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Tools for Success Family Conference 
 

Boxed lunches are available to  
order/purchase until 9 A.M. 

____________________________________________________ 
 

CEU Points available for Mental Health Therapists licensed under Chapter 491 by Child 
Guidance Center, provider number 50-367 expires 03/31/11.  

The Maximum number of CEU’s for this event is 3.0  
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Six In-service Points may be earned for  

certificated educators attending the full conference.   
____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 A Special Thank You for Providing Funding for the Conference to: 
 
 

 ASK at The Arc Jacksonville 
 Central Florida Parent Center 
 Clay County KIDS Council 
 Darifair Foods, Inc. 
 Duval County Public Schools (DCPS) 
 DCPS Prek Disabilities Department 
 Early Steps 
 Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System (FDLRS/Crown) 
 Project 10 Connect/Duval 
 SEDNET District 4 
 The Arc Jacksonville 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF THE CONFERENCE MET YOUR NEEDS BY COMPLETING THE 
CONFERENCE EVALUATION FORM BEFORE YOU LEAVE. 



  

 
 

CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE 
 

February 24, 2010 
 

Continental Breakfast and Registration:  8:00 – 8:30 A.M. 
Opening Announcements & Welcome: 8:30 – 8:45 A.M. 
Place order/Purchase boxed lunch by  9:00 A.M. 

 

       Be sure to take a moment to visit our vendor displays. 
 

*Indicates Mental Health CEU‟s available for this session  
Session 1 

8:45 – 10:00 A.M. 

Session 2 

10:15 – 11:30 A.M. 

Session 3 

1:30-2:45 P.M. 

Positive Solutions for Families 

Part 1 

Positive Solutions for Families 

Part 2 

*Teaching Social Skills to Pre-
Schoolers with Developmental 

Disorders 

Legal Ways of Protecting Rights 

for Persons with Disabilities 

*Addressing Challenging 
Behavior through Positive 

Parenting 

*Empowering Parents 

Overview of Response to 

Intervention in the Schools 

Asset Building and Financial 
Literacy for Individuals with 

Disabilities 

*Social Skills: Not Just Good 

Manners 

Preparing for Takeoff: 
Transition from High School 

IEP Jeopardy! 
RtI and Mathematics: Making It 

Happen in Florida 

Dads – Get in the Game 

Man Laws for Moms 

(Understanding Dads and Why 
They Do What They Do) 

Transition to Adult Life… What 

about Healthcare? 

How Work Incentives can Work 
for You 

JTA Transportation Options 
Independent Living Resource 

Center (ILRC) 

Effective Communication 

Techniques with 
Typically/Atypically Developing 

Children, Teens and Young Adults 

SLD Eligibility: Change in 
Requirements 

Supplemental Special Needs 
Trusts 

Leaving Early Steps: 
Steps for Transitioning to PreK  

The Power of People and 
Possibilities 

Transition to College 

*Managing Medications with  

Adolescents 

Project 10: Transition Education 

Network 

*Self-Harm, Suicide &  

De-Escalation Techniques 
Rapid Response Team 

 
*Styles of Parenting and 

Resulting Outcomes in Children 
 

 

 
LUNCH 

11:30-1:15 

Lunch/Keynote: Sarah Vasquez: 

“Inner Magic” 

 (Boxed lunches are available to order/purchase until 9am.) 

 

Be sure to take a moment to visit our vendor displays 



  

 
 

DETAILED SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 
 

BREAKOUT SESSION 1                                                                        8:45 – 10:00 A.M. 

*Indicates Mental Health CEU‟s available for this session 
 
POSITIVE SOLUTIONS FOR FAMILIES: PART 1 Room: 163 
Pam Buschbacher, Ed.D., CCC-SLP, Trainer and Consultant, PPatchwork Children‟s 
Therapy Services 

This session will provide parents with an understanding of the social emotional needs of young 
children (ages 3-5) and will provide parents practical tools to support their child’s social-emotional 
development.  
Note: This Session continues through Breakout Session 2. 
 
LEGAL WAYS OF PROTECTING RIGHTS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES Room: 166 
Sarah Sullivan, Professor of Professional Skills, Florida Coastal School of Law 
This session will cover the legal ways of protecting the rights of individuals with disabilities including 
Advanced Directives, Durable Power of Attorney, Healthcare Surrogate, Guardian Advocacy, and 
Guardianship, etc.  We will also discuss the current state of the law on service delivery under the 
developmental disabilities waiver. 
 
OVERVIEW OF RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION IN THE SCHOOLS Room: 167 
Rhonda Said, Supervisor of School Psychology and Social Work Services and member of 
the Duval District RtI Team 
This session will explain the basic principles of Response to Intervention (RtI).  The expectation of 
RtI is to provide academic and behavioral assistance to students as soon as a problem is identified 
rather than waiting for students to fail and require special education to address their needs.  RtI is 
also a collaborative process between teachers, parents, and available support staff in the school to 
promote academic and behavioral success. 

 

 
PREPARING FOR TAKE-OFF: TRANSITION FROM HIGH SCHOOL Room: 148 
Jill Fane, NE Florida Parent Trainer, Central Florida Parent Center and Anne Wilson, 
CARD 
Why do we educate our children? To prepare them for employment and independent living. In 
short, Transition planning is making sure that the young adult student gets the education he/she 
needs to be successful after high school. 
Join us in this relaxed, fun, and informative workshop! 
 

 
 

 

 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF THE CONFERENCE MET YOUR NEEDS BY COMPLETING THE CONFERENCE 

EVALUATION FORM AT THE BACK OF THIS PROGRAM AND RETURNING IT TO THE REGISTRATION TABLE 
BEFORE YOU LEAVE TODAY 



  

 

BREAKOUT SESSION 1                             8:45 – 10:00 A.M.                                 cont. 

*Indicates Mental Health CEU‟s available for this session 
 
DADS – GET IN THE GAME Room: 149 
Mark Keith, Training Coordinator, Outreach Services, Florida School for the Deaf and 
the Blind 
This session is designed to help fathers better understand the importance of their role with their 
children and family. The session attempts to get fathers to evaluate their current level of 
involvement with their children and begin considering how they can work to improve that 
relationship and levels of involvement.  
 
HOW WORK INCENTIVES CAN WORK FOR YOU Room: 153 
Barbara Stevenson, Technical Expert/Work Incentives Liaison, Social Security 
Administration 
This session will cover available work incentives under both Social Security and SSI benefit 
programs. 
 
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES WITH TYPICALLY/ATYPICALLY 
DEVELOPING CHILDREN, TEENS AND YOUNG ADULTS Room: 157 
Evonya Cornelius, M.S.CCC/SLP, Manner of Speaking 
The participants will learn positive communication techniques and strategies for effective 
communication. Techniques for goal setting and planning will be included. 
 
LEAVING EARLY STEPS: STEPS FOR TRANSITIONING TO PRE-K Room: 158  
Amy Lane, Program Manager, Community Resources, Northeastern Early Steps 
This presentation will cover the Transition Planning process from the Early Steps perspective to 
include: 

1. Making a Transition Plan:  What to think about, where to visit, who to talk with, etc. 
2. Scheduling and attending the Transition Conference and what to expect from that meeting 
3. Follow-up activities required to move smoothly into public school services 
4. The Early Steps Exit Evaluation:  What’s in it for families? 
 

 
* MANAGING MEDICATIONS WITH ADOLESCENTS Room: Gentry B & C 
Kathleen Grissett M.D., Physician, First Coast Mental Health 
This session will describe common childhood psychiatric illnesses (symptoms and warning signs) 
and brief description of treatment modalities.  
 
 
 

 
 

 



  

 

BREAKOUT SESSION 2                                                              10:15 – 11:30 A.M. 

*Indicates Mental Health CEU‟s available for this session 
 
* ADDRESSING CHALLENGING BEHAVIOR THROUGH POSITIVE PARENTING Room: 162 
 Elise Bowers, Educational Coordinator, Center for Autism and Related Disabilities 
(CARD) 
This session will discuss how to address problem behavior and strengthen new skills using the basic 
principles of Applied Behavior Analysis.   
 
POSITIVE SOLUTIONS FOR FAMILIES: PART 2 Room: 163 
Pam Buschbacher, Ed.D., CCC-SLP, Trainer and Consultant, PPatchwork Children‟s 
Therapy Services 

This session will provide parents with an understanding of the social emotional needs of young 
children (ages 3-5) and will provide parents practical tools to support their child’s social-emotional 
development.  
Note: This Session continues from Breakout Session 1. 
 
ASSET BUILDING AND FINANCIAL LITERACY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES 
Room: 167 
Michael R. Roush, MA, National Disability Institute, Inc. and Jeff Winkler, Director, Real 
$ense Prosperity Campaign 
Let’s dispel the myth that people with disabilities can’t build assets.  Come learn about FREE tax 
preparation, how to become financially literate, how to build assets, save for homeownership, 
education and work. 
 
IEP JEOPARDY!  Room: 148 
Jill Fane, NE Florida Parent Trainer, Central Florida Parent Center  
Enjoy yourself and learn in this fun and interactive presentation in which your host takes you 
through the fast-paced game of IEP Jeopardy. Categories include: So What’s the Big IDEA, 
Evaluation and Eligibility, The IEP Meeting, Paperwork, Goals, and Finding Solutions with Updated 
information. 
 
MAN LAWS FOR MOMS (UNDERSTANDING DADS AND WHY THEY DO WHAT THEY DO)   
Room: 149 
Mark Keith, Training Coordinator, Outreach Services, Florida School for the Deaf and 
the Blind 
This session for moms will explore why dads do the things they do related to their involvement in 
the family. The session will look at strategies moms can use to encourage dad to be more involved 
with their children and the family.  
 
JTA TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS  Room: 153 
Janell Damato, Eligibility Intake/Mobility Coordinator, JTA 
This session will explain all modes of transportation offered by JTA, which allows for the most 
independence. In addition, the travel training available through JTA and Eldersource for anyone 
who may need assistance with learning about how to use any of JTA’s fixed/flexed services.  



  

 

BREAKOUT SESSION 2                          10:15 – 11:30 A.M.             cont.  

*Indicates Mental Health CEU‟s available for this session 
 
SLD ELIGIBILITY: CHANGE IN REQUIREMENTS  Room: 157 
Meredith Fredeking, Supervisor, EE/SS Admissions and Placement, DCPS 
This session will address the change in eligibility for SLD and the impact of Response to 
Intervention.   
 
THE POWER OF PEOPLE AND POSSIBILITIES  Room: 158 
Nancy Keating, Executive Director, Challenge Enterprises of North Florida & Mark 
Gilmore, Public Speaker 
This session will demonstrate the Power of People and Possibilities and how Challenge Enterprises 
delivers opportunities to individuals with disabilities to showcase their capabilities and make their 
dreams come true utilizing a variety of support systems. 
 
 
PROJECT 10: TRANSITION EDUCATION NETWORK  Room: 159 
Patrick Mulvihill, Northeast Regional Representative, Project 10: Transition Education 
Network 
This session will outline the responsibilities of Project 10: Transition Education Network and how 
they relate to the Florida Department of Education’s State Performance Plan, specifically those 
indicators that focus on the transition of students from school to post-school environments.  Project 
10’s focus is to assist school districts in reducing their drop-out rate for students with disabilities, 
improve their standard diploma graduation rate for students with disabilities, ensure that students 
with disabilities have quality transition IEPs, and that their students with disabilities have positive 
outcomes. 
 
* STYLES OF PARENTING AND RESULTING OUTCOMES IN CHILDREN Room: Gentry B & C 
George Freeman, Behavior Specialist, St John‟s County School District (SJCSD), Florida 
Certified Behavior Analyst, Certified Instructor for the Redirecting Children‟s Behavior 
Course 
Participants will differentiate three parenting styles and their respective effects on children.  The 
balance between relationship and teaching responsibility will be explored. 
 

 

LUNCH          11:30 – 1:15 P.M. 
 

Don‟t Miss: 
Lunch Keynote Speaker in the Gentry Auditorium 

(Boxed lunches are available to order/purchase until 9 A.M.) 
 

  Be sure to take a moment to visit our vendor displays. 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF THE CONFERENCE MET YOUR NEEDS BY COMPLETING THE CONFERENCE 

EVALUATION FORM ON THE LAST PAGE OF THIS PROGRAM AND RETURNING IT TO THE REGISTRATION 

TABLE BEFORE YOU LEAVE TODAY 



  

 

LUNCH                   Keynote Speaker           11:30 – 1:15 P.M. 
 

Inner Magic:  
Sarah Vazquez 

Gentry Auditorium 
 

Sarah truly believes everyone has something magical to offer the world. 
Sarah shares how she used her dreams, her life lessons, and her voice as 
tools to help her inner magic and discover the person she was meant to be. 
She also shows how much people are alike and how all people can realize 
their true potential.     
 

BREAKOUT SESSION 3        1:30 – 2:45 P.M. 

*Indicates Mental Health CEU‟s available for this session 
 
* TEACHING SOCIAL SKILLS TO PRE-SCHOOLERS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS 
Room: 162 
Elise Bowers, Educational Coordinator, Center for Autism and Related Disabilities 
(CARD) 

This Presentation will give an overview of Social Skills programming being offered through UF-
Jacksonville CARD.  Participants will learn how to promote pro-social skills for children who are at a 
pre-verbal or emergent-language stage of communication.  Setting appropriate goals, strategies for 
engaging attention, promoting communication, developing joint attention and other social skills will 
be covered. Video footage of social skills training sessions will be shown to highlight activities and 
techniques. 

 
* EMPOWERING PARENTS Room: 163 
Michael Stapleton, President, Stapleton Consulting Services, Inc. & Adam Jackson 
This session focuses on providing parents of SLD and mental health/EBD students, with techniques 
to aid their child to accept responsibility for his/her behaviors and futures.  
 
* SOCIAL SKILLS: NOT JUST MANNERS Room: 166 
Amy Flood, Behavior Analyst, Hope Haven Children„s Clinic & Pattie Pallay, Licensed 
Mental Health Counselor, Hope Haven Children‟s Clinic 
This session will look at the challenges that children with Autism face in terms of social interactions 
at school and in the community. The format and components of a social skills group will be 
discussed as well as outcome measures.  
 
RTI AND MATHEMATICS: MAKING IT HAPPEN IN FLORIDA  Room: 167 
Shelby Robertson, PH.D., Associate Director of Mathematics, RtI Teaching and Learning 
Connections, University of Central Florida  
This session will provide participants with an overview of Mathematics within the RtI Framework.  It 
will provide information regarding ‘how to’ ensure the success of ALL students in mathematics 
through the lens of instruction. 



  

 

BREAKOUT SESSION 3             1:30 – 2:45 P.M.        cont. 

*Indicates Mental Health CEU‟s available for this session 
 
 
TRANSITION TO ADULT LIFE… WHAT ABOUT HEALTHCARE?  Room: 148 
Ramonia Diallo, CMS Nurse Care Coordinator at JaxHATS; Audrey Green, Transition 
Specialist   
Healthcare coverage, adult doctors/specialist/sub-specialists, managing special healthcare needs, 
come learn about JaxHATS and how to negotiate the healthcare maze for youth with special 
healthcare needs and disabilities as they transition to adult life. 
 
INDEPENDENT LIVING RESOURCE CENTER (ILRC)  Room: 153 
Tyler Morris, Marketing Director, ILRC of Northeast Florida 
This session will present an overview of the wide variety of programs that the Independent Living 
Resource Center offers. These programs include, but not limited to instruction in independent living 
skills for developmentally disabled adults, empowering families through their advocacy programs 
and peer counseling. Want to take a sign language course?  You can take one at ILRC! Join Tyler 
Morris and learn how to take advantage of their variety of programs. 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL SPECIAL NEEDS TRUSTS  Room: 158 
Charlotte Temple, Advocacy Director, The Arc Jacksonville 
Government benefits can sometimes provide assistance with medical care, home and community 
based services, cash assistance and employment services.  But, with limits on assets of $2,000 how 
can an individual with disabilities save for a vacation, travel to visit family, furniture, computers, 
TV’s and other things?  Come learn about trusts for Individuals with Disabilities that protect their 
government benefits and provide for improved quality of life.   
 
TRANSITION TO COLLEGE: PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR IMPROVING THE CHANCES OF 
SUCCESS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES Room: 159 
Patrick Mulvihill, Northeast Regional Representative, Project 10: Transition Education 
Network 
This session will help secondary level personnel address the differences between secondary and 
postsecondary legal requirements, align high school accommodations with those available in 
college, and promote student independence.  Other topics include providing students with college-
appropriate academic and technology skills, and college disability documentation requirements. 
 
* SELF-HARM, SUICIDE, AND DE-ESCALATION TECHNIQUES Room: Gentry B & C 
Dr. Theresa Rulien, Program Director, Child Guidance Center 
This session will focus on the diagnoses most addressed by the Child Guidance Center’s Rapid 
Response Team, immediate verbal de-escalation techniques, and the specifics of self-harm issues, 
i.e. suicide, cutting, choking game.  
 
 
 



  

 

 

 

15th Annual 

Tools for Success Family Conference 

 
 

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF THE CONFERENCE MET YOUR NEEDS  
BY COMPLETING THE CONFERENCE EVALUATION FORM AT THE BACK OF THIS PROGRAM 

BEFORE YOU LEAVE. 
 
 
 
 

 

Many thanks to the CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE,  
whose job is to plan, develop, organize, coordinate, and conduct the conference: 

 
Leslie Allen – Child Guidance Center  Gail Brown – FDLRS/Crown 
Karen Campbell – DCPS  Karen Cariveau – DCPS 
Jane Chafin – Child Guidance Center  Karen Cole – Early Steps 
Darrell Cooper – DCPS    Jill Fane – CFPC  
Terri Glover – Dept. of Children & Families   Susan Law – FDLRS/Crown   
Kathy Lawrence – SEDNET   Stacy Leach – ESEAC/Duval  
Rosemarie Parsch – DCPS  Melanie Provenza – Early Steps   
Maria Quinones – Spina Bifida of Jacksonville Candace Rosenberg – FDLRS/UF  
Beth Scanlan – FIN/Duval  Henry Schmitges – FDLRS/Crown  
Charlotte Temple – ASK at Arc Jacksonville  Anne Wilson – UF/CARD  

Judy Glendenning – FDLRS /Crown 
Conference Chairperson 

 
 
 
 
 

THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HOPES YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THIS CONFERENCE IS 
REWARDING AND USEFUL. WE HAVE ATTEMPTED TO ASSEMBLE A VARIED PROGRAM 

BASED ON THE INPUT OF MANY FAMILIES FROM THROUGHOUT THE NORTHEAST 
FLORIDA AREA. IF YOU HAVE A SUGGESTION OR REQUEST PLEASE EMAIL IT TO 

FDLRS/Crown @ glendennij@duvalschools.org 

mailto:GLENDENNIJ@DUVALSCHOOLS.ORG


  

 

The 15th Annual  
Tools for Success Family Conference 

 

Conference Evaluation 
 

Please use this form to rate each session you attended: 
1 = Poor 2 = Fair 3 = Good 4 = Very Good 5 = Excellent 

 

Breakout Session 1: 
Title: 
Rating: (circle your choice)  1 2 3 4 5   
 

Breakout Session 2: 
Title: 
Rating: (circle your choice)  1 2 3 4 5   
 

Breakout Session 3: 
Title: 
Rating: (circle your choice)  1 2 3 4 5   
 

Overall Conference Rating: 
Rating: (circle your choice)  1 2 3 4 5   
 

My favorite part of the conference was: 
 
 
 
 

The part of the conference I could have done without was: 
 
 
 
 

The session I wanted to attend but didn‟t have time was: 
 
 

Next time I would like more information on: 
 
 
 

THANK YOU! 
PLEASE TURN THIS FORM IN AT THE REGISTRATION TABLE AS YOU LEAVE 


