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English Language Arts Curriculum Explanation 
 

The curriculum for all 9th grade ELA classes in this district consist of SpringBoard ELA Level IV, 
supplemented as needed with Glencoe Literature: The Reader's Choice (Course 4, 2003) and Glencoe 
Writer's Choice: Grammar and Composition (2001).  Teachers, administrators, parents, and other 
community members are encouraged to examine this program’s website, available at 
www.collegeboard.com/springboard.   
 
The following is an excerpt from the SpringBoard ELA Level IV Teacher Version: 
 
“In Level IV, the units focus on the concept of “Coming of Age,” as well as presenting a traditional 
genre study.  The units begin with an introduction to the idea of “Coming of Age” and then follow this 
topic by presenting units focused on short stories, poetry, drama [Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet], 
film, non-fiction, and a novel [Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird] that present incidents that are significant 
milestones in the lives of young people.  Specific elements of the genre study and writing skills are 
emphasized.  Students are expected to learn and apply reading, writing, oral and collaborative 
strategies to their own learning styles, strengths and weaknesses. 
 
“Embedded and continuous throughout the units, students learn and practice a variety of strategies 
for mastering the reading, writing, oral, and collaborative skills needed for success.  The units of 
instruction use the College Board Standards for College Success [which have been aligned with the 
Sunshine State Standards and NCEE Standards—see attached] to help create a roadmap of skill-
building so all students experience continuous and recursive learning experiences that emphasize and 
deepen students’ academic powers.” (p. xxiii) [inserts to quote added] 
 
An important element of the SpringBoard ELA program is the requirement that students maintain a 
portfolio.  According to the SpringBoard program, “… teachers guide students in creating their 
portfolios by including a wide range of work that encompasses examples of reading, writing, oral 
literacy and collaborative activities.  Students are then given opportunities to assess their growth in 
understanding of their ability to use reading, writing, oral and collaborative strategies and to reflect 

http://www.collegeboard.com/springboard
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on the successes and challenges encountered.  …  Each unit includes specific activities appropriate for 
portfolio inclusion.  In addition, teachers may choose to include additional activities.  Effective 
portfolios include a variety of work from each unit such as final drafts, some earlier drafts, 
quickwrites, notes, reading logs, audio and video tapes, and graphics that represent a wide variety of 
genre, forms, and media created for a variety of purposes.” (p. xv) 
 
The SpringBoard ELA program provides ELA teachers with six units of thematically related activities 
and readings.  These unit activities scaffold the students’ learning in order that they are able to 
complete successfully the assessments (products) at the end of each unit.  It is the teacher’s 
responsibility to 
 

 maintain fidelity to the SpringBoard curriculum,  
 determine the necessary focus for each daily lesson, 
 create and deliver daily lessons, 
 facilitate the SpringBoard unit activities to reinforce learning and check for understanding, 
 create formative and summative assessments for and of learning, and 
 complete teacher reflections of each unit. 
 
 The Learning Schedules (pacing guides) for this course can be found in the Riverdeep Learning 

Village available at 
http://www.duvalschools.org/static/aboutdcps/departments/acadprog/riverdeep/ .  
These Learning Schedules were developed and will be revised as needed by ELA teachers using 
the end-of-unit Teacher Reflections shared with the Academic Division of Curriculum and 
Instruction.  It is hoped that teachers will share effective lesson plans with their colleagues 
through the Riverdeep Learning Village. 

 
Please review pages 4-8 for an overview of the Duval County’s Adopted High School ELA 
Curriculum and pages 9-15 for the Standards Correlation. 

http://www.duvalschools.org/static/aboutdcps/departments/acadprog/riverdeep/
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            Correlation of Standards for College Board, Sunshine State, and NCEE 

College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Respond to texts and put texts in context 
                                                                                   Strand:  Connecting the text to personal experience 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA142 
LAA144 
LAA244 
LAE141 

E1a 
E1c 

LAA144 
LAA244 
LAE246 

E1c 
E5a 

LAE245 
LAE246 
LAE248 

E1c 
E5a 

 
 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Respond to texts and put texts in context 
                                                                                   Strand:  Connecting the text to subject – matter knowledge 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA141 
LAA142 
LAA144 
LAA242 

E1a 
E1c 

LAA142 E1c LAE247 E5a 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Respond to texts and put texts in context 
                                                                                   Strand:  Connecting the text to world knowledge 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA141 
LAA142 
LAA144 
LAD141 
LAD241 

E1a 
E2b 
E5a 

LAD141 
LAD142 
LAD242 
LAD245 

E4a 
E4b 

LAD141 
LAD142 
LAD241 
LAE241 
LAE248 

E5a 



LAE145 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Respond to texts and put texts in context 
                                                                                   Strand:  Analyzing responses to texts 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA242 
LAE143 

E1a 
E2b 
E5a 

LAA244 
LAA247 
LAE143 

E1c 
E5a 

LAD242 
LAE145 

E1c 
E5a 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Interpret and analyze the communication context 
                                                                                   Strand:  Purpose, audience, and context 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA142 
LAA242 

E1a 
E2b 
E5a 

LAA241 
LAA242 
LAA244 
LAB243 

E1c 
E2b 
E5a 

 

LAD141 
LAD242 
LAE142 

E1c 
E5a 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Interpret and analyze text elements and structures 
                                                                                   Strand:  Elements and connections in expository texts 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA142 
LAA144 
LAA244 
LAA245 
LAE242 

E1a 
E1c 
E2b 

LAA247 
LAA248 
LAB242 
LAC142 

E1c 
E2b 
E3b 
E5a 

LAB242 
LAE242 
LAE246 
LAE247 

E1c 
E5a 
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College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Interpret and analyze text elements and structures 
                                                                                   Strand:  Elements and connections in literary texts 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA142 
LAA144 
LAA241 
LAA242 
LAA248 
LAD242 
LAE141 
LAE143 

E1a 
E5a 

LAA242 
LAD141 
LAE141 
LAE243 

E1c 
E5a 

LAA244 
LAD141 
LAD142 
LAE143 

E1c 
E5a 
E6a 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Reflect on and direct processes for constructing meaning 
from texts 
                                                                                   Strand:  Reflect on text features that affect understanding 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA142 
LAA141 

E3b LAA241 E5a LAA144 
LAA248 

E1c 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Reflect on and direct processes for constructing meaning 
from texts 
                                                                                   Strand:  Reflect on self as a reader constructing meaning from texts 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA141 
LAA142 

E1a 
E1b 

LAA241 
LAE242 

E5a LAA241 
LAA242 

E5a 
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LAA244 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Reflect on and direct processes for constructing meaning 
from texts 
                                                                                   Strand:  Reflect on the requirements of the reading task and 
strategies for  
                                                                                                 completing the reading task 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA141 
LAA142 
LAA144 
LAA244 
LAA246 
LAA248 

E1a 
E1b 
E2a 
E5a 

LAA141 
LAA142 
LAA143 
LAA144 

E1c 
E5a 

LAA141 
LAA142 
LAA144 

E1c 
E5a 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Engage ideas and audiences through texts 
                                                                                   Strand:  Writing to discover and learn 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAB142 
LAB241 
LAB242 

E5b LAB141 
LAB142 

E2b LAB141 
LAB142 
LAB241 

E2f 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Engage ideas and audiences through texts 
                                                                                   Strand:  Developing expository texts 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAB242 
LAE141 

E4b 
E5b 

LAB142 E2b 
E4a 

LAB143 
LAB241 

E2b 
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LAB243 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Engage ideas and audiences through texts 
                                                                                   Strand:  Developing literary texts 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAB141 
LAB142 
LAB242 
LAB243 
LAE141 

E2b 
E4a 
E4b 
E5a 
E5b 

LAB243 E2b 
E4a 

LAB241 
LAB242 
LAB243 
LAB244 

E2b 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Engage ideas and audiences through texts 
                                                                                   Strand:  Situating texts 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAB142 
LAB243 

E2a       E2e 
E2b       E2f 
E2c       E4a 

       E2d 

LAB142 
LAB242 

E2b 
E4a 

LAB243 E2d 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Evaluate and revise texts 
                                                                                   Strand:  Revising for coherence, development, insight, and effect 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAB141 
LAB142 
LAB143 
LAC143 
LAE241 

E3b 
E4b 

LAB142 
LAC141 
LAC143 

E3b 
E4b 

 

LAB143 
LAB242 
LAB243 
LAC143 

E2e 
E5b 
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LAE243 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Present technically sound texts 
                                                                                   Strand:  Conventions, grammar, and usage 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA143 
LAB143 
LAB244 

E4a LAA143 
LAB243 

E4a LAA143 
LAB243 

E4a 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Present technically sound texts 
                                                                                   Strand:  Stylistic conventions 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA143 
LAB243 

E4a LAB242 
LAB243 
LAD141 

E4a 
E4b 

LAB243 E4a 
E4b 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Research 
                                                                                   Strand:  Research Design 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAB141 
LAB142 
LAB244 

E2a 
E4b 

LAB141 
LAB142 
LAC342 
LAC343 

E2a 
E4b 

LAB244 E6b 
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College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Research 
                                                                                   Strand:  Evaluating sources 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA247 E2a 
E4b 

 

LAA242 
LAA247 
LAA248 

 

E2a 
E4b 

LAB244 
LAC242 

E1c 

 
 
College Board Standards for College Success:     Standard:  Research 
                                                                                   Strand:  Citing sources 

9th Grade – Level 4 10th Grade – Level 5 11th Grade – Level 6 
Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE Sunshine State  NCEE 

LAA244 
LAA246 
LAA248 
LAB241 
LAB242 

E2a 
E4b 

 

LAB241 
LAB243 

E4b LAE245 
LAE247 

E5a 

 


	Ed Pratt-Dannals, Superintendent

