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I hope everyone had a wonderful, relaxing spring break!  I know you returned to school with renewed vigor to finish the school year! 





We have a lot to accomplish in a short amount of time. Here are a few reminders and suggestions about the time you have remaining with your students.





Classroom Communication:  This is essential.  If the classroom teacher does not see the child operating in the middle reading group or above, keep working!  Remember, it is not about the level but the processing and transition back into the classroom.  If you still have time left in the child’s program and he is operating at a higher level with you, work on transition areas that need to be stronger in the classroom.  What needs to be strengthened?  Reading?  Writing?  Spend additional time in the area that is the weakest and look for opportunities to demonstrate, link, and teach for reciprocal gains.





Spend one lesson time visiting the classroom observing a guided reading group or writer’s workshop. Look at classroom writing samples.  Look at the independent books your child is reading in the classroom.  Does the child’s teacher need to watch your child in a Reading Recovery lesson?  Work with your partner to secure a time for the classroom teacher to observe.  This may help the teacher to see that her expectations may be too low or too high. 


					


Caution:  Do not end a child’s session too soon just because you are seeing success during your interactions together and he is reading at a higher level..


						





























NDEC NEWS


Please check data pages on the NDEC website for returns.  Also, please submit any information that you can as it becomes available.  I would like to stay ahead of the data as much as possible.  The end of the year is rapidly approaching and it would greatly assist me if all data doesn’t come in at the last minute.  Please follow your timeline as closely as possible.  End of the year information for records check and revised timelines will be distributed at the April CC.








Mark Your Calendars





Do you have professional vitality?





The Florida Association of School Administrators newsletter listed conditions that could replenish and invigorate principals in their work with a concept called ‘professional vitality’.  


Professional vitality is the ability to consistently work with:


Passion       a strong inner sense of purpose


Vigor           mental, physical, and emotional energy


Facility        ‘savvy’ and skill at the job; and


Satisfaction a sense of pleasure, accomplishment, 	          and fulfillment.





I think we can all benefit following this concept while we work with struggling readers and writers!











     As you know, Mary Ann and I spent the week of spring break, studying the new guidebook for Reading Recovery-Literacy Lessons: Designed for Individuals in Columbus, Ohio.  We spent the week working in small groups, reading and stretching our minds about what we already know about how children learn to read and write.  We also know that the 2 additional sessions in May and June are greatly needed!!!  





The 2006-2007 school year will be spent delving into the new book.  Our CC will probably look a little different next year.  The OSU training site will be assisting us in May to develop the framework of the re-training.  This will be an extensive task.  We will provide more information at the April CC.  The new books are in but we are awaiting word from OSU before distribution.  
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CONTINUING CONTACT	


April 3, 5 and 6





‘OTHER ROLE’ SUPPORT GROUP


April 13 (Final meeting)		4:00-5:00


TEAM Center	Room 222	





EARLY DISMISSAL DAY


April 12 & 26





HOLIDAYS


April 14 & April 17





TEACHERS AS READERS


April 27				4:00-5:30


TEAM Center (see page 2 for details)	All invited





Reading Recovery Training Class


April 4, 11, 18, 25			4:00-7:00


TEAM Center			Room 222
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!


April





       15 Bonnie Coss
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Jensen.  Please bring copies of your journal entries or notes for master plan documentation.





Anyone is invited to attend this last session, but please let me know before the 27th to ensure space availability and most importantly, enough refreshments!














Contact Information:	Lisa Johns					Mary Ann Clark


			Reading Recovery Teacher Leader			Reading Recovery Site Coordinator


			Phone:  348-7878    Fax: 348-7885			Phone:  390-2123


			Office:   #3002, 2nd floor, Rm. 207			Office:   #3001, 4th floor, Rm. 406


			Email:   � HYPERLINK "mailto:JohnsL2@eductationcentral.org" ��JohnsL2@eductationcentral.org�			Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:ClarkM2@educationcentral.org" ��ClarkM2@educationcentral.org�














	








A Seedling Partners Literacy Kit was not picked up after the last Continuing Contact session.  If you neglected picking up your school’s kit, please contact me so that I can send it to you.  








FROM THE 


DESK OF . . .














Out of the Mouths of Babes- Judy Howard ’04 of Annie R. Morgan writes about a new student that she received after the first of the year. 


 


“…she is a sweet, quiet little girl that barely looks at you.  Today during the lesson I had her write a known word (can) using sand.  She wrote can, then looked at me and said, "I want to ask you something".  I said sure ask away.  She wrote:  "CAn you hap me" in the sand.  I almost cried in front of her.  She read it aloud to me. "Can you help me"  All I could do was hug her and say, "You bet I can".  I told her she was going to be one of the best readers and writers in her class.” 





Here is a follow up received from Judy this week- She's reading on a level 12 now with excellent fluency and expression!!  We will never know what is in their hearts if we do not give them a way to show us!  Drop by the office to see a photo of the question in sand.  It will keep you focused on our goal!!





I will be out of the office on April 11-13 on personal leave.  If you have an emergency, please call the Title I office at 390-2123.








Sing a song of Birthdays�Full of fun and cheer�And may you keep on having them�For many a happy year.


 - Anonymous





Teachers As Readers will be having our last meeting on April 27th at 4:00 at the TEAM Center.  We will be viewing the video, A Practical Guide to Brain Based Learning by Eric 











(Continued . . .)    


If you think he could discontinue his program but is still in need of refining and using what he knows in the classroom, have your partner administer the OS and get discontinuing data but then continue to meet with the child daily to ‘tweek’ the processing and get it faster.  Please give me a call if you need to discuss an individual child in this situation.  





We do not have to be in a hurry to get someone else in the program before we make the ones we have secure. 


 Please call me when selecting any new child for the remaining weeks of school from this point on.             		Thanks(
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