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Elementary Reading 
(Grades K-5) 

 

Grade Student focus: 

K 

Instruction continues in Theme 4 in the 

Comprehensive Core Reading Program. 

Targeted Comprehension Strategies and Skills in 

Theme 4: Question, Text Organization and 

Summarizing; Predict/Infer, Cause and Effect. Begin 

instruction in Theme 5.  Targeted Comprehension 

Strategies and Skills in Theme 5: Monitor/Clarify, 

Categorize and Classify; Summarize, Story 

Structure: Beginning, Middle and End; Question. 

1 

Instruction continues in Theme 4 in the 

Comprehensive Core Reading Program. 

Targeted Comprehension Strategies and Skills in 

Theme 4:  Summarize, Drawing Conclusions; 

Evaluate, Compare & Contrast; Monitor & Clarify, 

Sequence of Events.  Targeted Comprehension 

Strategies and Skills in Theme 5: Question, 

Compare and Contrast; Summarize, Making 

Generalizations; Monitor/Clarify, Cause and Effect. 

2 

Instruction continues in Theme 3.  Targeted 

Comprehension Strategies and Skills in Theme 3: 

Summarize, Making Judgments; Question, Topic, 

Main Idea, Details; Predict & Infer, Problem 

Solving; Evaluate, Making Inferences. 

3 

Instruction continues in Theme 3.  Targeted 

Comprehension Strategies and Skills in Theme 3: 

Evaluate, Fantasy & Realism; Questioning, 

Following Directions; Predict/Infer, Drawing 

Conclusions; Monitor/Clarify, Story Structure. 

4 

Instruction continues in Theme 3.  Targeted 

Comprehension Strategies and Skills in Theme 3:  

Monitor/Clarify, Noting Details; Questioning, 

Compare and Contrast; Evaluating, Fantasy & 

Realism. 

 

READ 180 
 

Full implementation of Read 180 instructional model:  

 20 minutes of whole class instruction using the rBook 

or rBook Flex  

 60 minutes of small group rotations (20 minutes for 

software; 20 minutes for small group directed 

instruction; 20 minutes for independent reading)  

 10 minutes of whole class wrap-up 

The DCPS Academic Looking Glass 
 

Vol. 3, Issue 8   HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!             Dec. 7, 2009 – Jan. 5, 2010 

The DCPS Academic Looking Glass is produced bi-weekly 
to assist parents, principals, teachers, and district staff as a quick 
reference guide about what students are learning during a 
sliding two week window.   

 
Teachers are given flexibility in the speed of covering the listed 
learning schedules according to the individual needs of students.  
More information on the district’s curriculum and past issues of 
The Looking Glass can be accessed on the DCPS website at 
www.duvalschools.org by selecting “Know what my child is 
learning?” link under the “How Do I…” section. 

 

Elementary Reading (cont.) 
(Grades K-5) 

 

Grade Student focus: 

5 

Instruction continues in Theme 3 in the 

Comprehensive Core Reading Program.   

Targeted Comprehension Strategies and Skills in 

Theme 3:  Evaluate, Author‟s Viewpoint; 

Summarize, Cause and Effect; Question, Topic, Main 

Idea, and Supporting Details, Following Directions. 

Notes 

Instruction in the Comprehensive Core Reading 

Program is implemented by Themes.  The targeted 

comprehension strategies and skills listed are 

introduced and taught through main selections of 

literature.  The length of each theme varies by grade 

level.   

 

Elementary Writing 
(Grades K-5)  

 

Grade Student focus: 

K – 2 
Instruction continues in the Functional Writing 

Genre.  Begin Persuasive Writing Genre. 

3-5 Instruction continues in the Report Writing Genre. 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.duvalschools.org/
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Social Studies     
 

Grade Student focus: 

K 

My World 

A Big Wide World: People have many different 

needs and wants. 

1 

School & 

Family 

World of Work: People buy many goods and 

services.  

2 

Neighbors 

Ways of Living: Our country has national, state 

and religious holidays.  

3 

Community 

Communities and Trade: Many communities 

trade with each other.  

4 

Florida 

History 

Florida From Territory to State: Joining forces 

with the United States afforded Florida securities 

it did not have on its own as a territory. 

5 

US History 

Causes of the Revolution: Significant events 

affected the colonies securing independence 

from Britain. 

6 

World 

History 

Ancient India: Religion affects society‟s social 

structure and development. Leaders affect the 

growth and development of civilizations. 

7 

Geography 

Europe and Russia: The fall of the Soviet Union 

was a major turning point in history. 

8 

US History 

U.S. Government: The Constitution is a living, 

changing document, with clearly defined goals 

and a system of checks and balances. 

10  

World 

History 

Age of Absolutism and Enlightenment: The 

Enlightenment was a direct result of the 

changing ideas of the Renaissance and Scientific 

Revolution. 

11 

US History 

Immigration/Urbanization: Technological 

changes in production result in economic and 

social changes. 

12 

US Gov 

 

Economics 

Citizenship at Work: Citizens must be active 

participants in government for a democracy to 

function as it was designed. 

Fiscal Policy: The spending and taxing policies 

of a nation can promote or hinder economic 

growth. 

 

 
 

English Language Arts 
 

Grade Student focus: 

6 

Create a persuasive essay as a culminating 

performance task after learning the stages of the 

writing process – revising and editing; how to 

elaborate, use transitions, engage the reader, and 

organize the essay; and how to revise personal 

writings to enhance the reader‟s comprehension.  

Writer’s Workshop: Editing strategies such as 

proofreading, grammar, and capitalization will be 

taught to equip students with the necessary skills to 

write effectively.   

7  

Explore the key concept of how persuasive 

techniques are used to sell products, view two 

television advertisements to recognize and analyze 

persuasive techniques, identify a target audience, and 

design an ad for print media.  Reader’s Workshop:  

Learn how to identify newsworthy characteristics in a 

news report, compare how different media covers the 

same event, and how to deliver a persuasive speech.   

8 

Explore ideas of using marketing techniques to build 

anticipation, analyze and evaluate an ad, including 

persuasive techniques, analyze the relationship 

between ads and media, create an ad campaign, and 

make an oral presentation.  Reader’s Workshop: 

Learn how to identify persuasive techniques in ads.  

Writer’s Workshop:  Use the writing process to 

create an ad, give an effective presentation, and 

recognize proper audience protocol.   

9 

Answer essential questions for Unit 2: How authors 

use specific techniques to achieve a desired effect and 

the essential features of an effective style analysis.  

Complete learning activities.  Primary texts will 

include short stories on the theme of „coming of age‟.  

Begin Unit 3 and its learning activities. Primary texts 

will include works of various poets.  

10 

Answer essential questions for Unit 2: How external 

factors affect one‟s sense of identity and how we 

synthesize multiple resources into cohesive argument.  

Complete learning activities. Primary texts include 

Gurinder Chadha‟s 2003 film Bend It Like Beckham.  

11 

Answer essential questions for Unit 2 about public 

opinion/perception and complete learning activities. 

Primary texts will include persuasive pieces (e.g., 

editorials) and political cartoons.   

12 

Answer essential questions on Unit 2 (understanding/ 

interpreting text). Primary texts include Shaw‟s 

Pygmalion and George Cukor‟s film adaptation My 

Fair Lady. Complete learning activities. Begin Unit 3 

and its learning activities.  Primary texts will include 

Shakespeare‟s Othello. 

Notes 

 

6-8:     December 8
th

 and 9
th

 - District Timed Writing 

#3; Revise timed writing. Place both the original and 

revised paper in students‟ portfolio.   

December 14
th

 and 15
th

 - 4
th

 Progress Monitoring 

Assessment  

11-12:  Revise and edit third district timed writing. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) 
 

Grade Student focus: 

English 

Language & 

Composition 

Rhetorical strategies to support various forms 

of essay writings. 

English 

Literature 

In-depth literary analysis of carefully selected 

readings with emphasis on quality over 

quantity. 

Statistics 
Probability: Foundations for Inference; 

Random Variables 

US History 
Civil War; Reconstruction; Origins of the 

New South. 

Human 

Geography 

Political Organization and Territorial; 

Dimensions; Colonialism; Devolution. 
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Mathematics 

 

Grade Student focus:  

K 

 

Develop strategies for counting and keeping track 

of quantities.  Represent quantities with pictures, 

numerals, or words.  Create a set of a given size.  

Represent quantities with pictures, numerals, or 

words. 

1 

Observe, describe, sort, classify, and compare 2-D 

shapes.  Group shapes according to common 

characteristics.  Use rotation to create and change 

designs.  See how changing the unit affects the 

whole pattern. 

2 

Fold and cut shapes into congruent halves.  

Visualize combining situations.  Develop 

strategies for combining.  Record strategies 

clearly. 

3 

Use knowledge about factors of 100 to understand 

the structure of multiples of 100.  Develop 

strategies to solve problems in multiplication and 

division situations by using knowledge of factors 

and multiples.  Estimate real quantities that are 

close to 200, 300, and 400.  Develop familiarity 

with conventional fraction words and notation.  

Become familiar with grouping unit fractions. 

4 

Estimate and calculate total amounts and change, 

Count up to make change.  Estimate local 

distances in miles and tenths of miles.  Develop a 

sense of how long a mile is.  Compare and 

combine decimal numbers.  See relationships of 

decimal parts to the whole.  Become familiar with 

common decimal and fraction equivalents. 

5 

Associate the word “probability” with how likely 

something is to occur.  Use probability to predict 

about how often an event will happen in a given 

number of trials.  Predict and analyze features of 

distributions.  Add probabilities of simple events. 

6 

MJ I 

Standard/ 

Advanced 

 

Find solutions to real-world problems.  Learn 

how to divide decimals and calculate taxes, tips 

and discounts in everyday life.  Learn to take 

discounts using percents, fractions and decimals 

and how to divide circles into percents.  

7 

MJ II 

Understand the connections between linear 

equations and patterns in the tables and graphs.  

Relations, including rate of change, and the x- and 

y-intercepts.  Find solutions to a problem using a 

table or graph.  Understand how the y-intercept 

appears in tables and equations. 

6-8 

Pre-Algebra:  Proportions and Ratios.  The 

concept of a unit rate.  How proportional 

relationships can be represented visually and with 

symbols. 

Algebra I:  Integrate knowledge of the 

characteristics of linear equations to make real-

world decisions.  Graph linear equations using the 

slope-intercept form.  Review and Extend.  Factor 

polynomials of 1
st
 and 2

nd
 degree algebraically.  

Factor completely and solve quadratic equations 

in a variety of forms.   

 

 

Mathematics (continued) 
 

Grade Student focus:  

6-8 
Geometry:  Inequalities; Systems of Linear Equations 

and Inequalities. 

9-12 

Algebra I:  Systems of Linear Equations and 

Inequalities 

Algebra II:  Sequences 

Geometry:  Triangles 

Pre-Calculus:  Circular and Trigonometric Functions 

 

 

Science 
 

Grade Student focus:  

K Explorations of gravity and sound. 

1 
Explorations of safety around water and changes in the 

world around us. 

2 Explorations of what parts of our bodies do for us. 

3 
Explorations of the water cycle.  A performance task 

comparing heating and cooling of water and solids. 

4 Explorations of magnetism. 

5 Explorations of energy flow in living systems. 

6 
Lesson 10 Lab activities exploring cell structure and 

function.   

7 

Lesson 9 Lab activities exploring the characteristics and 

classification of organisms.  Accelerated:  Continue 

Lesson 8.  Begin Lesson 9 Lab activities exploring stars 

and galaxies.  Complete work on science projects. 

8 Lesson 10 Lab activities exploring the solar system.  

9-12 

Earth Space: Explore how climates are impacted by 

geology and the trace past climate change. 

Biology: Explore how the human body systems 

communicate to maintain a healthy body. 

Chemistry: Explore the concept of a mole by finding 

the molar mass of copper in malachite.  

Physics:  Continue to work on performance task. 

Explore motion and look at roller coasters and the 

affects of gravity on the Moon.  Honors: Do Chapter 8 

and 9 in Merrill book. 

Notes 
6-8:  Advanced students should be completing working 

on science projects. 
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World Languages (Cont.) 
 

Subject Student focus: 

German 

Level I:  4-B Question words: Wer? Wen? 

Was?; Present tense of sein, plural; school 

schedules, report cards; geography of 

Germany.  Level II:  4-B Infinitives used as 

nouns; animals-farm and pets; houses in 

Germany; farms; Lichtenstein. 

French 

Level I:  Unité 4 Leçon10; Avoir; definite and 

indefinite articles; singular and plural nouns; 

negative article pas de; expressions with 

avoir; speaking about events; people and their 

possessions.  Level II:  Unité 3 Leçons 9, 

10; Vouloir, pouvoir, devoir; partitive article; 

foods; beverages; place setting; setting the 

table; meals and food shopping. 

 

Fast Facts about Exceptional 
Education and Student Services 

 
With the arrival of the federal Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA) and American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act (ARRA) stimulus funding, DCPS has an exciting opportunity to 

fund a variety of initiatives and activities in support of students with 

disabilities throughout the district.  Examples of some of these 

activities include: 

 

- Providing enhanced professional development activities for 

general education teachers, ESE teachers and administrators – 

including teacher stipends for selected training. 

- Providing funding to support school-based collaborative 

planning time for general education/ESE teachers at each 

school (i.e. Substitutes). 

- Purchasing specialized equipment/materials for students with 

disabilities at three center schools. 

- Purchasing/replacing assistive technology equipment/ 

materials prescribed to support students with disabilities. 

- Purchasing/upgrading technology and instructional 

methodologies for Home/Hospital program. 

- Funding “arts access” for students with disabilities. 

- Providing part-time hourly funding for school-based ESE 

Liaisons in each school to support required activities beyond 

the typical teacher instructional responsibilities. 

- Purchasing RtI assessment and data reporting materials. 

- Funding Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Endorsement for 

teachers (100+). 

- Replacing audiological assessment equipment and individual 

student support materials. 

- Funding expanded mental health support services (Pre-

Kindergarten and Behavior Support). 

- Funding development of distance learning capacity to provide 

professional development in a more effective/efficient 

manner. 

 

And much, much more…Stay tuned for further details of additional 

opportunities funded by the ARRA stimulus project! 

 

World Languages 
 

Subject Student focus: 

 

Chinese 

 

Level I:  Lesson 4: Sentences with V+  + V; 

; …… ; …… ; 

Hobbies: Sports, Entertainment Sports in China–

Beijing Olympics 

Level II:  and Compared National College 

Entrance Exam After-School Learning Centers 

;  

American 

Sign 

Language 

Level I: Gloss structure English to ASL 

Holiday vocabulary conceptual accuracy; 

Holiday Performance. 

Level II: Candy Bar; Holiday Performance.  

Latin 

Level I:  18-19- Verbs: 3rd conj. pre. imp. fut.  

ind. pres. imper.; apposition; question words; 

Lists 18-19 word study; root words; borrowed 

phrases; Roman House.   Level II: 13-14-15 

Fero; result clauses; 5th dcl; ablative of degree of 

difference; Lists 13-14-15 Derivatives; suffixes 

and prefixes; Latin in medicine; English spelling; 

landmarks of the classical world. 

Spanish 

Level I:  Capítulo 3A Pesent tense of -er and -ir 

verbs; Me gusta(n), me encanta(n); foods and 

beverages; adverbs of frequency; expressions to 

show surprise; typical Spanish foods; Northern 

South America.  Level II:   Capítulo 3B; direct 

object pronouns; irregular affirmative tú  

commands; irregular present participle forms; 

places in a city or town; driving; modes of 

transportation; asking for and giving directions; 

Mexico City subway system; Diego Rivera; 

Frida Kahlo; La plaza; El barrio. 

Portuguese I 

 

Capítulo 3 – Horas delazer. Discuss activities 

and make future plans. Order food in a 

restaurant. Talk about arts and entertainment. 

Describe possessions and conditions. Express 

obligation. Present tense of regular –er and –ir 

verbs. Present tense of IR. Expressing future 

action. Present tense of TER. Numbers above 

100. Food and drinks. Places of entertainment. 

Common Verbs (-ar, -er, -ir). Expressions of 

time. Common words and expressions. American 

films vs. National films. Culinary & food 

customs. Nordeste do Brazil. 

Portuguese 

II 

Capítulo 9 – O trabalho e os negocios. Talk 

about the workplace and professions. Discuss job 

skills and abilities. Ask about professional 

qualifications and requirements. Give orders and 

instructions. Se as impersonal subject. More on 

the preterit and the imperfect. More on 

interrogative pronouns. Commands. Professions, 

occupations and roles; work places. Common 

verbs; common words and expressions. Discuss 

national, regional and global economies. Identify 

significant businesses in Brazil. 

 

 


