Georgia O’Keeffe

Georgia O’Keeffe was born in 1887 and died in 1986.  She was 98 years old and worked steadily until the last two years of her life.  Even when she was a baby, Georgia O’Keeffe saw the world around her a little differently than most people.  Can you possibly describe anything that you saw before you were a year old? Georgia could describe the shapes and patterns on a quilt she played on before she could even stand up.
When Georgia was growing up most girls did embroidery and other sorts of artwork that helped decorate the house.  Some girls became art teachers.  Few were encouraged to try to make their livings as artists. O’Keeffe didn’t see things that way at all. She started taking art lessons at twelve and decided to become an artist.

In 1905, Georgia attended the Art Institute of Chicago for a year. In 1907 she moved to New York and attended the Art Students League and was awarded the Still Life Scholarship.  As the winner, Georgia attended the League’s Outdoor School at Lake George, New York.
Georgia then moves to Chicago and begins to work as a free-lance commercial artist.  She becomes ill and move back to Virginia to live with her mother, brothers and sisters. She starts to take courses at the University of Virginia, and gets a job as the department head of drawing and penmanship in Amarillo, Texas where she holds this position through the spring of 1914.  It is her first look at the big skies and deserts of the West.

During the next few years, Georgia moves around from Charlottesville, Va., to New York and finally to South Carolina to teach art at Columbia College and then moves back to Texas to teach at West Texas State College.  She sends her drawings to a friend in New York, who shows them to Alfred Steiglitz.  Steiglitz puts together a woman show at his gallery 291.  

Steiglitz agrees to underwrite Georgia, so that she can paint full time. They eventually get married and Georgia spends the fall and winter in New York, but travels by herself to New Mexico every summer.  
Alfred Steiglitz continues to show all of her work at his gallery and Georgia is becoming a one woman sensation in the art world. Steiglitz shows all her work during the years of 1921 thru 1945, when he dies.  At that point in her life, Georgia packs up and moves permanently to New Mexico.  She buys the property at Abiquiu—where she spends the winters and springs.  Summers and falls are spent at Ghost Ranch.

Georgia continues to paint unassisted until 1972 when her eyesight starts to fail.  She is diagnosed with macular degeneration.  She does paint in oil with assistance until 1977, but work unassisted in watercolor until 1978 and with graphite until 1984.
In November of 1973, Georgia meets Juan Hamilton a potter-sculptor, who becomes her assistant and later, her close friend, traveling companion and facilitator, which made it possible for her to complete several projects.  Juan begins to teach her how to use clay, which she continues to explore through 1985.  Georgia also receives New Mexico’s First Annual Governor’s Award.

In 1984, Georgia leaves her beloved house in Abiquiu and moves to a large house in Sante Fe called Sol y Sombra  (light and shadow).  She does this to be closer to medical facilities and Juan continues as her caretaker.

On March 6, 1986, Georgia O’Keeffe dies at the age of 98.  Juan Hamilton is named as the major beneficiary of her estate and starts a major legal battle with her surviving sisters and countless nieces and nephews.

In 1987, the will is finally settled and provides for a distribution of the assets and the formation of a foundation in her name to perpetuate the artistic legacy of the artist.

In 1997, the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum opens in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  Her house in Abiquiu is designated a National Historic Landmark and Juan Hamilton and his wife donate O’Keeffe’s personal property (studio materials, her library from Ghost Ranch and the found objects frequently depicted in her art) to the O’Keeffe Museum and Research Foundation.  Her house is now as it was when she lived there.

Lesson Plan based on Georgia O’Keeffe

Objective:  Students will complete an abstract craypas drawing of a natural form.  .

Vocabulary:  abstraction-analogous-asymmetrical-balanced-blend-color theory-complementary-composition-monochromatic-organic-perspective-proportion-recede-shade-symmetrical-tint-tone-value.

Motivation:  Students will read and discuss Georgia O’Keeffe’s life and be shown images of her works.  Students will also view images of prior student work.
Materials Needed:  18x24 drawing paper, cray-pas, gel-medium and handouts.

Rubric:  See additional handout.
1. Provide a comprehensive overview of the assignment.  Show examples of her work, emphasizing perspective and her use of abstraction.  May show Peabody award winning documentary- Georgia O’Keeffe.  It was filmed in 1977 and Georgia is the star!

2. Have students practice contour and blind contour drawing. They should also have a basic understanding of all the vocabulary words.
3. Each student selects an artificial flower. Using the diagram below-discuss the major components of a flower: stem, receptacle, style, stamen, anther, filament, pistil and petals.

4. Using a pencil and the paper provide, complete several contour drawings of flowers.  Using  2 –L shaped pieces of paper, find the interesting lines in the drawings.  Enlarge these to fill the space on the paper provided. Avoid tiny details. See examples.

5. Once you have decided which of your drawings is the most interesting, enlarge this to an 18x24 inch drawing paper.  This is the basis for your cray-pa drawing.
6. Review color theory amd cray-pa composition and technique.  Encourage studentsw to experiment.

7. Emphasize the importance of establishing a light source and highlighting the composition.  Demonstrate shading with cray-pas.  Black (as it smears so much should be the last cray-pa applied.

8. Once finished, these can be sealed with Gel-Medium for an overall painterly effect.
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Applies knowledge and skills of subject to project.

Follows objectives of project—extends.

Cooperates is a productive member

     of the class.

Follows all instructions—to include school rules.

Completes assignment on time.

Each section is worth 20 points,  maximum  10 points from me and maximum 10 points from you.

Included in this rubric is your participation (3), behavior and classroom and time management (4).  Be honest with yourself…I have the right to change your points.

Each project is Standards based—to include:



Skills and Techniques



Creation and Communication



Cultural and Historical Connection



Aesthetic and Critical Analysis



Applications to Life
