth grades. A
football stadium and swimming pool have been added. Residential
neighborhoods surround the school where a wooded swamp once existed.
The new 9A highway has been built within a stone’s throw from the school.
Many changes have taken place at Sandalwood and in Jacksonville since
1971. For those of us who experienced the early years of Sandalwood’s
history, we have a special place in our hearts for that big school with no
windows that was built in the middle of a swamp. To us, yesterday’s
“school of the future” is today’s window to our past.

Ms. Copley, New Teacher?

Although Ms. Copley is thought of as a new teacher, she was
actually here when the Saints first began their march

By: Diamond Starkey and Cydnei Nettles

Ms. Suzanne Copley is a wonderful English teacher with not only
the passion of teaching but learning as well. Ms. Copley attended and
graduated from Terry Parker High school in 1971. She later went to
college and received a bachelor’s degree in English as well as a
Bachelor of Science degree in Biology. Being a great standardized tester
since a child, she decided to put her special ability to use and become a
school teacher. Even though she began her teaching career in 1981, she
began her time as a Saint in 1983. She was only a Saint for a few years,
leaving Sandalwood in 1986. Ms. Copley then began teaching at other
schools in Gainesville for about 8 years. After teaching for a brief period,
she decided to put her career on hold. “I felt like | needed another piece
of life,” she claimed. She developed a facility for her other passion,
horses, including breeding her own champion stallion, named
Michelangelo, as well as coaching dressage, which is an Olympic sport.
She eventually returned to teaching in 2005. When asked to come back
to Sandalwood by Mrs. Schultz and Ms. Roberts, she quickly agreed. It is
her belief that Sandalwood has never lost its pride, and she hopes it
never will. The only thing she wishes she could possibly change is the
isolation of the faculty. She wishes the staff was more together as a
family like it was back in the 80’s. Finally, she raves about how beautiful
Sandalwood has stayed. She loves English and hopes to keep pushing
her students to their fullest potential.
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Meet Princioal Ledford! going to relate to the student body?

A: | want to communicate more with the students. | want to
let them know that | am here for them and | want to help them succeed.
Most of all | want to help them have the best experience at Sandalwood
High School.

By: Ashley Goodman and Elle Farrar

Q: What is your favorite subject?
A: Mathematics!

Q: What is your zodiac sign?
A: Pisces

Mr. Ledford has his students’ best needs in mind, he wel-
comes any student to approach him and ask him any questions they
are curious about. He came to Sandalwood with an open mind, and
ready to show us how he can maintain this school’s good reputation.

“Saint Surprises”
Over the decades: 70s-90s

1970s:

This 2011-2012 school year started off with a great surprise, a new 1973 Just two vears after the
principal was sitting in Mrs. Schultz's office. Although the departure of Mrs. Schultz - )Y
was quite heartbreaking, the Saints welcomed Mr. Ledford with open arms. He school’s opening, our very own
came from Baldwin High School where there were approximately 600 high school - Coach Bartley played for Sandal-
students, to Sandalwood High School with a population of over 3,100. This was a  Wood Saints football.
drastic transition; what's behind the man who accepted this challenging change? 1975: The Varsity Cheer Squad
consisted of only 9 girls. The
team went to competition and

A: The transition was smooth thanks to such a great administrative won a blue ribbon as well as
staff. Sandalwood is lucky to have such grand faculty and staff to help me out. Most Spirited” award.

Q: What is your 1980s:

philosophy onedu-  1987: That school year, the

cation? schools theme was based on
A lbe-  Earth, Wind and Fire.

lieve that all students  1989: In September a school

have the ability and ~ bus ran into our school,

| the right to pursue  knocked power out for an

" and achieve great  hour, and the bus driver

things. blamed it on a aggravating

Q: How long do you bee!

| plan on being at 1 9908:

e Sandalwood? 1990: Coach Casey Gibson placed
f ’ Al 4™ in a regional wrestling competi-
~“ would love to stay  tion.

here as long as they  1998: Our very own Teacher of
need. | hope fo The Year, Melissa Osborn, gradu-

achieve great ngs . 4 fm Sandalwood High School
here as well as help in 1998

others to achieve.

Q: How did you cope with the transition from such a small school to a large one?

Q: How are you
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Journey to the Championship
Trophy

By Mikaelia Richardson & Jazmine Chandler

It’s every high school football team’s dream to make it to the
playoffs, and if they’re lucky, go on to be the Championship trophy
recipient. Sandalwood High School’s Football team is no exception to
this seemingly tough dream to achieve. Though the team’s position in
the Florida State rankings for High School football teams is 100, sta-
tistics show a 4-1 win-loss ratio. The team members know that if they
aspire to be Championship title holders, hard work, determination, and
teamwork have to be their three main rules throughout the course of
this year’s football season. This is evident in the team’s warm up ses-
sion technique which includes the strenuous 100 yard dash. Huddled
together, arms raised, jumping up and down, showing a “family bond”
that can never be broken, the team shows their pride by cheering a
phrase that only they can comprehend. , Right guard, D’ Andre
Mitchner was asked how the team relates to their coaches, (Geis,
Bartley, Pariseau, Casey, and Teeple); “We view them as role mod-
els,” he said with great admiration. Mitchner also stated that he con-
siders his other team members family. “Being around each other and
playing a sport we all enjoy helps take our mind off situations outside
of football.”

What the players are most excited about is the Sandalwood
versus Deland game on October 21, 2011. The Saints must win against
the Deland Bulldogs in the playoffs if they want to advance to the
championship game. The Sandalwood Saints Football team has a lot of
work to do in order to claim the state Championship Trophy. With a
multitude of rivals who equally dream of gaining such victory, will the
Saints be able to march into their own triumph? Only the Saints can
make that dream a reality.

Run Saints Runl!
By Luis Tejeda & Cornelius Thompson

This year's cross country team is better
than ever! The Boys and Girls cross country teams
have some of the best runners the school can offer.
With an impressive performance in their first meet
at Ridgeview, these hardworking, sweat drenched
Saints were ready for the next level. Coach Press of
the boys’ team says his goal everyday is to be better
than the day before. Mental preparation, rituals and
visualizing improvement are the first steps in the
process of developing the team into better competi-
tors and runners. Cross country is a mental sport
and these runners take good care of their bodies to
maintain good strength and condition for competi-
tions.

Press states, “Everyone can run, but not
many high school athletes are strong enough men-
tally to regularly compete in a 3.1 mile race.”

Coach Colvin, of the girls’ team expresses
her main goal this year is to pass Fletcher! Their
times are really close to ours, and she is positive it
will happen. “The girls surpassed my expectations; |
was so proud of each of them,” said Colvin. Accord-
ing to Coach Colvin, running against tougher com-
petitors pushes the girls to become better. These
Lady Saints maintain great strength with high oc-
tane drills, hills, and miles. Averaging 30 to 35 miles
a week, these Saints are ready for the big battle.
Come support our running Saints at any of their
meets.

2011-12 Boys & Girls Cross Country Schedule

Sept. 10. @ Ridgeview
Sept. 13. @ Mandarin 4:30pm
Sept. 17. @ Bishop Kenny
Sept. 20. @ Stanton 4:30 pm
Sept. 24. @ FSCJ North 8:00am
Sept. 27. Home 4:30pm
Oct. 1. @ Bartram Trail 8:00am
Oct. 4. @ Mandarin 4:30pm
Oct. 8. @ Buchholz (Gainesville) TBD
Oct 11. Home 4:30
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Is Chivalry Dead?

By Samantha Campbell and Dannette Holmes

It seems as though in today’s age chivalry is a term that is never
seen put in action. Chivalry is a distinguished gentleman. In medieval times
being chivalrous was having the characteristics of a knight. Some men claim
that they are not chivalrous because they feel it will go unnoticed and there-
fore they feel unappreciated. What these men fail to recognize is that being a
gentlemen should be done whether or not it is noticed. Many also believe
that chivalry is no longer taught in households because as a child you are
very impressionable, so the behavior of the child’s parents will reflect on

them (whether it is good or bad).

Many men, as well as young men do not know that they should
never walk in front of a woman, especially going up the stairs. It shows gen-
erosity, humility, and masculinity when a man helps his date get home safely
or offering his jacket went it is cold. But now, showing hospitality for a
stranger is no longer a must. Opening the car door for a lady or carrying her
bags, forget about it. Simple things such as saying “bless you” or “excuse

me” are gone unsaid.

Being chivalrous goes further than just actions towards ladies, it
includes showing dignity and courtesy to all, as well as having honor and
being true to ones words. Chivalry isn't dead it is merely endangered to most

of man kind.

Sandalwood Senior Life

Calling all Class of 2012 seniors!

By: Marie Rosario and Jasmin Culp

The Senior Tailgate topped of the month of September, with delicious
food, splendid music and enjoyable quality time spent with each other. It
was an event to be remembered! Our year has just begun, and it is only
right to make this last year of high school a lifetime experience that we all
can place in our memories forever. Our next upcoming event is the “Saints
Remember: A 40 Year Legacy,” the theme for Homecoming Week. Home-
coming week will be October 31-November 4th. Saints chant will be Nov. 3rd
7:00 (free admission) where we will be having a dance competition and

bonfire.

On November 4 at 7:00pm, we will end that spirited week with a foot-
ball game against Spruce Creek, where the Homecoming Queen and King
will be crowned. Saturday night will be the Homecoming dance at Hidden
Hills Country Club. The decorations will be black and silver to commemorate
our 40t year, so students are encouraged to wear black and silver attire as
well. In October, be sure to be on the lookout for our first senior breakfast.

Twitter from New Students
By: Haley Curtis and Meilani Gonzales
Have you noticed how crowded our

school has become this year? It’s because
we have had so many students transfer in
from Stanton, Paxon, and Engelwood along
with all of the incoming freshman. The
schools that were supposed to be a great
place for a student to carry out their high
school years did not live up to expectations
for many. Sandalwood came out on top of
all the budget cuts, still providing many ex-
citing features that other schools got rid of.
Parents that were in a tough position, with
the transportation being cut, were thrilled to
realize all of the incentives of being a Saint.
A few of the popular programs we offer in-
clude: A.V.I.D, JROTC, Early College, Dual
Enrollment, and G.I.S. We asked a few for-
mer Paxon students what they think of the
woodshed so far...

What’s happening?

Ciara_Dart

I’m new to Sandalwood. I switched from
Paxon High to here and I like it better than
Paxon. Sandalwood has better teachers,
more school spirit, and I get home in time
for my job.

Alan_Edwards

I left Paxon to come to Sandalwood because
I wanted more free time to do other activi-
ties. Going to Paxon would mean spending
lots of time on a bus, a little time at home,
and the rest for homework and the essentials
of life (eating, sleeping, bathing). I also left
Paxon because of the transportation issues.
Desiree_Corbat

I left Paxon because they got rid of our
buses. I wasn't so sure about it at first but
once I got used to Sandalwood I loved it!
There's a lot more people but I got used to it
and I think I like sandalwood more. I'm with
old friends and have some cool teachers. I'm

glad I switched schools.
Page 5 ]



“STICKS AND STONES MAY BREAK MY BONES, BUT

FRESHMAN SURVEY WORDS WILL NEVER HURT ME”

BY : SYUZANNA AVAGYAN

AND MIYA ARCENEAUX By: Sydney Franklin and Melissa Peterson

Have you ever wondered about what Now-a-days when you think of high school, what
freshmen think about Sandalwood? comes to mind first? The cliché popular groups, jocks, nerds
Well we have the answers! We calcu- and oh yes, bullies! Bullies are the kids who supposedly find it
lated that 91 freshmen knew that your — necessary to pick on the younger kids who have no advantage.
GPA freshman year counts towards col- Most of the time a bully is a person who 3\
lege. Great job guys! We all know that in reality is insecure about themselves. NO BULLY
Sandalwood hallways get very crowded  Bullying can come from anyone and

| during class changes. Well 32 freshmen sometimes we do it and don’t even no- /*?

think that Sandalwood hallways are crowded and cause tice it. How can you bully? Verbal

them to be late. We've all been there. Since Sandalwood abuse, online abuse, and mental abuse. 4

has many students, it does take a long time for people to A survey showed 42 percent of kids who

receive their lunches. Twenty-four of the freshmen think have been bullied, ages 14-24 have ex- ZONE

that the lunches should be longer than they are now. This is perienced abusive behavior digitally, a_—

understandable! We all don’t like waking up early in the and one in four students have been ver-

mornings. It's especially hard when you're a freshman get-  bally attacked more than once, but why?
ting used to waking up at 5 or 6 AM instead of 7 or 8 AM. Facebook today is the most popular website used by teens and
Fourteen students in the class of 2015 said that waking up  half of the bullying comes from this internet site. Relation-
earlier for high school is the most difficult adjustment to ships, jealousy, hatred, and just being mean is considered bul-
make in high school. lying. Bullying isn’t a joke; there have been teens that commit-
ted suicide and even attempted suicide over what someone
~ said about them. We need to think before we open our mouths.
' Instead of saying something bad about another person, tell
them “hi.” Everyone is human and everybody hurts, so take
{ that into consideration. Be a person who stands up to bullying
(Zg " and stop it. If we do this one person at a time there is no telling
McKENZIE " where we could go. Let’s all come together as one. It’s not

N E L L OE . always like the saying, “sticks and stones may break my

bones, but words will never hurt me.” Words can hurt, bully-
WIL SC?}I;I }y{%ﬂ/{j ing hurts. Stop the pain!

CARE. GIVE. GROW.
BY BRITTANY HOPPER

N —

In the movie, Evan All-Mighty “God” speaks to Evan. The words he spoke were “You know how to change
the world son? One act of random kindness at time.” Everyone should take this to heart and begin changing the
world. The Wilson family created “The McKenzie Noelle Wilson Foundation” to honor McKenzie who passed away
from a rare and sudden illness. To continue her legacy of positively impacting young people, the foundation is dedi-
cated to the encouragment of people to uncover their deeper life's meaning and purpose. The Foundation provides
programs that encourage caring for others, giving to those in need, and growing in their own spirituality.

Recent News: August 16, 2011, Jacksonville FL: Local Teens Have Global Impact

Teen fundraisers help build orphanage for 20 homeless girls in Uganda
The bright blue walls of Amaka ga McKenzie stand in stark contrast to its dry brown surroundings. A mural of but-
terflies adorns the outside walls, and inside, a great luxury is found: indoor plumbing. Running water for both mod-
ern toilets and showers is not something one finds easily in Uganda. The home was made possible by fundraising
efforts from teen volunteers of The McKenzie Noelle Wilson Foundation. Volunteering at bake sales and school
canteens, selling necklaces and donating birthday gifts, local teens had been donating their time for months to raise
unds to support Amaka ga McKenzie. Their contributions were matched by other donors to make the orphanage a
Eeality. Learn more.: _ http://careqgivegrow.org https://www.facebook.com/caregiveqrow
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Homecoming in STYLE!

By Evangeline Fletcher

Sandalwood Lady Saints, homecoming is literally around the corner. Since the seasons are

changing and the temperature is dropping
dresses.

it maybe difficult to obtain the
Sandalwood Homecoming Dance is November 5, 2011,

hottest homecoming

and the temperature is expecting to drop

to the fifties that evening. Females could either wear a puffy or form fitting short dress that fits
the individual’ s style. Popular colors for our forty vear celebration would consist of black, sil-
ver, red, and cool color shades like purples, pinks, and blues. When purchasing your selective dress
do obtain a cardigan (jacket/sweater) to keep warm and cozy. Lady Saints, keep in mind when you

choose your dress SANDALWOOD DRESS CODE WILL BE ENFORCED! Likewise, don’ t

spend too much on a dress

that won’ t get you in the door at the Hidden Hills Homecoming Dance. Lastly, wear comfortable danc—
ing shoes because Saints are time traveling to the seventies and back to the future

Fashion

By: Brianna Day and Kristal Brown

Fashion 1s way of expressing who you truly are. Everyone has a
unique sense of style. Out of 250 Sandalwood seniors that were given a
survey on their favorite stores and brands of clothing, the majority of the
seniors favor shopping at “Forever 21” and buying the shoe brand “Vans.”
In the 1970’s popular brands were Lee, Wrangler, and Levi. Today, the
brand Lewvi is one of the top 3 brands that Sandalwood Seniors prefer.
Most stores disappear, but some stores continue to thrive, such as the
Gap. The Gap opened in 1969 and 1s still a popular store today. Fashion
1s every single day and will continue to expand throughout generations.

.
Stores Brands /%‘i v )
XXI: 42% ‘

Vans: 45.2%

b ap)/
b
&

Urban outfitters: 35.6%

Polo: 32.8%

. 0
Pacsun: 31.2% Levi’s: 38.4%

3 . 0
Hollister: 36.8% Converse: 34.8%

. 0
Charlotte Russe: 18.8% Tordan: 34.8%

. v}
Express: 15.2% Toms: 13.6%

. 0
Wetseal: 26% OP: 10%

i~ 0
Hot Topic: 25.6% Coach: 14%

. 0
Journeys: 26.8% Juicy Couture: 18.8%

. . . 0
Finish Line: 23.6% Nike: 42.4%

[

Watch for our
Holiday issue in
January!! That

issue will be sold

for 50 cents.

Which of
these
dresses
passes
the
dress

code??
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“Hope"
By Camry Trapp
Hope, that’s all she needed,
The only language she knew was love.

The actions she took always lead left her
defeated

Coming home late at night,

Her language slurred, this was just never
right.

Oh, Mother, Oh, Mother
The expression on your face,
Eyes blood shot red.

As if someone sprayed you with mace.
| pick you up and make you well.
But the repetition of your actions

Will never fail.

Every night | try to recognize a new objec-
tive.

Trying to keep you safe,

A new defense

To keep your body awake.

But it was just too powerful,

My artillery of non-violence never worked.
And then one day they took me away.
| couldn’t stop them.

| had to leave.

They forced me although | kicked, and
screamed.

Hope was all | needed

The only language | needed to know is love.

And while | was gone,
Your last breathe was talken,

Till this day, | blame myself.

CREATIVE WRITING/ART

| felt small, and frail, helpless like a little elf.
Inhale, exhale several last words and this is what she taught me...

Hope was all | needed

The only language | needed to know is love.

Keep Dreaming
By Courtnie Matthews

One step forward...

Two steps back..

Traveling on the road of life,
Getting trampled, stomped and kicked when you're down.
People always saying chin up, turn the frown around,
Nightmares of the bottom,

Slowly trying to reach the top;

What if I'm not good enough?

Inadequate and inferior?

What if my life suddenly stops? ‘
How do you tell someone who's lifeless that |
Life still goes on? i
What do you say to your children when they ‘
Ask why you never chased your dreams?
Chin up, just keep dreaming with a smile

On your face; something no one can replace.

I Page 8
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Movie Reviews
By Precious Tankard and Britnee Smith
Dream House

Dream House is a suspense thriller about a family that
unknowinglymoves into a home where grisly murders were committed
only to find themselves the killer's next target.

For many viewers who like horror movies, Dream House is not
one of them. Trailers and posters that advertised this movie are very
deceiving. Dream House is more of a mystery rather than a horror movie.
Although this is true; dream house is still very much engaging and a
suspenseful thriller. Its style and cinematography is appealing yet creepy.

Columbiana

In the action film Columbiana, Cataleya, a young woman, has
grown up to be an assassin after witnessing the murder of her parents as
a child. Turning herself into a professional killer and working for her
uncle, she remains focused on her ultimate goal: to hunt down and get
revenge on the mobster responsible for her parents' deaths.

This extraordinary action film is a great watch for those who enjoy an
adventure. Every twist, turn and corner in this movie will keep you on
edge. Overall this movie is a great watch, and | recommend this movie to
everyone.

Contagion

Contagion follows the rapid progress of a lethal airborne virus
that kills within days. As the fast-moving epidemic grows, the worldwide
medical community races to find a cure and control the panic that
spreads faster than the virus itself. At the same time, ordinary people
struggle to survive in a society coming apart.

Remake6Godzill aé

For years Godzilla has been around to keep the enthusiasm
high. In 2012 a remake will flood the theaters. This project is being
developed with Imax 3D to create a pop out experience like no other.
Although it is a remake, there are lots of surprises that won't be
accepted. With that being said, Godzilla fans get ready for this amazing
event in the summer of 2012.

Restaurant Review

By: Sabrina Matthews

and Samantha Doty

Recently, we went to eat dinner at
Logan’s Roadhouse. It's a new restaurant that
just opened up on the north side of town, in River
City Marketplace. The grand opening date was
September 26", We walked in not knowing what
to expect. The place was packed with about a ten
to fifteen minute wait, peanut shells spread out
across the floor, and a delicious aroma of steak,
ribs, and burgers in the air. Once we were
seated, the peanut shells were quickly explained.
In the middle of the tables, there are buckets of
peanuts and customers encouraged to place their
shells on the floor. The menu, prices for the en-
trees were quite reasonable. When we received
our food, we were extremely pleased with the
quality of it. We were impressed by the hospitality
and friendliness of the staff. The environment is
very homey and comfortable. Overall we were
satisfied with the new restaurant and we would
definitely recommend it to anyone looking for a
good steakhouse.




Got Saint Swag? - Participate in the Pep Rallies !
By Camry Trapp and Kayla Demus

We kicked of the school year with a pep rally before our game against Baldwin High School, from where our new
principal transferred. Dean Ledford came out in a Baldwin box, and when he broke down the box and jumped out everyone
booed him until he tore off his Baldwin shirt and revealed his new found saint spirit. Everyone agrees that no pep rally gets
down like a Saints’ pep rally. Who’s going to win the spirit stick? Juniors or seniors, sophomores or freshmen, it’s a battle of
spirit. Not only do we scream, we dance! The dance team set the stage with their Thriller moves at the Fletcher pep rally and
the new question was who could dance better? At the Senior/junior Pep rally the senior football player Marquel Sumter ran to
the dance floor to break down with his Michael Jackson moves. These hilarious pep rallies aren’t an excuse to get out of class;
they are a Saints bonding experience. So next time your hear the news of a pep
rally dress in your best Saints attire and sign up to participate. Show your Saint
B pride. Saint it loud; Saint it proud! Show your SAINT SWAG.

Killer Device??
By Amber Brown and Micayla Pickle

Do you believe technology has
taken it too far? From cell phones, to
IPods, to new improved laptops. But what
about the RFID? Does this ring a bell? For
those who do not know what the RFID
stands for, it means Radio Frequency
Identification Device. And as crazy as it
may sound, it is a human tracking device
that contains individual identities.

According to the government, this device was invented to somehow stop criminals from traumatizing lives.
Scientist have come up with a way to find a device that is small enough to be surgically implanted either in your wrist or
forehead. Does this at all sound strange?

In 1969 Mario Cardullo received the first patent for a passive read/write RFID tag. He is the genesis behind all
of this. For proof please go to the website http://www.rfidjournal.com for more information on this killer device. Mr.
Cardullo came up with the idea while sitting next to an IBM engineer on a flight to Washington. The engineer was
implementing the CARTRAK system for the railroad industry. This system was consisted of a bar-code placed on the side
of each railroad car and when this railroad car pass a beam of light scans the barcode identifying the car. From there,
Mr. Cardullo came up with the idea of the RFID tag.

I know you’re probably wondering what are the pros and cons of this new device. Well, there are concerns about
this small microchip device. For example, this small microchip has lethal cyanide acid inside of it that can be activated
at any time. What is the reason for that? Oddly enough, we don’t know. But the real question is, would you consider
getting this chip implanted in you?

Researchers have found healthy aspects of the RFID. This device can help with seniors who are suffering with
Alzheimer’s, and the chip will successfully signal heat exhaustion for football players on the field. Are you tired of
watching your back for criminals? Well, scientists have created a tracking device inside of the chip to track those who
are harmful to you and your family. However, concerns are arising about privacy. Will the government eventually require
everyone to have an RFID? Has technology gone too far??
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Early College Program

By Thorne Pavish and Zacharie Rowser

Pride, amazement and joy are feelings you have and get in the Early College Program. Kids often don’t know the
cost of college, but parents do and dread the day. In this program your first two years of high school are just like anyone
else’s except that you have one dual enrollment course each year. The next two years are spent at the actual FSCJ
South Campus, with the occasional class at Sandalwood. Don’t think that this is an easy program. You have to apply
yourself and have confidence. This course is an amazing course and if you follow through, two weeks before you
graduate high school you will also have your AA Degree. Now hear what some of the faculty and students are saying

about the Early College Program.

Mrs. Haines says in her opinion “Early College students have decided that they are ready to move at a faster
pace toward college level courses.” Early College raises the bar of expectation. Mrs. Haines also states that “some
benefits of Early College are that students are working to earn their Associates of Arts Degree upon graduation from high
school.”

Mrs. Rowett states that “Early College classes are different than standard classes because of the students and
the workload. The students have received higher FCAT scores and therefore the content is higher level.” She also states
that the benefits are “students gain organizational skills and they are more prepared for college classes.”

Student Brittney Hopper says “it’s beneficial because you graduate with your AA. It helps you do better in life.”

Student Justin Glynn says “Early College is a great opportunity; you get a college experience and a challenging
curriculum. It also saves you and your parents a lot of money.”

Student Leah Gantjos says “Early College is beneficial because it is
extremely cost effective to not have to pay for your first two years of college.”

Early College has many benefits to outweigh the work that you have to do.
Scholarships
By: Elizabeth Pamblanco and Valentina Correa

Imagine the college of your dreams. Now imagine the price tag of the
college of your dreams. The majority of graduating high school students can’t
afford 50,000 dollars tuition. Scholarships can range from hundreds to thou-
sands of dollars. Many students rely on scholarships to pay for all or part of

their college tuition.

The first question many students ask is “How do you apply for a schol-
arship?” Actually, there are many ways to apply for scholarships. You can visit
the website of the specific college you plan on attending. You can ask the
board of admissions at your specific college and look through scholarship
books. Good websites to help pick a scholarship that may fit you are fast-

web.com, cappex.com, and zinch.com.

. . The Halo Staff

If you’re wondering where you should go to ask questions, your house
guidance counselor and any AVID teacher will be glad to help. A helpful hint is Editors: Bridgette York, Evie
to apply for scholarships with a little amount of money. Many people never pay | Fletcher, Samantha Doty, Ash-
any attention to small scholarships and only a hand full of students apply. ley Goodman
Since only a few apply for these small scholarships, your chances for getting
that money are much better. One of the most common scholarships in Florida
is Florida Bright Futures. Sponsor: Mrs. Sisler

Reporters: Leadership Classes

Now that you know all about scholarships get out there! Figure out how
you can get scholarship money for college. Don’t wait! The time is now!
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Top Recession Proof Jobs in America for 2011
By: Bailey Cronin

In America today there are many jobs being
eliminated because of the economy. Large corporations
and small family run businesses are struggling to
succeed. Many must turn to downsizing in an effort to
maximize their profits. Even long term employees are
finding themselves without work. Often times those who
become unemployed must change careers in order to find
lasting employment in these tough economic times.

There seems to be a few recession proof jobs, careers
that seem to be resilient to today’s economy. According to
CNBC, the following jobs are the ten most recession proof
careers in America today:

Sales Representative/ Business Development
Software Design/ Development
Nursing (And Most Health Care Professions)

Accounting & Finance Executive

Networking/ Systems Administration
Administration Assistant

1

2

3

4

5. Accounting Staff
6

7

8. Software Implementation Business Analysis
9

Research Business Analysis

10. Finance Staff

In good times and bad these jobs/careers are
sustainable and readily available. Remember this list is
the opinion of CNBC and other recession proof jobs exist.
The challenge today for young people is to consider one
of these jobs as we evaluate our career choices. We
should best position ourselves for a lasting, long career
that will weather any economic storm.

ters degree in international relations, Brigety went on to become an assistant
professor at the George Mason University and also worked as a researcher in
the arms division at Human Rights Watch. Now Brigety serves as the Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State at the U.S. Department of State.

Though we have the opportunities to enjoy high school because of
football games, pep rallies, and dances, we must never forget that the main
objective of school is to prepare young people for the future. We have heard
many times that the fate of this nation and of this world rests on our shoulders.
Therefore, it is imperative that each of us develop his/her individual talents to

the best of his/her ability.

“For it is only through the collective efforts of many people committed to im-
proving themselves, that a positive improvement can be made in our society

and in the world.” - Reuben E. Brigety llI
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Halo Announcements

Homecoming week:

Monday: 708s celeb day
Tuesday: 800s hair day
Wednesday:
Thursday 008s Techie Day

Friday: Young and Old Saints day

e Homecoming Dance will be at Hidden hills on Satur-

day November 5th from 711

e College visits!
-November 1st: Air National Guard

-November 17th: Florida Atlantic University

e Veterans Day NO SCHOOL November 11th

e Chorus Winter Crescendo December 2nd @ 6:30
e Christmas break December 18#%January 2nd

¢ 2nd Semester ends January 19th, 2012

Where Are They Now?

By Elizabeth Hall and Sussan Salas

As a graduate from Sandalwood High School, Class of 1991,

Reuben Brigety has lived a very successful life. In high
school Brigety was recognized for his accomplishments in

Social Studies and Math. After graduating from Sandalwood,

he went on to become a Lieutenant of the U.S. Navy at the
U.S. Naval Academy. From there, Brigety earned a scholar-
ship to the prestigious college known as the University of
Cambridge. After graduating from Cambridge with a mas-

900s Nickel odeon

day




