2006 Summer Reading School (SRS)

Question and Answer
1. What are the dates of Summer Reading School (SRS)?  
June 19 – July 14
2. What is the schedule for Summer Reading School (SRS)?  
SRS will be six hours per day, 5 days per week for 18 days.  School will not be in session July 3 or 4.

3. Is there an attendance policy for SRS?  
Yes.  Students may not miss more than 3 of the 18 days of SRS in grades 4-10.
4. Will there be Summer Reading School in all schools?  
No.  SRS will be established in cluster sites.  All efforts will be made to use schools that did not have summer programs last year.  There is a possibility some of the same schools may be utilized again this year; however, a different administrator might have responsibility for overseeing the program.
 

5. Will students attending magnet schools attend Summer Reading School at their home school or magnet school?  
Summer Reading School will be determined by cluster sites.  Students will attend SRS based on their home school, not special assigned school.  A magnet school may be selected to serve as a Summer Reading School site within a cluster area.

6. Will the cluster schools share leadership? 

a. It was recommended that Vice Principals and Assistant Principals be given the opportunity to administer Summer Reading School Programs where possible.  

b. The secondary school Principals recommended the leadership at the cluster site school administer the summer program. 

c. The elementary school Principals requested the administration be shared among the principals in the cluster where there is no Vice-Principal.
7. Will students be provided transportation?  
Yes, if they live more than 1.5 miles from the school site.

8. Will students be provided lunch?  
Schools that meet the free and reduced lunch guidelines will be provided lunch.  If a school does not meet the guidelines, the students may bring their lunch each day.

9. How will teachers be selected for SRS?  
The district will work with DTU to ensure that teachers with reading certification and those with experience teaching reading or teachers with extensive reading training be given priority in the selection of teachers.

10. What will be the pay rate for teachers?  
Teachers will be paid their hourly rate.
11. What will be the class size?  
The district goal is a 15 to 1 ratio in elementary and secondary classes.
12. What will be the curriculum for SRS?  
The District will develop/select the reading and writing curriculum and materials for each level.  Training will be provided for the teachers before SRS begins.
13. May students who meet the SRS criteria attend private summer school?  
Under certain circumstances, the Principal and Regional Superintendent may give permission for a student to attend an accredited private summer school to remediate subjects/courses.  (Required hours of instruction)

14. If a student is unable to attend SRS (i.e., attending private summer school for promotion or custody reasons) may he/she come to SRS on the last day and take the NRT?
The home school Principal and Regional Superintendent may issue a waiver for the student to attend SRS for the NRT only (Grades 4-10).  Pre-registration is recommended.
15. May students who are retained due to DCPS promotion policies attend SRS if they score Level 1 on FCAT Reading?  
Eligibility to attend SRS will be determined by the Student Progression Plan.  Only students (gr. 4-10) who have met promotion requirements as outlined in the Student Progression Plan and scored Level 1 on FCAT Reading or scored below the 35th percentile on NRT are eligible to attend Summer Reading School.  Grade 1 and 2 students who score in the “intensive” range on the spring DIBELS test may attend for remediation only—not promotion.
16. What if a student does not have an FCAT score either because he/she did not test or enrolled from private or out-of-state school?  
Students in grades 4-10 will be administered a norm referenced assessment during the fourth quarter to determine a percentile ranking.  Students who do not score at the 35th percentile or above will be eligible for SRS if they have met all other promotion requirements.

17. Will Level 1 students enrolling from out-of-county be required to attend SRS?  

a. Yes, if the student is registered in a DCPS before the end of the school calendar and brings with him/her an FCAT Level 1 score in Reading and meets promotional requirements.  Grade 6-10 students will be required to attend SRS and score at the 25th percentile or above to be promoted.  Grade 4-5 will be required to attend SRS and score at the 25th percentile or above or complete the required portfolio to be promoted.  Grade 3 students will be required to score at or above the 51st percentile or complete the required portfolio to be promoted. Students in grades 4-10 who score above the 25th percentile but below the 36th percentile are promoted but are eligible to attend SRS for extra remediation.
b. No, if the student registers after school has been officially closed for the year. If the student was promoted to the next grade by another district, DCPS will honor that recommendation for the upcoming year.  The student will be retained the following year if all requirements are not met.

18. How will this promotion policy affect Standards Based Promotion students?  
Middle school students in Standard-Based Promotion or Leap Forward Programs that promote (in school) at mid-year will be promoted by the same promotion policy as all other students at the end of the year.
19. What happens to a Level 2 student, who is retained due to not meeting promotion requirements then in the second year in that grade, meets promotion requirements but scores Level 1 on FCAT Reading? 
The student will be promoted – the higher FCAT score will be recognized.

20. Will there be changes to the portfolio process for grades 3 through 5? 
No.  We will use the same portfolios that have been used during the school year.

21.  What happens to a Level 1 student, grade 4 or above, who is also retained due to grades/GPA and the next year scores Level 1 but meets grades/GPA promotion requirements?
If a student is retained in Grade 4 or 5 with a Level 1 in reading, and the next year, in the same grade, scores a Level 1, he/she may be promoted.  The policy includes a statement that limits the retention due to FCAT reading to one per grade structure, i.e., 4-5, 6-8, 9-10.

22. Will there be a portfolio system for middle school students this year?  
No.
23. What is the promotional requirement for grade 3?  
A student who scores Level 1 on FCAT reading must meet the current teacher judgment criteria and academic requirements as outlined in the Student Progression Plan AND at least ONE of the Good Cause Exemptions (s.1008.25, F.S.).  Students will be provided the opportunity to attend summer reading school in order to complete portfolio documentation and prepare for the norm-referenced assessment.

24. What are the Good Cause Exemptions for Grade 3?

a. ESOL – Limited English Proficient students who have had less than two years of instruction in an English for Speakers of Other Languages program

b. PASS D – Students with disabilities whose individual education plans indicate that participation in the FCAT is not appropriate

c. Alternative Standardized Reading Assessment  (FCAT NRT or state-approved, norm-referenced test) – Students who score at or above the 46th percentile (FCAT NRT/SAT10) or the 51st percentile on the alternative assessment given later in the year to those who did not have an FCAT score (SAT/9).
d. Portfolio (ESE and Regular Education Students) – Students who complete a student portfolio prepared in accordance with district guidelines demonstrating that they are reading equal to at least a Level 2 performance on the reading portion of the FCAT

e. ESE (previously retained) – Students with disabilities who take the FCAT and who have an AIP, IEP, or Section 504 Plan and have received reading remediation for two or more years AND were previously retained

f. Twice Retained – Students who have received reading remediation for two or more years and were previously retained two or more years.

25. What is the promotional requirement for grades 4-5?  
The student must meet the current teacher judgment criteria and academic requirements as outlined in the Student Progression Plan AND at least ONE of the following:

a. Score a Level 2 or above on the FCAT Reading SSS;

b. Score at least at the 25th percentile on the FCAT Reading Norm Referenced Test;

c. Complete a student portfolio prepared in accordance with district guidelines demonstrating that the student is reading on grade level; or

d. Successfully complete the district’s summer reading school by meeting attendance requirements and by scoring at or above the 25th percentile on a State-approved norm referenced reading test.


26. What is the promotion requirement for grades 6-10?
The student must meet the current teacher judgment criteria, credit and academic requirements as outlined in the Student Progression Plan AND at least ONE of the following:

a. Score a Level 2 or above on FCAT or above on FCAT Reading SSS;

b. Score at least at the 25th percentile on the FCAT Reading NRT; or

c. Successfully complete the district’s summer reading school by meeting attendance requirements and scoring at or above the 25th percentile on a State-approved norm referenced reading test.

27. What are the Good Cause Exemptions for students in grades 4-10?

Good cause exemptions for students in grades 4-10 shall be limited to the following:

1.  Limited English Proficient Students who have had less than two years of 
 instruction in English for Speakers of Other Languages Program.

2.  Students with disabilities whose individual education plans indicates they will take FCAT and are following General Education Standards for all academic subjects must have received reading remediation for more than two years and have been previously retained one time in any grade except Pre-K.
3.  Students with disabilities whose IEP indicates they will take FCAT and are following modified General Education Standards (special standards) or Alternative Curriculum (special standards) for one or more subject areas.
4.  Students with disabilities who have an IEP, AIP, or Section 504 Plan that reflects that they have received the intensive remediation more than two years, but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and were previously retained.  Previously retained refers to any grade with the exception of Pre-K.

28. Can a student be retained more than one time for scoring Level 1 on FCAT?

A student may only be retained once in grades 4-5, once in grades 6-8 and once in grades 9-10 due solely to his/her FCAT reading performance.  Students in grade 3 have good cause for promotion if they have received reading remediation for two or more years and were previously retained two or more years.  (See #24)

29. If a student is retained in grade 3 moves to grade 4 the following year and scores Level 1, will he be retained?  
Yes.  Even if all other promotion requirements are met, the Level 1 student must attend SRS, complete a portfolio or score at or above the 25th percentile on the NRT to be promoted.

30. Can you “fail” summer reading school?  
SRS is not a pass/fail program.  No credit will be given for attending SRS.  Students may be dismissed from the program if they do not meet the conduct and attendance requirement.

31. How are parents notified of the FCAT criteria for promotion?
Letters explaining the new criteria were included with each report card.  The information should also be included in parent meetings, newsletters, school website, district website, and other school-home communications.

Parents of students who qualify for the SRS will be notified by letter at the end of the school year.  Information on assigned school and transportation will be included in the letter.
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