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Elementary Reading 
(Grades K-5) 

 

Grade Student focus: 

K 

Instruction continues in Theme 4 in the 

Comprehensive Core Reading Program. 

Targeted Comprehension Strategies and Skills in 

Theme 4: Question, Text Organization and 

Summarizing; Predict/Infer, Cause and Effect. 

1 

Instruction continues in Theme 4 in the 

Comprehensive Core Reading Program. 

Targeted Comprehension Strategies and Skills in 

Theme 4:  Summarize, Drawing Conclusions; 

Evaluate, Compare & Contrast; Monitor & Clarify, 

Sequence of Events. 

2 

Instruction continues in Theme 2 in the 

Comprehensive Core Reading Program. 

Targeted Comprehension Strategies and Skills in 

Theme 2:  Question, Compare & Contrast; Evaluate, 

Fact & Opinion; Monitor and Clarify, Categorize & 

Classify.  Begin instruction in Theme 3. 

Targeted Comprehension Strategies and Skills in 

Theme 3:  Summarize, Making Judgments; 

Question, Topic, Main Idea, Details; Predict & Infer, 

Problem Solving; Evaluate, Making Inferences. 

3 

Instruction continues in Theme 2 in the 

Comprehensive Core Reading Program.  

Targeted Comprehension Strategies and Skills in 

Theme 2:  Evaluate, Author‟s Viewpoint; Question, 

Categorize and Classify; Monitor and Clarify, 

Noting Details; Monitor/Clarify, Topic, Main Idea & 

Supporting Details; Understanding Trickster Tales. 

Begin instruction in Theme 3.  Targeted 

Comprehension Strategies and Skills in Theme 3:  

Evaluate, Fantasy & Realism; Questioning, 

Following Directions; Predict/Infer, Drawing 

Conclusions; Monitor/Clarify, Story Structure. 

 

READ 180 
 

Full implementation of Read 180 instructional model:  

 20 minutes of whole class instruction using the rBook 

or rBook Flex  

 60 minutes of small group rotations (20 minutes for 

software; 20 minutes for small group directed 

instruction and 20 minutes for independent reading)  

 10 minutes of whole class wrap-up 

The DCPS Academic Looking Glass 
 

Vol. 3, Issue 7                  November 18 – December 4, 2009 

The DCPS Academic Looking Glass is produced bi-weekly 
to assist parents, principals, teachers, and district staff as a quick 
reference guide about what students are learning during a 
sliding two week window.   

 
Teachers are given flexibility in the speed of covering the listed 
learning schedules according to the individual needs of students.  
More information on the district’s curriculum and past issues of 
The Looking Glass can be accessed on the DCPS website at 
www.duvalschools.org by selecting “Know what my child is 
learning?” link under the “How Do I…” section. 

 

Elementary Reading (continued) 
(Grades K-5) 

 

Grade Student focus: 

4 

Instruction continues in Theme 2 in the 

Comprehensive Core Reading Program. 

Targeted Comprehension Strategies and Skills 

in Theme 2:  Summarize, Story Structure; 

Predict/Infer, Author‟s Viewpoint; Monitor/Clarify, 

Text Organization; Question, Noting Details; 

Understanding Mysteries.  Begin instruction in 

Theme 3.  Targeted Comprehension Strategies 

and Skills in Theme 3:  Monitor/Clarify, Noting 

Details; Questioning, Compare and Contrast; 

Evaluating, Fantasy & Realism. 

5 

Begin instruction in Theme 3 in the Comprehensive 

Core Reading Program.  Targeted Comprehension 

Strategies and Skills in Theme 3:  Evaluate, 

Author‟s Viewpoint; Summarize, Cause and Effect; 

Question, Topic, Main Idea, and Supporting 

Details, Following Directions. 

Notes 

Instruction in the Comprehensive Core Reading 

Program is implemented by Themes.  The targeted 

comprehension strategies and skills listed are 

introduced and taught through main selections of 

literature.  The length of each theme varies by grade 

level.   

 Elementary Writing 
(Grades K-5)  

 

Grade Student focus: 

K – 1 
Instruction continues in the Functional Writing 

Genre. 

2 
Instruction continues in the Narrative Writing Genre. 

Instruction begins in the Functional Writing Genre. 

3-5 Instruction continues in the Report Writing Genre. 

 

 

 

http://www.duvalschools.org/
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Social Studies     
 

Grade Student focus: 

K 

My World 

A Big Wide World: Homes and communities 

make up cities.  

1 

School & 

Family 

Where We Live: Weather and seasons affect 

how people live.  

2 

Neighbors 

Ways of Living: Our country has many 

important symbols and landmarks. 

3 

Community 

Economics Everyday: Economics is an important 

part of daily life. 

4 

Florida 

History 

The Struggle for Florida: The pursuit of different 

countries to rule Florida caused conflicts for 100 

years. 

5 

US History 

Middle and Southern Colonies: The thirteen 

original colonies were established through events 

and experiences of everyday life. 

6 

World 

History 

Egypt and Nubia II: The use/misuse of natural 

resources impact civilization. Religion impacts 

the development and culture of civilizations.  

7 

Geography 

Middle East: Culture is a reflection of religious 

practices in the region. Natural resources of the 

region are valued by nations around the world. 

8 

US History 

Revolutionary War: The importance of protest 

and its impact on economic and political 

situations. 

10  

World 

History 

Age of Discovery: The changing ideas and 

expanded trade of the Renaissance led to strong 

monarchs and European exploration. 

11 

US History 

Industrialism/Frontier: Technological changes in 

production result in economic and social 

consequences. 

12 

US Gov 

 

Economics 

Being an American: The population of the 

United States is very diverse and becoming more 

so all the time. 

Macroeconomic Measurement: Gross Domestic 

Product is used to compare the economic well 

being of different nations. 

 

 
 

English Language Arts 
 

Grade Student focus: 

6 

Identify and analyze text features; use text features to 

preview articles and locate information. Analyze 

persuasive writing techniques and learn how to 

support position in writing. Reader’s Workshop: 

Learn to apply graphic aids to evaluate validity and 

accuracy of information. Writer’s Workshop: Learn 

to apply the rubric to individual writing and enhance 

editing skills. Create a nursery rhyme to demonstrate 

evidence of ability to effectively use the stages of 

writing; this will become a part of student‟s portfolio. 

7  

Learn how to effectively apply graphic aids 

interpreting and text outlining skills to address 

essential questions. Practice how to build, understand, 

and use content-area vocabulary and how to apply 

literal and figurative meaning of words by writing an 

interpretive essay 

8 

Writer’s Workshop: Focus on understanding the 

Writing Rubric components–mature word choice, 

variation in sentences, sentence structure, paragraph 

development, freshness of expression, and organizing 

the essay.  Editing strategies (proofreading, 

punctuation, etc.) will be demonstrated for correct 

and effective application.  Reader’s Workshop: 

Learn how to set a purpose for reading and 

demonstrate understanding of persuasive writing 

techniques.   

9 

Answer essential questions for Unit 2: How authors 

use specific techniques to achieve a desired effect and 

the essential features of an effective style analysis.  

Complete learning activities.  Primary texts will 

include short stories on the theme of „coming of age‟.   

10 

Answer essential questions for Unit 2: How external 

factors affect one‟s sense of identity and how we 

synthesize multiple resources into cohesive argument.  

Complete learning activities. Primary texts include 

Gurinder Chadha‟s 2003 film Bend It Like Beckham.  

11 

Answer essential questions for Unit 2 about public 

opinion/perception and complete learning activities. 

Primary texts will include persuasive pieces (e.g., 

editorials) and political cartoons.  

12 

Answer essential questions on Unit 2 (understanding/ 

interpreting text). Primary texts include Shaw‟s 

Pygmalion and George Cukor‟s film adaptation My 

Fair Lady.  

Notes 

6-8:   Revise District Writing Assessment #2 

9-10:  Before spending Thanksgiving with their 

families, students will demonstrate their progress in 

mastering the state‟s reading benchmarks through 

Progress Monitoring Assessment #03.  Revise and 

edit third district timed writing. 

11-12:  Revise and edit third district timed writing. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) 
 

Grade Student focus: 

English 

Language & 

Composition 

Develop writing skills appropriate to the 

course content and AP exam expectations; 

Begin to develop a clear focus on various 

forms of essay writing, such as cause and 

effect, argumentation, persuasive, and compare 

and contrast 

English 

Literature 

Continue to develop writing skills appropriate 

to Advance Placement exam expectations 

Statistics Probability Foundations for Inference 

US History 
Civil War; Reconstruction; Origins of the New 

South 

Human 

Geography 

Political Organization and Territorial; 

Dimensions; Colonialism; Devolution 
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Science 
 

Grade Student focus:  

K Explorations of motion of objects and gravity. 

1 
Explorations of water, rocks, and soil found on Earth‟s 

surface. 

2 
Explorations of magnetism and gravity and a 

performance task about motion. 

3 Explorations of water as it changes state. 

4 
Electricity and the flow of energy in a system 

exploration and performance task. 

5 Explorations of energy flow in living systems. 

6 
Lesson 8 Lab activities exploring levels of organization.  

Lesson 9 Lab activities exploring the cell theory.     

7 

Lesson 7 Lab activities exploring the levels of 

organization. Lesson 8 Lab activities exploring cell 

cycle.  Accelerated:  Continue Lesson 7.  Begin Lesson 

8 Lab activities exploring space. 

8 Lesson 9 Lab activities exploring gravity in space. 

9-12 

Earth Space: Explore how paleoclimates are 

determined and how orbital parameters influence global 

climate. 

Biology: Explore the Cell Theory.  Explore cell 

structures and functions.  Explain composition and 

function of cell membranes. 

Chemistry: Bonding and nomenclature.  Honors: 

Covalen bonding and intermolecular forces.  

All students take district formative #3. 

Physics:  Continue to work on performance task. 

Explore relationship between impulse and momentum 

and its application to safety equipment.  Honors:  

Complete Chapter 7 in Merrill book. 

Notes 
6-8:  Advanced students should continue working on 

science projects. 

 

 

Mathematics 
 

Grade Student focus:  

K 

Copy, build, extend, and record growing patterns.  

Recognize numerals and number names. Develop 

strategies for counting and keeping track of 

quantities. Represent quantities with pictures, 

numerals, or words. 

1 

Observe, describe and compare 2-D shapes. 

Group shapes according to common 

characteristics. Compose, decompose, visualize, 

and represent 2-D shapes.   

2 

Identify triangles and rectangles based on the 

number of sides, the number of corners, and the 

number of square corners. Visualize, construct, 

draw, and compare rectangular arrays.  Design 

and construct rectangular regions that are divided 

into halves, thirds, and fourths. 

3 

Develop familiarity with the factors of 100.  

Develop strategies to solve problems in 

multiplication and division.  Estimate quantities 

that are close to 200, 300, and 400. 

4 

Organize data.  Find the median and the mean of 

a set of data.  Use the median to compare two 

sets of data. Explore number relationships in the 

context of money.  Develop strategies for 

combining numbers, particularly money 

amounts. 

5 

Represent decimals on grids.  Read, write, and 

order decimals.  Divide to find decimal 

equivalents of fractions.  Add decimals on a grid. 

Organize and represent data as fractions, 

percents, and in circle graphs. 

6 

MJ I 

Standard/ 

Advanced 

 

Use models to represent a whole number divided 

by a fraction. Develop strategies for dividing a 

fraction by a whole number. Learn how to relate 

decimal multiplication to fraction multiplication. 

Learn how to multiply decimals. 

7 

MJ II 

Explore the use of the order of operations to 

order computation in problems.  Develop and use 

the Distributive Property of multiplication over 

addition.  Moving Straight Ahead: Introduce 

the concept of patterns of change between the 

independent and dependent variables for linear 

relationships. Construct tables, graphs, and 

equations to represent linear patterns of change. 

6-8 

Pre-Algebra:  Proportions and Ratios. The 

concept of a unit rate.  How proportional 

relationships can be represented visually and 

with symbols.  

Algebra I:  Assess, review, and extend; 

Understand the relationship between a graph and 

its equation. Graph lines using the slope-intercept 

form. Integrate knowledge of the characteristics 

of linear equations to make real-world decisions. 

Geometry:  Inequalities 

 

 

Mathematics (continued) 
 

Grade Student focus:  

9-12 

Algebra I:  Solving and Graphing Inequalities 

Algebra II:  Parent Graphs 

Geometry:  Transformations 

Pre-Calculus:  Exponential and Logarithmic 

Functions 
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Fast Facts about Physical Education 
 

The National Association for Sport and Physical Education 

(NASPE) identifies assessment of student learning as one of four 

components of high-quality physical education programs. Benefits 

of regular and ongoing assessment in physical education include 

opportunities to focus on individual student performance, provide 

student feedback and track progress, and communicate with 

students and parents. In Duval County, the emergence of OnCourse 

has magnified the importance of assessment in our district‟s 

physical education programs. 

Student assessment in physical education should demonstrate 

student learning in three domains (motor, cognitive, and affective), 

as well as physical fitness. The Next Generation Sunshine State 

Standards (NGSSS) provide the framework for planning the 

curriculum in this manner. The Standards are organized into four 

strands: Movement Competency, Cognitive Abilities, Responsible 

Behaviors/Values, and Lifetime Fitness. Assessments that 

exemplify “best practices” are aligned with instruction and based 

upon NGSSS benchmarks. 

Teachers of physical education should employ a variety of 

assessment strategies and techniques. Student learning can be 

assessed by employing skill checklists, self- and peer-assessments, 

quizzes, exit slips, student journals, and homework assignments. 

Teachers can execute these assessments while observing a whole 

class during an activity, at a teacher-led station, or by pulling a 

small group of students out of a large group activity. 

Resources to assist teachers in strengthening their assessment 

repertoires are available in the DCPS Physical Education 

Curriculum Guides. Additional assessment resources are available 

at http://www.pecentral.org/assessment/assessment.html. 

 

World Languages (continued) 
 

Subject Student focus: 

Portuguese 

II 

Capítulo 9 – O trabalho e os negocios. Talk about 

the workplace and professions. Discuss job skills 

and abilities. Ask about professional qualifications 

and requirements. Give orders and instructions. Se 

as impersonal subject. More on the preterit and the 

imperfect. More on interrogative pronouns. 

Commands. Professions, occupations and roles; 

work places. Common verbs; common words and 

expressions. Discuss national, regional and global 

economies. Identify significant businesses in 

Brazil. 

French 

Level I:  Unité 4 Leçon 9. Adjectives of physical 

description; describing yourself, others and 

objects. Computer. 

Level II:  Unité 2 Leçon 7, 8. Voir. Irregular past 

participles with avoir. Passé Composé with être. 

Sortir, partir, dormer. Quelqu’un/quelque 

chose. Personne/ne…rien  Il y a. Expressions of 

past time. Verbs conjugated with être. Weekend 

plans. ML2C.1,3,5. 

 

World Languages 
 

Subject Student focus: 

Chinese  

Level I:  Lesson 3 • Question sentences with 几 

(how many); 几岁/几点/几月几日/星期几.  

Question sentence with 为什么 (why).  Months, 

Day of week, Dates, Time. Lunar calendar; 

Chinese festivals and celebrations. 

Level II:  Lesson 8 (1). 的时候，正在.. (When... 

be doing...). (2) 除了…以外，还 (in addition 

to…, also…)  (3) 能and 会Compared National 

College Entrance Exam AfterȤSchool Learning 

Centers; 书中自有黄金屋，书; 中自有颜如玉.  

American 

Sign 

Language 

Level I: Holiday foods ASL1A:2, 3.  BRAVO 6 

Parameters COLORS Inclusion/accessibility 

Level II: SN 1- 6 REVIEW Gaining attention / 

Signing environment / Asking for repletion. 

Name signs / Alerting devices  SN 7 Cardinal / 

ordinal numbers.  Giving directions, cross 

cultural communication.  

German 

Level I:  4-A Definite articles in the accusative; 

classroom objects; schools.   

Level II:  4-A Past tense of modals; family 

activities and chores; family life. 

Latin 

Level I:  15-16-17 Verbs: sum pres. imp. fut. 

Infinitives as subj./obj.  2nd Decl. Neuter; Lists 

15-16-17; Word Study; Slavery; Borrowed 

Phrases.  Level II: 11-12 Purpose clauses; 

sequence of tenses in purpose clauses.  Lists 11-

12 Derivatives, suffixes and prefixes; hazards of 

travel; inns; landmarks of the classical world; 

borrowed words. 

Spanish 

Level I:  Capítulo 2B, Estar, plurals of nouns and 

articles. (Unit 2 Assessment.) Classroom items 

and furniture. Parts of the classroom. Prepositions 

of location. UNICEF‟s work in Latin America. 

Spanish schools. Central America. 

Level II:   Capítulo 3ª. Direct object pronouns. 

Irregular preterite: ir, ser, hacer, tener, estar, 

poder. Running errands; locations in a downtown. 

Items purchased; El barrio. Shopping and 

markets. Julio Alpuy. Pablo Neruda. Ciudades 

hermans. 

Portuguese 

I 

Capítulo 3 – Horas delazer. Discuss activities and 

make future plans. Order food in a restaurant. 

Talk about arts and entertainment. Describe 

possessions and conditions. Express obligation. 

Present tense of regular –er and –ir verbs. Present 

tense of IR. Expressing future action. Present 

tense of TER. Numbers above 100. Food and 

drinks. Places of entertainment. Common Verbs 

(-ar, -er, -ir). Expressions of time. Common 

words and expressions. American films vs. 

National films. Culinary & food customs. 

Nordeste do Brazil. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pecentral.org/assessment/assessment.html

