
 
 

  

        It was a day long overdue. 

Terry Parker art teacher    

Glendia Cooper was honored 

by the Cultural Council of 

Greater Jacksonville as the 

2011 Art Educator of the Year. 

The recognition took place on 

the stage of the Moran Theatre 

in the Times Union Performing 

Arts Center, April 12th. During 

the presentation, images of 

Glendiaôs accomplishments 

swept across the large screen: 

working with students in far 

away Africa, working with 

students during VSA week at 

the Cummer Museum, demon-

strating to county art teachers 

how to create bowls for the 

annual Empty Bowls Lunch-

eon, presenting workshops  

during state conference, co-

hosting the annual Flamingo 

Fete, and creating her own  clay 

masterpieces. 

     I believe we can all attest to 

the fact that Glendia Cooper 

works hard to support art    

education. She can be seen at 

every student art reception 

handing out packets of certifi-

cates to teachers and taking      

pictures of the crowd. She has 

worked for years on the Duval 

Art Teachers Association 

Board as a former president and 

as a member at large. She 

served our state as the Museum 

Division Chair for the Florida 

Art Education Association. 

     It is rare to go anywhere in 

Jacksonville where Glendia is 

not well known. She and I have 

attended several arts related 

events. It is no lie that people 

come from wherever they   

happen to be standing in order 

to give Glendia a great big hug. 

This day was no different.  

     Glendia has been one of 

several individuals I have come 

to depend upon through the 

years.  I have appreciated her 

assistance, her opinion, and her 

infectious outlook on life. 

Hereôs to you Glendia! An art 

educator among educators. 

Jack E. Matthews 

District Specialist/ 

Visual ArtðK-12 
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Middle School Show Opening Successfulñ 

     The Middle School Show 

opening on April 14th was per-

haps one of the best attended. 

Over 300 attendees signed in. 

On hand for the awards presen-

tation were Superintendent Ed 

Pratt -Dannals, and new 

School Board Member Paula 

Wright.  Ms. Wright presented 

students with both the Jurorôs 

Choice Awards and the Admin-

istrative Awards. 

     New this year was the venue 

for the presentations. In past 

years, presentations were made 

in the Gallery. There were  

several disadvantages to this, 

including the ability to see 

oneôs child receive an award 

and the ability to hear. This 

year, the awards were made in 

the theatre-style room across 

from the Gallery. During the 

presentations, student artwork 

was shown on a screen that 

went from the ceiling to the 

floor. Every parent had the 

ability to photograph their son 

or daughter from wherever they 

were sitting or standing without 

obstruction. It is hoped the 

same will take place during the 

Best of Elementary reception 

on May 5th.  
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Ed Pratt-Dannals and Paula Wright 

     Ms. Sappington was thrilled 

with the results but we all can 

imagine the amount of time and 

energy it took to create such a 

masterpiece that even Vincent 

Van Gogh would be proud of! 

Kristyôs take on it? ñI guess 

with our theme at Chets 

Creek, óCultivating a Com-

munity of Excellenceô 

and planting all those Sun-

flowers...I'm just planting 

seeds everywhere. Pardon the 

pun.ò We forgive you!! 

     Well, in a sense. Chets 

Creek art teacher Kristy Sap-

pington was very much in-

spired by the floral centerpieces 

she helped create for this yearôs 

Flamingo Fete. So much so that 

she entered into a huge project 

with her  3rd Grade students.  

Making connections with    

Science, students looked at the 

various growth patterns of the 

Sunflower. Itôs as if a little 

water was added and KA-

BOOM!! A small grouping of 

flowers turned into a field of 

flowers!    

Chihulys Sprouting From the Ground! 

minder: no 5th, 8th, or 12th 

grade work will be kept over 

the summer. It is the full inten-

tion of the Visual Arts Depart-

ment to insure students who are 

ñgraduatingò from elementary, 

middle, and high schools re-

ceive their work prior to the 

end of the school year. 

     Approximately 100 pieces 

of elementary work will be 

retained in order to re-supply 

Regional/Cluster Offices with 

art.  An additional 16 pieces of 

varying work from all levels 

will be selected for the summer 

exhibition at the Jacksonville 

International Airport. Teachers 

will be notified regarding both 

of these needs to retain work. 

     As the end of the school 

year approaches, it is very im-

portant that all teachers remem-

ber to pick up any student art-

work left at the Art Lab.  Spe-

cifically, two days will be set 

for picking up art: May 24th 

and 25th.  The lab will be open 

from 3:00 to 6:00 (a change 

from the calendar, adding one 

extra hour). An additional re-

Ready to Plant 

Student Artwork to be Picked Upñ 

 



     Itinerant Art Teachers, it is that time of year when decisions need to be made about what to do with 

your lap top over the summer. If you do not plan to return next year, it is imperative that you bring 

your lap top back to the art lab. Time will be provided during the post planning days for any teacher to 

bring in his or her lap top. 

     If you wish to keep your lap top over the summer, simply email Jack Matthews. 

LAP TOPS: That Time of Yearñ 
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ñWhat level of quality in art 

programming will I be able to 

provide to my students?ò In 

general, students receive 18 

hours of art, music, and physi-

cal education. Could that be 

diminished? We hope not. 

Should this be the case, then art 

teachers, classroom teachers, 

and administrators need to sit 

down collectively and discuss 

how best to provide a program 

that retains the quality Duval 

County expects from its 

schools.  There are many suc-

cessful programs throughout 

the county. This is due in part 

because of the high level of 

commitment the art teacher 

brings to the school. It is also 

because all parties listened to 

one another and devised sched-

     I am sure each of you have 

been keeping up with the news 

lately regarding funding for 

next year and the status of art 

programs. At this particular 

time, there is not much to re-

port. Might there be cuts that 

affect personnel? Sure. How 

much of an affect? I donôt 

know. Numbers are always 

tricky. We also have to take into 

consideration attrition: those 

teachers who will retire, leave 

the system to teach in another 

part of the state or nation, or 

take jobs in other fields. What-

ever happens, our one goal 

should be to do what is best for 

students. 

     In the elementary arena, it is 

important that we always ask 

MAJOR REMINDERS!!! 

uling that works and is fair to 

all parties. The highest quality 

program is created when 55-60 

minutes of uninterrupted time is 

provided for instruction. The 

fairest schedule is created when 

one takes into consideration all 

holidays, planning days, and 

early dismissal days. Rather 

than an ñA/Bò schedule or a 

weekly schedule, the rotating 

schedule such as a 9-day rota-

tion works best. Duval County 

has had guidelines established 

to help retain high standards in 

resource delivery. Some ma-

nipulation may need to take 

place to update those guide-

lines. It will be ever more im-

portant that, should changes 

occur, we always keep quality 

first. 

Next Year...WHATõS HAPPENING??? 

PAINTERLY PALETTE RAFFLE TICKETS ðSeveral art teachers have not 

turned in the stubs and money for raffle tickets they promised to sell.  Please be aware we need 

these turned in soon. The drawing will be June 15.  Alyce Walcavich would greatly appreciate it if 

your stubs and money were submitted to her no later than the first week in June.  Please make your 

arrangements. 

DATA PRINCIPAL OF THE YEAR PACKETS ðRemember, your art associa-

tion recognizes a principal each year for his or her support of the arts. Packets are due to the Art 

Office on May 13th. The award this year has been created by First Coast art teacher, Steve Arflin. 

The presentation is slated to be made at the June School Board Meeting. 

MATERIALS TO BE TURNED IN TO THE VISUAL EDUCATION 

CENTERðIf you have materials checked out from the VEC, Fran Phelps needs these back 

very soon.  As you all know, Fran will be retiring at the end of the school year.  She is in the proc-

ess of taking inventory of all materials. Please do not let her come up short because you have not 

returned art work. Remember, 2-D work may be sent via school mail. 3-D work must be delivered 

to the VEC. 



 

#3001 

6th FloorñFine Arts Department 

ñThe whole art of teaching is only the 

art of awakening the natural curiosity 

of young minds for the purpose of 

satisfying it afterwardsò. 

 - Anatole France 

 

 

Phone: 904-390-2677 

Fax: 904-390-2260 

E-mail: matthewsj@duvalschools.org 

ART LAB: 2924 Knights Lane East 
 Jacksonville, Florida  32216 
PHONE: 904-732-5123 
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DUVAL 

COUNTY 

PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS 

 
BEST  

OF 

ELEM ENTARY 

SHOW 

2011 

 

 

FSCJ KENT 

CAMPUS 

GALLERY 

E-112 

 

6:00ð8:00 

MAY 5, 2011 

 

 

AWARDS 

AND 

RECOGNITIONS 

AT  

6:30 

 



AUGUST            

S M T W R F S    

1 2 3 4 5 6 7  16 - 20 Pre-Planning 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  18 - Subject Area Meeting/Cummer Museum 8:00 -3:00 (6 pts)  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21  23 - First day for students 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28    

29 30 31            

          

SEPTEMBER          

S  M T W R F S    

      1 2 3 4  6 - Labor Day-schools/admin office closed 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  8 - Early Dismissal  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  11 ïCreative art Workshop  Art Lab 9:00-4:00 (6 pts) 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25   22 - Early Dismissal/"Empty Bowls" Pt I Lab 2:30 - 5:30 (3 pts) 

26 27 28 29 30        

          

OCTOBER            

S M T W R F S    

          1 2  6 - Early Dismissal/"Empty Bowls" Pt II Lab 2:30 - 5:30 (3 pts) 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  9 ïCreative art Workshop Art Lab 9:00-4:00 (6 pts) 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14-16 - FAEA Conference  Orlando 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23  20 - Early Dismissal/Quilt Projects Due at Art Lab 2:00 - 5:00 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  25 - Planning Day  Cummer Museum  8:00 -3:00  (6 pts)  

31                

         1 - DATA Board Mtg/DATA fall show entries due  Art Office 4-6 

NOVEMBER          3 - Early Dismissal  DATA fall show entries due/Fete wkshp Art Lab 2-5 

S M T W R F S  6 - Flamingo Fete workshop  Art Lab  9-4  (6 points) 

  1 2 3 4 5 6  11 - Veteran's Day - Schools/Admin Offices closed 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13  12 - Weather Day 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20  17 - Early DismissalðFlamingo Fete Workshop Art Lab 2-5 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27  20 - Flamingo Fete  5 -7PM  Riverfront Caf®/ Haskell Building 

28 29 30          24 - Weather Day 

        25-26 Thanksgiving Holidays 

DECEMBER            

S  M T W R F S    

      1 2 3 4  8 - Early Dismissal 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  20-22 - Weather Days 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  23 - Winter Break Begins 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25    

26 27 28 29 30 31      

          

JANUARY            

S M T W R F S    

            1  1 - New Year's Day 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8  3 - School Resumes 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15  12 - Early Dismissal 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22  17 - Martin Luther King Day 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29  21 - Planning Day Atlantic Coast High School 8 -3:00  (6 pts)  

30 31                  Mini -Conference  

        26 - Early Dismissal 

         



FEBRUARY            

S M T W R F S    

    1 2 3 4 5  1,2 - Senior High/DATA work due to Art Lab 8:00-5:00 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12  16 - Early Dismissal 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19  21 - Presidents' Day - Schools Closed 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26  26 - Senior Frame Day  Art Lab  9-4   (6 pts) 

27 28              

          

MARCH              

S M T W R F S    

    1 2 3 4 5  2 - Early Dismissal 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12  3 - Senior Show work transported to FSCJ/South Campus 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19  10 - Senior/DATA Shows reception Wilson Gallery 5:00-8:00 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26  14, 15 - Middle School work due to Art Lab 3:00-6:00 

27 28 29 30 31      23 - Early Dismissal Day/Matting Mania Art Lab  2:00-6:00  

        24 - Senior/DATA Shows close 

        25 - Planning Day/Elementary Library Show Installations  

        28 - Spring Break Begins 

APRIL              

S M T W R F S    

          1 2  4 - School Resumes 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  6 - Early Dismissal 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14 - Middle School Show reception FSCJ/Kent Campus 6:00-8:00 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23  15 - Leslie Beddard Scholarship Applications due 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  20 - Early Dismissal 

        22 - Good Friday/Schools, Admin. Offices Closed 

        25 - Schools Closed 

        28 - Middle School Show ends 

MAY              

S M T W R F S    

1 2 3 4 5 6 7  4 - Early Dismissal 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  5 - "Best of Elementary" reception FSCJ/Kent Campus 6:00-8:00 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21  13 - DATA Principal of the Year packets due 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28  19 - "Best of Elementary" Show closes 

29 30 31          24,25 - All student artwork to be picked up  Art Lab  3:00-6:00* 

        27 - Schools Closed 

        30 - Memorial Day - Schools/Admin Offices closed 

JUNE              

S  M T W R F S    

      1 2 3 4  10 - Last Day For Students 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  13,14 - Post Planning Days 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  15 - End of the Year Luncheon for Art Teachers location: TBA 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25    

26 27 28 29 30 31      

        Weather days will be considered holidays unless needed  

        *Earlier pick up days for Senior High TBA  

        Additional Workshops TBA  
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