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The educational staff of the Hospital/Homebound (HHB) Program is dedicated to instructional support of students who are confined to the home, hospital or facility in meeting state standards.  Working closely with family, the medical community, and home schools, HHB teachers provide general and special education instruction via flexible methods.
Eligibility

A student is eligible for the Hospital/Homebound Program if the following criteria are met:

a. Certification by a licensed Florida physician that the student is expected to be absent from school due to a physical or psychiatric condition for at least fifteen (15) consecutive school days, or the equivalent on a block schedule, or due to a chronic condition, for at least fifteen (15) school days, or the equivalent on a block schedule, which need not run consecutively;

b. Is confined to home, hospital, or facility;

c. Will be able to participate in and benefit from an instructional program; 

d. Is under medical care for illness or injury

which is acute or catastrophic or chronic 

in nature; and 

e. Can receive instructional services without endangering the health and safety of the instructor or other students with whom the instructor may come in contact.
The student must be enrolled in a public school prior to the referral to the Hospital/Homebound Program (HHB). An IEP is developed for HHB students, with specific information that clarifies how the student will be served; and 

A parent/guardian or primary caregiver signs the parent/guardian agreement that outlines all hospital and homebound policies and procedures.
How to Request Services

An application for Hospital/Homebound instruction can be obtained from the student’s home school or by calling the Hospital/Homebound Program office at (904) 348-7849.  After the application form is completed by the parent/guardian, a licensed Florida physician, and the school, it must be mailed, delivered to, or faxed to:

   
Homebound/Hospital Program

    
4037 Boulevard Center Dr.

    
Bldg, B., 3rd Floor

    
Jacksonville, FL  32207-2825


Fax (904) 348-7757

Within five business days of receipt of the application, parent/guardians will be contacted to schedule a meeting to discuss their child’s eligibility. If eligible, a teacher will be assigned to the student to coordinate instructional services and develop an Individual Educational Program (IEP). As soon as possible, the parent/guardian will be invited to the IEP meeting to develop an appropriate plan and to discuss instructional approaches.
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Instructional Program

HHB instructional services are provided in one or more of the following settings:

· In the home, hospital, or facility by a visiting teacher; via a web-based (virtual) program in which students receive instruction via computer technology with strong teacher support;

· Through bi-school enrollment for the 

student who can attend school only          part-time due to a physical or psychiatric

condition.  In this program, students attend their regularly assigned school for a portion of the day or week in addition to receiving Hospital Homebound (HHB) support services.
· Please note that Hospital/Homebound offers ONLY core classes; elective courses must be delayed/rescheduled or completed through other DCPS or state programs. 

Parent/guardian and Student Responsibilities

The parent/guardian, or primary care giver is responsible for the following:

· Providing a quiet, clean, well-ventilated setting where the teacher and student will work;

· Ensuring that a responsible adult is present during home visits;

· Supporting study schedule for student  between teacher visits;

· Securing  textbooks and assignments from the home school when necessary; 
· Notifying the Hospital/Homebound Program (in advance) when the student will be absent; 
· Checking emails and communicating with teachers on a daily basis; and
· Bringing students in for testing sessions per district schedule.

Students are responsible for the following:

· Treating all materials and equipment in a appropriate manner;

· Having materials ready and being prepared for instruction; 

· Attending class as scheduled; 
· Attending testing sessions as district scheduled;

· Checking emails and communicating with teachers on a daily basis
· Completing assigned coursework;  

· Returning textbooks and equipment issued from Hospital/Homebound Program upon return to home school.

Frequently Asked Questions

Must a student be absent for 15 days

before applying to the H/H program?

No.  If the student has a medical condition and the doctor certifies in writing that the student is expected to be absent for at least 15 consecutive school days, or the equivalent on a block schedule, which need not run consecutively, the student may be eligible for the program.

Can a student attend school part-time and be in the H/H program also?

Yes.  For students who have a severe, chronic or intermittent condition all certified by a licensed physician, they may be assigned to the H/H Program and to a school-based program.

Is this program the same as home education?

No.  The Hospital/ Homebound Program is a public school exceptional education program with specific eligibility for students who cannot attend school because of a medically verified physical or mental condition.  A home education program is a non-public school, parent/guardian choice option, where student instruction is directed by the parent/guardian.

Are teachers fully certified?
Yes, they all meet the highly qualified requirement.
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For more information call

(904) 348-7849 

or fax to 

(904) 348-7757
