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Science





Grade�
Student focus:�
�



K�
Lab activities that demonstrate that objects can be described, classified, and compared using measurement tools.�
�



1�
Introduction to using scientific methods through lab activities that involve a push or pull.�
�



2�
Lab activities that explore patterns, and what causes day and night.�
�



3�
Lab activities that explore the needs and characteristics of plants.�
�



4�
Continue lab activities about the Solar System; Continue to compare and contrast planets.�
�



5�
Lab activities that demonstrate changes in physical properties of matter.  Demonstrates proficiencies of science tools in relation to mixtures and solutions.�
�
6�
Movement of atoms in solids, liquids, and gases: heat and light.�
�
7�
Continue scientific method and introduce properties of matter.�
�
8�
Continue speed and acceleration; introduce forces: interaction, calculation, and classification.�
�
9-12�
Earth Space: Complete severe weather unit, culminating with the Chapter Challenge.


Biology: Continue molecules of life: unique properties of water on Earth.


Chemistry: Complete the water unit, culminating with the Town Council Meeting.


Physics: Gravity, weight, work and Newton’s Second Law of Motion.�
�
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Mathematics 





Grade�
Student focus:�
�



K�
Recognize, extend, generalize, and create a wide variety of patterns using symbols and objects�
�



1�
Represent, count, compare, and find total quantities of whole numbers�
�



2�
Develop strategies for solving addition and subtraction problems�
�



3�
Build foundation in multiplication by looking at things that come in groups and highlighting multiples on a 100 chart�
�



4�
Develop understanding of multiplication  using arrays as models and find patterns in multiplication and division�
�
5�
Develop, record, explain, and compare strategies for estimating and solving subtraction, multiplication, and division problems in more than one way�
�
6�
Continue to develop strategies for solving problems involving polygons and their properties. Develop an understanding of the relationships between fractions, decimals, and percents.�
�



7�
Create tables, graphs, and simple symbolic rules that describe the patterns of change and make decisions using them. Describe relationships among forms of data representation – words, tables, graphs, and symbolic rules. �
�



8�
Algebra I: Apply rules for integer operations; translate phrases and sentences into mathematical expressions and equations and solve linear equations�
�









9-12�
Algebra II: Continuation of the introductory material on functions as well as an exploration of quadratics


Geometry: Extensions of the use of the Pythagorean Theorem such as using its converse, determining distance, and using it to help calculate area and perimeter;  determine area by dissection and sub-problems


Pre-Calculus: Right triangle and non-right triangle trigonometry applications�
�
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READ 180





�
Student focus:�
�



 Days


11-15�
Begin READ 180 class rotations (small group instruction, instructional software, modeled and independent reading, and whole class instruction)


Begin READ 180 rBook (READ 180 interactive text and materials)�
�
Days


16-20�
Full implementation of READ 180 model:


20 minutes of whole class direct instruction (rBook)


60 minutes of small group rotation (20 min. for software,  20 min. for small group direct instruction, and 20 min. for independent reading)


10 minutes of whole class wrap-up�
�






























Elementary Reading


(Grades K-5)





�
Student focus:�
�



Days


11-15�
Lesson: Introducing Reading Logs


Shared Reading: Reading Ahead


Shared Reading: Using Context Clues


Lesson: Respectful Oral Responses


Read Aloud: Comprehension – Talking About Books�
�



Days


16-20�
Lesson: The Habits of Good Listeners


Lesson: What Good Readers Do


Shared Reading: Using Analogy


Shared Reading: Fluency – Making Our Reading Sound Like Talk


Read Aloud: Comprehension – Making predictions�
�
From: NCEE’s The First 30 Days of Readers Workshop
































English Language Arts





Grade�
Student focus:�
�
6�
Recognizing purposes for nonfiction and functional writing 


Understanding persuasive techniques 


Understanding the importance of forming and expressing opinions�
�
7�
Recognizing purposes for non-fiction and functional writing


Distinguishing fact from opinion�
�
8�
Recognizing purposes for non-fiction and functional writing


Understanding persuasive techniques


Distinguishing fact from opinion�
�
9-12�
Springboard 9th:  Learning Log and Voice of Song; On Getting Cut 


Springboard 10th:  Cultural Conversations


Springboard 11th: Money & the American Dream; Creating an American Dream Survey


Springboard 12th : Intro to Film Terms; The Importance of Perspective�
�


















Writer’s Workshop





All elementary schools in Duval County have a daily 60 minute writer’s workshop as a part of their literacy block. 





Writer’s Workshop consists of an opening session, a work period and a closing:





The opening session is a whole group mini-lesson with a focus on procedures for how the workshop operates or author’s craft or skills.  The mini-lesson consists of:


Connect (to standard, previous learning and prior knowledge)


Model the strategy


Engage students (turn and talk, guided practice, etc.)


Link (application during the work period; go and practice)


The work period consists of students writing on self-selected topics and conferencing with the teacher and peers.


The closing involves selected students sharing from the author’s chair, which provides students with the opportunity to celebrate and receive feedback on their work. 











Keystone


(Career Research and Decision Making)





�
Student focus:�
�
Days


11-15�
Career Choices - Personal Profile


Skills Identification


Assess interests and skills


Review of roles, occupations and vocations


Possibilities – “My Name is Margaret” by Maya Angelou  (and other readings)


College Ed – Increasing Your Career Options – The Meaning of Successes, Increase Your Value, Becoming a Professional�
�
Days


16-20�
College Ed – The Value of  Education – Information is Power , Decisions Step by Step, Overcoming Obstacles, Think About Outcomes 


How to Get the Most Out of High School  - Pamphlet


Career Choices – How Do you Want to be Remembered?, Components of a Well-balanced Lifestyle, Maslow’s Triangle


Possibilities – “Life” by Nan Terrell Reed, “Growing Older” by Robin J. Wells, (and other readings)


Write essay – “A Day in My Life in the Year…”�
�









Advanced Placement (AP)





Schedules for other DCPS offered AP courses will be listed as they become available.





�
Student focus:�
�



English Language & Composition�
Rhetorical Strategies & Techniques:


Matters of Style – Diction


The Modes: 


Description & Narration�
�
AP English Literature�
Fiction:


Plot, character, theme, and rhetorical strategies�
�
Statistics�
The Normal Distribution


Examining Relationships�
�
US History�
AP Exam Prep


Colonial North America�
�



Human Geography


�
Visual Representations of Data


Cultural Diffusions


Environmental Determinism vs. Possibilism�
�






Special Services


(Exceptional Student Ed. (ESE)/Student Services)





ENCORE!


It’s official.  As of August 13, 2007 the ENCORE! student management system was fully functional for the development of student individual education plans (IEP/EP) and for all eligibility and placement activities.  The use of previous resources such as EXCENT is now prohibited.





INCLUSION - FROM CONCEPT TO REALITY!


For many months, conversations have focused on the goal of expanding the continuum of services for students with disabilities (SWD) via more inclusive practices.  Even after only one week of school, feedback on the initial attempts to establish more inclusive environments is coming in.  And you know what, it’s O.K.!!  We all recognize that change and innovation is challenging and growing.  It’s placing one foot in front of the other as you learn to walk a different walk!  Below are some considerations that will help insure that the district’s progress towards more inclusive practices has the best chance for success:


Classroom composition – “Does the ratio of general education students to SWD promote effective instructional practices?”  Too many SWD in one general education classroom means that no one, including the teachers, has their needs met. Too few SWD spread across many grade level classrooms means that you lessen the ESE support to students because the teachers can only spend minimal time in each classroom.  For these reasons, where possible, no more than 30% of any general education classroom is students with disabilities.   





In-depth IEP analysis and implementation – “How do teachers really know the needs of SWD?”  Has administration and staff reviewed the individual accommodations/modifications required for each student? Have they identified the previous service delivery methods? Have they identified all assistive technology needs? Have they reviewed the specific assessment information for each student? How is this information reflected in the classroom level plans and instructional strategies in each teacher’s classroom? 


To truly understand how to work with each individual SWD, a specific and systemic “review process” to appropriately analyze IEPs, designed by both general education teachers and ESE teachers, must be in place.














Hat’s Off!!!


Advanced Placement (AP)





The AP program in Duval County consists of a variety of college level courses that are taught in our high schools.  At the conclusion of these courses, students take an assessment and may be eligible for college credit, depending on earned scores.  Research shows that high school AP students are noticeably better prepared for the workforce and for college regardless of whether they obtain college or high school credit for the AP coursework.  Below are a few 2006-07 DCPS successes in AP:





Three out of four DCPS students taking AP courses received grades of A, B or C in those courses


Many Duval sophomores will begin the school year with college level successes due to the AP Human Geography credits earned while in the 9th grade


Based on University of North Florida’s tuition costs of $116.37 per credit hour, DCPS parents will keep a total of approximately $1,634,184 in their bank accounts from tuition savings. 





Fast Facts About 


Springboard





Comprehensive, web-based program developed by the College Board to help students in grades 9-12 achieve academic success  


Helps students achieve the necessary critical thinking, reasoning and writing skills in language arts to prepare them for freshmen level college courses, such as the Advanced Placement Program (AP)


Successful students are ready to take college level work at the end of the 11th grade  


Professional development and diagnostic assessments are a few of the components of the Springboard program 








Fast Facts About 


Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID)





AVID is an academic program whose mission is to ensure that every participant will:


succeed in rigorous curriculum


complete a rigorous college preparatory path


increase their enrollment in four-year colleges


become educated and responsible participants and leaders in a democratic society





AVID encourages students to become motivated learners through instructional strategies known as WICR – Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, and Reading.  The benefits of AVID include:


Organized site team as a catalyst for school-wide change and success


Regularly scheduled academic elective


Trained tutors


Parental workshops for academic support and college awareness 








The DCPS Academic Looking Glass is produced bi-weekly to assist principals, teachers, parents, and district staff as a quick reference guide about what students are learning during a sliding two week window.  





The learning schedules listed are not comprehensive due to space constraints and should be considered fluid in nature, as teachers are given flexibility in the speed of coverage according to the needs of students.  More information on the district’s curriculum can be accessed by clicking on the Riverdeep/Curriculum icon on the DCPS website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.dreamsbeginhere.org" ��www.dreamsbeginhere.org�.





Fast Facts About 


Early College High School (ECHS)





The ECHS initiative seeks to improve high school graduation rates and better prepare students for entry into high-skill careers by:


Coupling rigorous instruction with intensive support


Compressing the number of years to a college degree


Removing financial and other barriers to college





A few of the core principles of ECHS are:


High schools are small, autonomous schools (100 students per grade level) that blend high school and college into a coherent educational program  


Intended to serve students from traditionally underserved and underrepresented areas in higher education and is targeted to first-generation, low-income, English language learners, and minority students


ECHS movement initiated nationally in 2002 with funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Carnegie Corporation of NY, Ford Foundation, and W.K. Kellogg Foundation. 
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