
   

  

     Although we consider this 

time of the year as the ñseason 

of givingò, teachers are called 

upon to give year round. This is 

not a cynical remark. It is 

merely an observed fact. As 

teachers, you reach into your 

pockets on a regular basis to be 

sure your students have the 

materials they need to be    

successful. When working on 

special projects, you dig deeper 

in order to purchase materials 

that, unfortunately, are not  

being provided at the school. 

Will this change? Probably not 

any time soon as we face even 

tighter budgets. 

     Secondly, you are called 

upon to give additional time to 

contests and events that are 

outside of your regularly     

developed lesson plans. Thatôs 

not to say you could not adapt 

or develop lessons that still 

meet the criteria you are to be 

teaching. Many of these      

contests and events provide 

extended knowledge of the 

world around us such as hunger 

here in Jacksonville and around 

the world, the seriousness of 

poisons and drugs, the neces-

sity of being able to read.  I 

could go on and on, but you get 

the picture. Although these 

contests and events sometimes 

seem to be a burden, they bring 

to the school, the students, and 

the district, both attention and 

rewardsðtwo benefits that are 

worth considering. 

     Lastly, you the artist are 

called upon on numerous    

occasions to create and donate 

your time and talent in order to 

profit  someone else or some 

cause other than  your own.  

Many of us have donated art 

work for the annual auctions to 

raise funds for the Leslie    

Beddard Scholarships. We have 

donated work for the annual 

ñEmpty Bowlsò silent auction. 

We are now involved in the 

auction for the Jacksonville 

Cystic Fibrosis Association. 

We have donated time and  

energy to the annual MidTown 

Centre ñSalute to the Troopsò. 

We sit and sell raffle tickets for 

ñPainterly Palettesò . We have 

been called upon to give up 

Saturdays to attend workshops 

that will benefit these various 

events. You may be thinking 

ñWhen is it my turn to        

receive?ò. 

     At the chance of getting 

slammed for possibly crossing 

the line, I am reminded of the 

phrase taught over and over 

again in church: ñIt is more 

blessed to give than to receiveò. 

     I certainly realize the     

burdens and pressures placed 

upon you each and every day. 

The pressure seems only to be 

getting more stringent as we 

move towards newer standards 

of evaluations and the manner 

in which teachers will be paid. 

With that said, I thank each and 

every one of you for ALL that 

you do. For reaching into your 

pockets. For accepting the  

additional challenges and    

opportunities to help others. 

For your unselfish giving of 

your valuable time and your 

fabulous creativity.  Whether 

you realize it or not, you are 

valued and, I am sure, envied 

for your enormous wealth of 

talent.  I think that is one of the 

reasons we are all called upon 

so many times throughout the 

year to produce and to give. 

     We can decide to be cynical 

and pessimistic, or accept this 

as our way of giving; our gift of 

time and talent,  throughout the 

season and beyond. 

     My very best wishes to you 

and your families as you     

celebrate Christmas, Hannikah, 

or Kwanza.  Have a  Blessed 

Holiday Season! 

 

Jack E. Matthews 
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Dates to Remember 

December 1ñJacksonville 

Cystic Fibrosis Auction 

Museum of Contemporary 

Art 

December 7ñEarly     

Dismissal;  Downtown Art 

Walk 

December 19ñBeginning 

of Winter Break 

January 2ñSchool      

Resumes 

January 11ñEarly      

Dismissal 

January 16ñMartin L. 

King Day/no school 

January 20ñMini        

Conference/ Cummer 

 



JANUARY MINI CONFERENCEñ 

The annual ñMini-Conferenceò 

is now in the planning stages. 

This is a time when teachers 

who attended the state         

conference, come back and 

share with Duval Art Teachers 

those experiences they found 

most helpful.  Duval County 

had over 30 art teachers attend 

this year. Workshops will be 

planned throughout the day, 

Friday, January 20th, at the 

Cummer Museum of Art and 

Gardens. Workshops will vary 

from informative sessions to 

hands on workshops. There will 

not be a general session so that 

more opportunities to attend 

sessions will be possible.    

Information regarding specific 

workshops will be provided to 

you immediately after the first 

of the year.   

     You should already have the 

ability to download student 

release forms. If not, I will be 

happy to send you the file. It is 

hoped that each teacher will 

submit work that will represent 

their school and their particular 

art program. This is a           

professional responsibility to   

our students. The first work due 

will be for the Senior High 

Show. Work is due to the Art 

Lab on February 8th and 9th. 

The Duval Art Teachers Asso-

ciation work is due the same 

time. 

      Yes, those annual student 

exhibitions are right around the 

corner. Hopefully, you have 

already begun the task of      

pulling work for the Senior 

Show, Middle School Show, 

and the annual Elementary  

Library Exhibition.              
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START PREPARING FOR STUDENT SHOWS 

both Empty Bowls and the  

Cystic Fibrosis Auction (to be 

held December 1 at the       

Museum of Contemporary 

ArtðJacksonville). Special 

thanks go out to Corey         

Ackerman, Patricia Beach, 

Glendia Cooper, Jeannette 

Dennis, Tiffany Gonzalez, 

Ken Hatcher, Anne Jacques,  

Devon Jacques, Raney    

Manning, Jack Matthews, 

Allison Phelps, Kathleen Plitt, 

Chelsea Rose, Jennifer Snead, 

Tony  Sznakowski, Alyce            

Walcavich, Kay Wehrmann, 

Welch, Patti Wright, and  

Shavaun Wojciak 

Students and teachers have been 

very busy this past Fall creating 

bowls for the annual Empty 

Bowls Luncheon and the     

Jacksonville Cystic Fibrosis 

Auction. A significant number 

of schools participated in 

Empty Bowls. Teachers gave 

additional time to create      

specially auctioned pieces for  

BOWLS & VESSELS FOR GOOD CAUSESñ 

FAEA Conference a blast!  The St. Petersburg Conference was a huge success! Be sure 

to seek out those art teachers who attended. Highlights were:  The Ringling Reception at the Dali 

Museum, the FAEA Awards Breakfast, The Surreal Ball (look out for videos gone viral!). The   

General Sessions were well attended with keynote speakers Kenneth Vieth and Dr. Craig Roland. 

Start making your plans to attend next yearôs conference in St. Pete.  The dates: November 8ð11.  



Here now, is the list of winning 

schools: 

JURIED AWARDð 

First Place/$500    

Chaffee Trail Elementary   

Second Place/$300   

Enterprise Learning Academy 

Third Place/$150   

Merrill Road Elementary   

Honorable Mention/$50   

Abess Park Elementary 

MERIT AWARDð 

Andrew Robinson Elementary 

Sabal Palm Elementary 

Crystal Springs Elementary 

Atlantic Beach Elementary 

 

Highlands Elementary 

COMMUNITY AWARDð 

First Place/$500 

R.L. Brown Elementary 

Second Place/$300 

Louis Sheffield Elementary 

Third Place/$150 

Martin Luther King Elementary 

Honorable Mention/$50 

Chaffee Trail Elementary 

Monetary Award Winners will 

be recognized at the December 

6th School Board Meeting. 

All monetary awards are given 

for the sole purpose of support-

ing school art programs and are 

to be used accordingly. 

 

tern, Chelsea Rose for arriving 

early, setting up, and taking 

charge for the first 2-hour 

block. Others taking turns for 

the remainder of the day were 

Kay Wehrmann, Trish Hollo-

way, Trish Beach, Analee 

Kirby Kluge, Kathy Schmidt, 

Susan Cannizzaro, Ed Sauk 

and a few students from Jack-

sonville University. 

     This year, DATA provided 

three booths for children to 

come and create make and take 

items.  The morning started 

very cold (like, 34 degrees). 

The temperature managed to 

climb to the mid 60ôs but not 

before volunteers Iôm sure 

drank plenty of hot chocolate 

and coffee! 

     Many thanks go out to Tony 

Sznakowski, Jennifer Snead, 

Raney Manning and her in-

      On Saturday, November 12, 

MidTown Centre held its annual 

Salute to the Troops festival. 

This is a day for the community 

to come out and enjoy food, 

refreshments, entertainment, 

games, and vendors of all kinds.  

Also, the military is on hand to 

showcase some of its heavy 

metal land and air equipment.  It 

is also a day that the Duval Art 

Teachers Association annually 

lend a helping hand. 

BIG THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP! 
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JAX FAIR QUILT WINNERSñ 
     The Jacksonville Fair is now 

over and the winners of both the 

Community Awards and the  

Juried Awards can be announced.  

     Twenty-four quilts were en-

tered into this yearôs exhibit. 

Quilts were designed based upon 

the September Book of the 

Month ñThe Curious Gardenò. 

In late October, members of the 

Jacksonville Quilters Association 

selected four quilts to receive 

monetary awards and five other 

quilts to be recognized as having 

merit. 

     For two weeks, people attend-

ing the Jacksonville Fair had the 

opportunity to vote for their   

favorite quilt. The top four     

winners would also receive 

monetary recognition. 

 

 

      

Chaffee Trail Elementary 

Enterprise Learning Academy 

Abess Park Elementary 

R.L. Brown Elementary 

Merrill Road Elementary Martin Luther King Elementary 

Louis Sheffield Elementary 



 

students in Ghana. Teachers 

have been notified regarding 

which students will be         

represented in the exhibit.   

Notification of award winners 

will take place prior to the  

Winter Break. 

HOPES AND DREAMS CONTESTñ 
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      Thanks to all teachers who 

participated in the Hopes and 

Dreams contest.  Nearly 330 

pieces were submitted.  All  

students entering will receive a 

certificate of participation.  The 

exhibit will feature 24 Duval 

County Studentsô art work to be 

displayed at the Cummer     

Museum. Work will be installed 

on December 5th.  A reception 

will be scheduled in early   

January for students whose 

work will be displayed with 15 

selected pieces of work from the 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND COME SUPPORT DUVAL COUNTY ART 
TEACHERS AND ART SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDENTS! 



 

TREES AND MORE!!  
COME BID ON YOUR FAVORITE 

PIECE(S) DURING THE                    
DECEMBER 7TH  ARTWALK  

DUVAL ART TEACHERS                   
ASSOCIATION AUCTION              

WILL TAKE PLACE INSIDE           
HEMMING PLAZA JEWELERS       
(see the invitation on page 4)  

TREES DESIGNED AND DECORATED 

BY:  

DONNAL BLAKELY 

GLENDIA COOPER 

KATHRYN DARBY 

JACK MATTHEWS 

PATTI WRIGHT 

STOP BY THE  

DUVAL ART TEACHERS                
ASSOCIATION   BOOTH OUTSIDE 

DURING ARTWALK                      
AND PURCHASE:                               

GLASS PENDANTS, EARRINGS, 
PINS, AND MAGNETS 

Great little holiday gifts for less than $15 


