
Priority One for Dedicated Magnet Schools
(review of the district’s process)

• April 19, 2010 6-8pm Paxon MS cafeteria

• April 20, 2010 6-8pm Cline Auditorium at 1701 Prudential Drive

The purpose of these meetings will be to provide data and information about 
the current process of assigning Priority One within the magnet lottery to those 
students who are eligible. Generally speaking, these are students who live in the 
former attendance area of a Dedicated Magnet School.

Please note: students/dependents of active duty military personnel will continue 
to receive priority placement as required by State Law.

Both meetings will cover the same topics and material.  Parents and community 
members are encouraged to attend for information, and to provide feedback.
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Dedicated Magnet Programs Priority 1



Priority One* is available to students who live in the 
former attendance area of a dedicated magnet 
school.

This priority gives these students first access to 
available seats.

*Note: State Law requires that students who are the dependants of active duty military 
personnel receive placement into a program of their choice within any Duval County 
School including all magnet schools and all neighborhood schools.  Priority 1 is the 
mechanism we use to assign military dependents to magnet programs.
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Dedicated Magnet Programs Priority 1



School Board Policy regarding Priority 1 for 
neighborhood students:

• “In the case of magnet schools without an 
assigned attendance area, the District may give a 
preference for available seats to students who 
reside in the previous attendance area for the 
school.”
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Dedicated Magnet Schools 
that have Priority One 

neighborhoods are:
• Darnell-Cookman
• Jacksonville Beach
• James W. Johnson
• J. Allen Axson
• Kirby-Smith
• Landon
• Paxon SAS
• Pine Forest
• Stanton

Dedicated Magnet Schools 
that are exceptions to this 

procedure are:

• A. Philip Randolph

• DA (Douglas Anderson)

• Frank Peterson

• LaVilla
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Current Procedure
Assuming 470 Applicants

First Choice

Assuming 300 
Available Seats

First Choice

 All 100 Priority 1 are selected

 All 45 Priority 2 are selected

 All 130 Priority 3 are selected

Within Priority 4; 25 out of 65 will be 
randomly selected, balance are waitlisted*

 All Priority 5 students are waitlisted*

 All Priority 6 students are waitlisted*
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* If the student has not been selected 

for a second or third choice

Dedicated Magnet Programs Priority 1



Why are we looking at Priority 1; what are some
questions and concerns regarding Priority 1?
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• Are there sufficient seats to accommodate 
program continuity students?

• Are there sufficient seats to accommodate 
Priority 1 students?

• Does the current procedure enhance or limit 
district-wide access to magnet programs?

• What is the process if a school relocates?
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• No guarantee of placement is available 
regardless of a student’s priority in the 
lottery… however, during the most recent 
lottery, some program continuity students did 
not receive assignments to either of their top 2 
choices.  

Why are we looking at Priority 1; what are some
questions and concerns regarding Priority 1?



Dedicated Magnet Programs Priority 1
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School Total Black Non-Black Total Black Non-Black Total Black Non-Black Waitlist Total Black Non-Black

Darnell Cookman 166 160 6 6 5 1 1120 506 614 858 1% 1% 0%

J. Allen Axson Elementary 101 95 6 0 0 0 563 109 454 177 0% 0% 0%

Jacksonville Beach Elem. 148 60 88 12 1 11 624 46 578 396 2% 2% 2%

James W. Johnson Middle 344 336 8 23 23 0 1064 385 679 468 2% 6% 0%

Kirby-Smith Middle School 619 545 74 61 52 9 975 584 391 459 6% 9% 2%

Landon Middle School 927 319 608 196 29 167 668 143 525 487 29% 20% 32%

Paxon Advanced Studies* 1476 993 483 108 70 38 1546 555 991 247 7% 13% 4%

Pine Forest Elementary 244 174 70 39 30 9 494 159 335 113 8% 19% 3%

Stanton College Prep* 818 801 17 39 39 0 1555 376 1179 231 3% 10% 0%

Total / Average 4843 3483 1360 484 249 235 8609 2863 5746 3436 6% 9% 4%

School Total Black Non-Black Total Black Non-Black Total Black Non-Black Waitlist Total Black Non-Black

Darnell Cookman 166 96% 4% 4% 83% 17% 1120 45% 55% 77% 1% 1% 0%

J. Allen Axson Elementary 101 94% 6% 0% 0% 0% 563 19% 81% 31% 0% 0% 0%

Jacksonville Beach Elem. 148 41% 59% 8% 8% 92% 624 7% 93% 63% 2% 2% 2%

James W. Johnson Middle 344 98% 2% 7% 100% 0% 1064 36% 64% 44% 2% 6% 0%

Kirby-Smith Middle School 619 88% 12% 10% 85% 15% 975 60% 40% 47% 6% 9% 2%

Landon Middle School 927 34% 66% 21% 15% 85% 668 21% 79% 73% 29% 20% 32%

Paxon Advanced Studies* 1476 67% 33% 7% 65% 35% 1546 36% 64% 16% 7% 13% 4%

Pine Forest Elementary 244 71% 29% 16% 77% 23% 494 32% 68% 23% 8% 19% 3%

Stanton College Prep* 818 98% 2% 5% 100% 0% 1555 24% 76% 15% 3% 10% 0%

Total / Average 4843 72% 28% 10% 51% 49% 8609 33% 67% 40% 6% 9% 4%

* 266 Students reside in the overlapping Stanton and Paxon Zone are eligible for both programs and are therefore counted twice in this analysis

Priority One Eligible Students Priority One Participating Students Current School Profile Priority One Contribution

Priority One Eligible Students % of Eligible Students Participating Current School Profile Percentages Priority One Contribution %

Data for 2009-10 School Year
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Data for 2009-10 School Year

** * Landon MS utilization was 91% in 2009-10.  This percentage would have 

been 126% if Landon MS were at capacity in 2009-10.  JWJ Hypothetical 

is an estimate if the former JWJ attendance area and former Paxon MS 

attendance both receive Priority 1 to JWJ (no decision has been made 

regarding JWJ move to Paxon MS). 
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Enrollment Data for 2009-10 School Year


