
 

  

     Iôll admit right now, most of 

this article is represented 

through quotes by the author. In 

a recent Art Education Maga-

zine, an article jumped out at 

me title ñWhen is Creativity?; 

the basis being that teachers 

need to know what is and what 

is not creativity in the class-

room given 21st Century skills. 

     The author, Diane B. 

Jaquith, discusses intrinsic and 

extrinsic motivation. She states 

ñIntrinsic Motivation should be 

at the forefront of any conver-

sation about creativity at school 

[with] research show[ing] IM 

such as personal interest and 

curiosity [being] closely related 

with creativityò. Examples of 

IM are: content has personal 

relevancy, preference for cer-

tain art media, divergent think-

ing through play, satisfying a 

need by making a purposeful 

object for play or for a gift, 

work that is challenging/

personally rewarding. 

     Extrinsic Motivators 

ñinfluence studentsô creativity 

output in both positive and 

negative ways...and can deter 

creativity when learners are 

distracted by control factorsò.  

Some of these factors areò Pre-

scriptive step-by-step direc-

tions, rewards such as ófree 

drawô, emphasis on grades, 

competitive atmosphere, peer 

pressure, inadequate storage 

 

space, required exhibitions. 

     Okay, I can see the eye-

brows raise and the author does 

point out that ñart class cannot 

function effectively without 

certain constraints and bounda-

riesò. There are things we know 

must happen and things we 

know we have no control over 

such as space and time. 

     Ms. Jaquith provides an 

alternative to ófree drawô that I 

find interesting. She suggests 

the student be given a recycled 

book in which they can paint, 

draw, collage, etc. Hmmmé. 

does óaltered booksô ring a 

bell? 

     In another section of the 

article, the author points out 

Learner-Directed Pedagogy and 

Autonomy. ñLearners who con-

trol their art making are guided 

by intrinsic motivation to find 

and solve problems of their 

choosingò. In practicing this 

belief, the teacher creates an 

atmosphere of having ñmultiple 

studio centersò and the teacher 

shifts to the position of facilita-

tor, a resource, and a guide to 

the students. In doing so, the 

bulk of the work, the problem-

solving and creativity fall to the 

student. The author does point 

out that ñfinding a balance be-

tween direct teaching and fa-

cilitating is critical to support 

autonomy and creativity in the 

classò. 

Interventions to Enhance 

Creativity in Art Class  

     Although I will not list all of 

them, Ms. Jaquith provides 

strategies that can help encour-

age creativity: 

Be mindful of the purpose of 

instructional activities, restruc-

ture lessons to give learners 

ownership of problem solving, 

focus more on process than 

product looking forward to a 

surprise of open-ended solu-

tions, teacher-directed lessons 

are effective for skill building, 

whenever possible, let students 

make choices. 

     In conclusion, the author 

states ñCreativity is not found 

in rote exercises and prescribed 

assignments...Creativity can 

arise when students respond to 

visual culture around themé 

Creativity abounds when a  

student thinks divergently,  

ponders, makes mistakesé 

Creativity...thrives when learn-

ers...have full autonomy to 

problem solve and work at their 

own paceò. 

     Jack E. Matthews 

District Specialist/ 

Visual ArtðK-12 

 

If you would like the full article, 

contact the Art Office at 390-2677 or 

email 

matthewsj@duvalschools.org  
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January Mini-Conference: MAJOR SUCCESS! 

     The January Planning Day 

gave attending teachers a great 

opportunity to see the abso-

lutely awesome Atlantic Coast 

High School. Heartfelt appre-

ciation is extended to principal 

Debra Lynch and art teachers  

Kelly Delaney and Miriam 

Provisero for agreeing to host 

Duval County Art Teachers. 

Further kudos to Miriam for her 

wonderful workshops as well as 

those provided by Kathryn 

Darby, Jeannette Dennis, 

Judith Evans, Glendia      

Cooper, Anne and Devon 

Jacques, Jennifer Snead, 

Megan Welch, and Terry 

Woodlief. Teachers came away 

with great ideas, information, 

and some pretty cool hands-on 

projects.  Teachers expressed 

appreciation to see other art 

labs in the county. 

winners also   received an i-

pad!   

     This was very good news for 

Dana Garfinkel (LaVilla 

School of the Arts) as one of 

her students made the 1st place 

roster. One of Kelly Delaneyôs 

students (Atlantic Coast High 

School) received 3rd place in 

the high school division as well 

as a student of Anne 

Jacquesô (Robert E. Lee High 

School).  First Place winners 

will move on to the regional 

competitions for a chance to 

win a trip to Turkey. 

     Rebecca Barry, weekend 

weather reporter for Channel 4, 

was the host. Presenters of 

awards included, Sheriff John 

Rutherford, Councilman John 

Cresinbini, Dr. Debra     

Murphy (UNF), School Board 

member Paula Wright, Dr. 

Joanne Davis  (DCPS Supervi-

sor of World Languages) and 

Jack Matthews (DCPS District 

Specialist/Visual Art Programs 

K-12). 

     Jurors for this contest     

included retired art teachers 

Gerie Leigh, Gretchen    

Ebersol, and Dale Burden. 

     Friday night, January 14, 

2011 was a very special night 

for many middle school and 

high school students as they 

were honored by the Amity 

Turkish Cultural Center for 

artwork and essays created for 

this yearôs contest. The theme 

was ñEmpathy: A Walk in An-

otherôs Shoesò. Award-winning 

honorable mention students 

received gift certificates for $25

-75. Students in 3rd, 2nd, and 

1st place received $100, $200, 

and $300 respectively in middle 

and high school divisions. Ad-

ditionally, the 1st place winners 

received an        i-pad. Better 

yet, the teacher for the 1st place 
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Student Artwork at the ATMsñ 

Robert E. Lee studentôs in Anne Jacquesô art classes participated in an art 

contest sponsored by Financial Credit Union. The result: 5 images of     

student artwork chosen to adorn local ATMs.  The theme was based on  

celebrating 75 years of serving Jacksonville and celebrating its diversity. 

Participating teachers received a $200 gift certificate to staples for supplies. 

Students received string backpacks. The community will be able to vote on 

the images at branches of FCU. The student of the winning image will   

receive an i Pad. Second place winner will receive an i-Pod. 

Amity Turkish Cultural Center Awardsñ 



the remarkable Betsy Lovett.  

     The Duval Art Teachers 

Association Board was well 

represented by members      

Jennifer Snead, Megan 

Welch, Susan Cannizzaro, 

Patti Wright, Gerie Leigh, 

Glendia Cooper, and Jack 

Matthews. 

entations, and a live perform-

ance by an actress portraying  

Mrs. Cummer in the  recently 

renovated Tudor Room. 

     Included in the festivities 

were Wayne and Delores 

Weaver, Mr. and Mrs,      

Preston Haskell, School Board 

member Martha Barrett, and 

     It was a pretty jam-packed 

weekend as Saturday evening, 

January 15th set the stage for 

the many events that will occur 

in celebration of the Cummer 

Museumôs 50th Anniversary. 

The Museum was host to over 

800 supporters that evening with 

live music, on-going slide pres-

Cummer Museum: Celebrating 50 Yearsñ 
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and 16th due to a conflict.  

Teachers will submit up to 20 

pieces and can deliver work to 

the Art Lab until 6:00 pm both 

days. A hard copy of the      

electronic log sheet is to be 

attached to the package of  

     Original dates for Middle 

School art teachers to submit 

artwork for the annual exhibi-

tion have been bumped up by a 

day. Work will be due March 

14th and 15th (Monday and 

Tuesday) rather than the 15th 

Elementary Library Shows Next Monthñ 

Middle School Work: DUE DATES CHANGED!!! 

work. Electronic log sheets will 

be sent to teachers via email this 

month with further instructions. 

Juror for this annual even will 

once again be Artist in Resi-

dence Joi Hosker. 

town site. 

     All elementary art teachers 

will meet at the Art Lab at 8:30 

in the morning on Friday, 

March 25th. Teachers will  

submit an electronic log sheet 

of student work (teachers will 

receive log sheet from the   

District Office with complete 

instructions). 

     The Elementary Library 

Shows will be on exhibit from 

March 25 to April 8th. Once 

pieces are returned to the Art 

Lab, the selection process will 

take place for the annual ñBest 

of Elementaryò exhibition to be 

installed at FSCJ Kent Campus 

for May. 

ing 1 piece for the     

downtown library 

Additional teachers at 

schools with a 5-day    

provider will submit 1 

piece for each day they are 

assigned to the school 

Itinerants who are the only 

art server at a school will 

submit 6 pieces  

Itinerant art teachers   

serving the same school 

will divide the number of 

submissions, allowing the 

teacher servicing the    

majority of days to submit 

the 6th piece, representing 

the school for the down-

Elementary art teachers are now 

receiving information regarding 

the annual Elementary Library 

Shows. Envelopes with student 

labels have been sent to each art 

teacher. This year, teachers who 

are sole art service providers for 

their school will submit 6 

pieces. One will be designated 

for the downtown library on 

Laura Street. The other 5 will be 

showcased at one of 14         

designated libraries throughout 

the county. Schools with multi-

ple teachers providing art      

services will submit work as 

follows: 

Single-school 5-day provid-

ers will submit 6, designat-

SENIOR SHOW    

FRAME DAY                                
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

9:00 TO 4:00                       

COME ANY TIME YOU CAN 

TO HELP FRAME THE WORK 

FOR FSCJ AND THE SCHOOL 

BOARD BUILDING  PROFES-

SIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

POINTS GIVEN 



Atlantic Coast High School students are learning about the art of 

giving. Art Teacher Kelly Delaney has worked with the students to 

provide banners for Second Harvest of North Florida. Additionally, 

students created ceramic wind chimes for Alden Roadôs new     

garden.  The chimes will bring music and art together as the ceramic 

leaves gently clang in the breeze, to be a constant reminder of the 

giving talents these students possess. 

#3001 

6th FloorñFine Arts Department 

ñThe heart is an artist that paints over 

what profoundly disturbs it, leaving on 

the canvas a less dark, less sharp 

version of the truthò. 

 - Dean Koontz 

 

 

Giving to the Communityñ 

Phone: 904-390-2677 

Fax: 904-390-2260 

E-mail: matthewsj@duvalschools.org 

ART LAB: 2924 Knights Lane East 
 Jacksonville, Florida  32216 
PHONE: 904-732-5123 
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MORE PICS FROM MINI-CONFERENCEñ 


