
 

  

     I continue to visit middle 

school and high school art 

teachers. There are so many 

wonderful programs in place at 

some schools. In others,  they 

are programs that are on their 

way to becoming great pro-

grams. When I go into these 

schools, I enjoy moving about 

the room, talking to students to 

see what they are doing. I often 

like to hear them tell me in 

their own words what the     

assignment is all about and 

what they are learning. Some-

times, I am thoroughly        

impressed. At other times, I am 

puzzled by the studentôs lack of 

comprehension and the ability 

to communicate what is going 

on. 

      While visiting a few of the 

middle schools, the teachers 

made me aware of a very     

frustrating situation. They find 

they are having to teach many 

of the things the students 

should have learned while in 

elementary school. Now, before 

you get ready to write me a 

heated email or make a voodoo 

doll of one of those middle 

school art teachers (how dare 

they complain about my level 

of teaching!), let me state what 

I know to be true: 

1. Elementary art teachers get 

to see students on an    

average of 18 hours per 

 

year. 

2. There is very little time for 

reflecting on what is 

learned in class due to 

short periods. 

3. The amount of time      

between art visits,        

holidays, and summer   

vacation only adds to the 

frustration of having to re-

teach at the elementary 

level (or at any level for 

that matter). 

      Okay, those are definitely 

reasons for some of the      

problems. They should,      

however,  not be what defines 

elementary art programs. In 

other words, we cannot let that 

keep us from providing       

students with a good arts     

education at the  elementary 

level. To do so  implies that we 

really do not need these      

programs at all (Wow! Thereôs 

a bundle of money saved!). We 

must be taking every possible 

moment we have with these 

children to instill in them the 

importance of art, how the arts 

effect us creatively; in our  

ability to solve problems, in our 

ability to think at much higher 

levels. We must take time to 

consistently test their know- 

ledge. This can be as simple as 

a question placed on the board, 

or the ability for the teacher to 

turn a dayôs lesson into an art 

game (Art Jeopardy  in 4th 

Grade). A teacher could begin 

the dayôs lesson with an art fact 

or at the end of the lesson while 

waiting for the classroom 

teacher, you pull out a set of art 

questions and you quiz students 

for knowledge. Remember the 

MAP test?  We are looking for 

students in 2nd and 5th grade to 

be able to answer questions 

based on the elements of art 

and the principles of design.  

     We have several goals for 

our programs at the elementary 

level. One of those goals should 

be to prepare students to enter 

middle school with a strong 

foundation in art knowledge. I 

am sure our middle school art 

teachers would greatly appreci-

ate it! 

     Jack E. Matthews 

District Specialist/ 

Visual ArtðK-12 
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Acknowledgement at School Board Meetingñ 

     Schools winning monetary 

awards at this yearôs Jackson-

ville Fair for the September 

Book of the Month Project 

were acknowledged at the   

December School Board    

Meeting.  Monetary awards of 

$50, $150, $300, and $500 

were given to Schools chosen 

for both the Juried Awards and 

the Community Awards.     

Rebecca Lockhart represent-

ing the  Jacksonville Fair, was 

on hand to help celebrate the 

achievement of these schools. 

The Fair Associationôs intent is 

to enrich art programs in the 

schools through additional 

funds made possible through 

the quilt contest. 

$10, DATA members may 

submit up to 3 pieces of 

work created within the 

last 2 years. Non-

members: 3 pieces for $30. 

March 15, 16ðMiddle 

School work due at the Art 

Lab. Times:  3:00-6:00. 

Teachers may submit up to 

25 pieces of student art. 

March 23ðMatting    

Mania for Elementary Art 

Teachers. Teachers may 

cut mats and prepare    

student work for the    

annual library show.  Art 

Lab. Time:  2:00-6:00 

March 25ðAnnual    

Elementary Library Show 

Installation. Teachers  

prepare 6 pieces of student 

artwork to hang in city-

wide library exhibition. 

Teachers will meet at the 

Art Lab at 8:00 that morn-

ing before going out to 

library assignments. 

Actual exhibition dates can be 

found on the calendar (page 6)

  

     Teachers, separate emails 

will go out to each division 

regarding rules, guidelines, and 

expectations for submitting 

student work for the annual art 

shows. Please keep the follow-

ing dates in mind: 

February 1, 2ðSenior 

High work due at the Art 

Lab. Times: 8:00-5:00. 

Teachers may submit up to 

30 pieces of student art. 

February 1, 2ðDATA 

Spring Show work due at 

the Art Lab. Times: 8:00-

5:00. For an entry feel of 
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Recognition for Local Art Teachersñ 
On December 7th, Callie Cline (Annie R. Morgan Elementary) was part of a group of artists exhibit-

ing their work at the Cummer Museum. The show, presented by the Up & Cummers was titled ñWhat 

Is Art?ò 

The Duval Art Teachers Association presently has the work of Susan Cannizzaro, Glendia      

Cooper, Kathryn Darby, Jeannette Dennis, Marie Joi Hosker, Paula OôBannon, Mike Viafora, 

and Alyce Walcavich on display at the Duval County School Board Building/First Floor. 

Moises Ramos recently had a Second Holiday Arts Event at Arlington Heights Elementary School. 

Over 200 people showed up to work with students on holiday crafts. Children had the opportunity to 

create over 15 items to take home. Bringing arts opportunities to the school allows parents to easily 

take advantage of the time and location. 

Student Art Work to Begin Coming Inñ 

1st Place Juror AwardðA. Robinson  

2nd Place Juror AwardðSeabreeze  3rd Place Juror AwardðChimney Lakes Honorable MentionðAbess Park 

Martha McManusðCultural Council of 
Greater Jacksonville at Arlington Hts. 



via email to all art teachers with 

the exact titles of the work-

shops. 

     Also if you are interested, 

there will be a tour of Atlantic 

Coast High School.  This will 

be discussed further at the 

meeting. 

     We thank principal Debra 

Lynch and art teachers Kelly 

Delaney and Miriam          

Provisero for being our      

gracious hosts. We also thank 

in advance Anne and Devon 

Jacques, Glendia Cooper, 

Miriam Provisero, Kelly De-

laney, Jeannette Dennis, 

Kathryn Darby, Megan 

Welch, Judith Evans, Jenni-

fer Snead, and Terry Wood-

lief for giving of their time and 

talents in preparing workshops 

for our teachers. 

sions on the use of technology 

in your everyday teaching.  

     Lunch will be on your own 

and you will have a multitude 

of wonderful eateries to con-

sider that are within 5 minutes 

of the school. 

     In the afternoon, workshops 

will include: Techniques that 

can be incorporated into pho-

tography, Clay Nichos using 

such themes as ñDays of the 

Deadò;  ñMade in Chinaò les-

sons that include using bamboo 

brushes; Humuments: Human 

Documents; Special interest 

session on various clay pro-

jects. 

     In order to attend, teachers 

must go to the Schultz Site to 

register. Prior to registering, an 

informational sheet will be sent 

     We have a real treat in store 

as Atlantic Coast High School 

graciously opens its doors to art 

teachers this Planning Day. As 

has been done in the last two 

years, Duval County art teachers 

will come together for a Mini 

Conference on Friday, January 

21st beginning at 8:00. Teachers 

will meet in the cafeteria for 

food provided by teachers from 

the Elementary Division. During 

the morning, there will be a 

brief General Session .     At 

9:00, teachers will break out 

into morning sessions. These 

include: Mastery of capturing 

digital images and the processes 

for submitting to state and na-

tional exhibitions; Clay lessons 

that can be done within 40 min-

utes;  Sculpture made easy with 

cardboard; Special interest ses-

January Mini Conference at Atlantic Coast HSñ 
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ing Course Descriptions for art, 

music, dance, and drama. The 

visual arts probably have more 

course descriptions than any 

other arts area. Duval County 

will have Hillary Hogue and 

Susan Lynch as part of the 

writing team. The focus will be 

to look at which courses can be 

eliminated and which courses 

can be layered into one course, 

creating less course numbers. 

This process will take most of  

This past spring and summer, 

Patricia Beach and Jennifer 

Snead represented Duval 

County as the New Generation 

Sunshine State Standards 

were developed. These have 

now gone before the Depart-

ment of Education for approval 

and are to take effect for the 

2012 school year. 

With this out of the way, DOE 

is now in the process of rewrit-

Students Create Larger-than-Lifeñ 

Rewriting Florida Course Descriptionsñ 

the rest of this school year to 

complete.  We are very fortu-

nate to have two such highly 

qualified teachers to be part of 

the decision making team. 

Many Course Descriptions are 

very antiquated and do not take 

into consideration technological 

advances. 

You can be part of the thought 

process by letting us know your 

suggestions about paring back, 

combining, or eliminating 

courses. Email Jack Matthews 

teacher in the Duval County 

School System. 

Each nutcracker definitely had 

his own personality. This was a 

monumental task in more ways 

than one given that art periods 

in the school are less than 45 

minute per week. Our hats are 

off to Tiffany, a first year 

Students at S.P. Livingston 

Elementary School got a lesson 

in thinking big!  Their art 

teacher, Tiffany Douzart , 

worked with the students to 

create larger-than-life nutcrack-

ers in celebration of the season. 



 

#3001 

6th FloorñFine Arts Department 

ñThe chief enemy of creativity is 

ñgoodò senseò. 

 - Pablo Picasso 

 

ñImagination is the beginning of 

creation. You imagine what you 

desire, you will what you imagine, and 

at last you create what you willò. 

 - George Bernard Shaw 

Additional Pics from School Board Recognitionñ 

Phone: 904-390-2677 

Fax: 904-390-2260 

E-mail: matthewsj@duvalschools.org 

ART LAB: 2924 Knights Lane East 
 Jacksonville, Florida  32216 
PHONE: 904-732-5123 
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NOTE: the ART CALENDAR will be included in all electronic mail. 

Please note changes and additional dates to the calendar will be marked in 

RED 

1st Place Community: R.L. Brown 

2nd Place Community: G. W. Carver 

3rd Place Community:       
Chafee Trail 

Honorable Mention:       
Arlington 



AUGUST            

S M T W R F S    

1 2 3 4 5 6 7  16 - 20 Pre-Planning 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  18 - Subject Area Meeting/Cummer Museum 8:00 -3:00 (6 pts)  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21  23 - First day for students 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28    

29 30 31            

          

SEPTEMBER          

S  M T W R F S    

      1 2 3 4  6 - Labor Day-schools/admin office closed 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  8 - Early Dismissal  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  11 ïCreative art Workshop  Art Lab 9:00-4:00 (6 pts) 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25   22 - Early Dismissal/"Empty Bowls" Pt I Lab 2:30 - 5:30 (3 pts) 

26 27 28 29 30        

          

OCTOBER            

S M T W R F S    

          1 2  6 - Early Dismissal/"Empty Bowls" Pt II Lab 2:30 - 5:30 (3 pts) 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  9 ïCreative art Workshop Art Lab 9:00-4:00 (6 pts) 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14-16 - FAEA Conference  Orlando 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23  20 - Early Dismissal/Quilt Projects Due at Art Lab 2:00 - 5:00 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  25 - Planning Day  Cummer Museum  8:00 -3:00  (6 pts)  

31                

         1 - DATA Board Mtg/DATA fall show entries due  Art Office 4-6 

NOVEMBER          3 - Early Dismissal  DATA fall show entries due/Fete wkshp Art Lab 2-5 

S M T W R F S  6 - Flamingo Fete workshop  Art Lab  9-4  (6 points) 

  1 2 3 4 5 6  11 - Veteran's Day - Schools/Admin Offices closed 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13  12 - Weather Day 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20  17 - Early DismissalðFlamingo Fete Workshop Art Lab 2-5 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27  20 - Flamingo Fete  5 -7PM  Riverfront Café/ Haskell Building  

28 29 30          24 - Weather Day 

        25-26 Thanksgiving Holidays 

DECEMBER            

S  M T W R F S    

      1 2 3 4  8 - Early Dismissal 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  20-22 - Weather Days 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  23 - Winter Break Begins 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25    

26 27 28 29 30 31      

          

JANUARY            

S M T W R F S    

            1  1 - New Year's Day 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8  3 - School Resumes 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15  12 - Early Dismissal 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22  17 - Martin Luther King Day 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29  21 - Planning Day Atlantic Coast High School 8 -3:00  (6 pts)  

30 31                  Mini -Conference  

        26 - Early Dismissal 

         



FEBRUARY            

S M T W R F S    

    1 2 3 4 5  1,2 - Senior High/DATA work due to Art Lab 8:00-5:00 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12  16 - Early Dismissal 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19  21 - Presidents' Day - Schools Closed 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26  26 - Senior Frame Day  Art Lab  9-4   (6 pts) 

27 28              

          

MARCH              

S M T W R F S    

    1 2 3 4 5  2 - Early Dismissal 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12  3 - Senior Show work transported to FSCJ/South Campus 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19  10 - Senior/DATA Shows reception Wilson Gallery 5:00-8:00 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26  15,16 - Middle School work due to Art Lab 3:00-6:00 

27 28 29 30 31      23 - Early Dismissal Day/Matting Mania Art Lab  2:00-6:00  

        24 - Senior/DATA Shows close 

        25 - Planning Day/Elementary Library Show Installations  

        28 - Spring Break Begins 

APRIL              

S M T W R F S    

          1 2  4 - School Resumes 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  6 - Early Dismissal 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14 - Middle School Show reception FSCJ/Kent Campus 6:00-8:00 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23  15 - Leslie Beddard Scholarship Applications due 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  20 - Early Dismissal 

        22 - Good Friday/Schools, Admin. Offices Closed 

        25 - Schools Closed 

        28 - Middle School Show ends 

MAY              

S M T W R F S    

1 2 3 4 5 6 7  4 - Early Dismissal 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  5 - "Best of Elementary" reception FSCJ/Kent Campus 6:00-8:00 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21  13 - DATA Principal of the Year packets due 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28  19 - "Best of Elementary" Show closes 

29 30 31          24,25 - All student artwork to be picked up  Art Lab  3:00-5:00* 

        27 - Schools Closed 

        30 - Memorial Day - Schools/Admin Offices closed 

JUNE              

S  M T W R F S    

      1 2 3 4  10 - Last Day For Students 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  13,14 - Post Planning Days 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  15 - End of the Year Luncheon for Art Teachers location: TBA 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25    

26 27 28 29 30 31      

        Weather days will be considered holidays unless needed  

        *Earlier pick up days for Senior High TBA  

        Additional Workshops TBA  
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